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The Introduction to the Two Gospels

Over my 50-years of public ministry, I have ministered among Methodists, Lutherans, Baptists,
and Presbyterians. I have also ministered to Foursquare, Calvary Chapel, Non-Denominational,
and Independent church fellowships. Throughout these years of ministry I have learned many
valuable lessons both from the Bible and from life experience. The most important lesson was
the realization there are two different gospels being preached in modern day Christianity:

- the Christ-centered Gospel (the true Gospel)
- the man-centered gospel (a false gospel)

The Christ-centered Gospel presents Jesus Christ as having all the authority and power of God
Himself and as the One doing all of God's work through the Holy Spirit.

The man-centered gospel acknowledges Jesus Christ is the source of all authority and power but
places the responsibility on man to access that power and authority to do God's work for Him.
This gospel teaches man must practice principles and perform rituals in order to get God to
respond with His power and His blessing.
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The Christ-Centered Gospel
The Christ-centered Gospel presents the Bible teaches two things.

The first, Jesus Christ has all the authority and power of God Himself. Jesus said to His disciples
in Matthew 28:18,

“All authority was given to Me in heaven and upon the earth.”

The second, Jesus Christ does all of God's work through the Holy Spirit. God’s work is not done
through human effort or performance. This was established with God's promise of a New
Covenant (Testament) with His people in Ezekiel 36:25-27,

25) And I will sprinkle upon you clean waters, and you will be
clean. I will cleanse you from all your uncleanness and from all
your idols.

26) And I will give to you a new heart, and I will give a new spirit
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh,
and I will give to you a heart of flesh.

27) And I WILL GIVE MY SPIRIT WITHIN YOU AND I WILL
CAUSE YOU to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My
judgments and you will have done them.

In this covenant, God said He would put His Spirit within His people and His Spirit would cause
His people to walk in His statutes and to keep His judgments and to do them. God did not say
they should do them, nor does He command His people to walk in His statutes or to keep His
judgments; rather, He gives the promise and fulfillment as a statement of fact. God's Spirit will
make His will happen in the lives of His people. It is not dependent on the human effort and
performance of people.

This promise of a New Covenant was fulfilled with the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
(when God sent His Spirit to indwell His people as recorded in Acts chapter 2).

The entire Book of Acts is a historical account of how God’s Spirit worked in and through the
Apostles. It is not a historical record of how the Apostles practiced certain principles to get
God’s Spirit to bless their work. God worked sovereignly according to His own will through
yielded vessels to fulfill His own work.
Jesus taught this very thing in John 15:5,

“...separate from Me, you are not able to do even one thing.”
The literal meaning of this verse is, ““...without Me doing it, you are not able to do even one

spiritual thing.”
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The Christ-Centered Gospel (continued)
Outside of the Bible, Miles J. Stanford explains this best:

The Christian life is not our living a life like Christ, or our trying
to be Christ-like, nor is it Christ giving us the power to live a life
like His, but it is Christ Himself living His own life through us; "no
longer I, but Christ.”

Numerous examples of this can be found in the Scriptures:

Zechariah tells us after their exile in Babylon, the Jews returned to Jerusalem and immediately
began to rebuild the wall and the temple and then stopped building. After 16 years, God raised
up Zechariah to call the people to start rebuilding the temple once again. God’s message to the
people is recorded in Zechariah 4:6,

That this was the word of Yahweh to Zerubbabel saying, "Not by
strength, nor by power, but rather by My Spirit," has said Yahweh
of hosts.

God was making it clear the temple was not to be built by man’s strength, nor man’s power,
but rather by the Spirit of God.

The Psalmist said this very thing in Psalm 127:1,

If Yahweh does not build a house the ones building it have labored
in vain. If Yahweh does not guard the City the watchman has
watched in vain.

It must be God that does God’s work. Human effort does not produce the spiritual things of
God. God does not accept, acknowledge, or bless the human effort of man. The human cannot
produce spirit, it can only produce human or flesh. In John 3:6 Jesus said to Nicodemus,

“That which has been born from out of the flesh is flesh; and that
which has been born from out of the Spirit is spirit.”

Jesus was explaining Nicodemus must be "born again," that is, he must experience the spiritual
birth from heaven that is worked by God’s Spirit because the human cannot even perceive
spiritual things without the Spirit of God. (See also I Corinthians 2:14.)

These Scriptures show the true Biblical presentation of the Gospel centers on Christ. He is the
One who has all the resources, and power, and authority; and He is the One working in and
through the believer for the glory of God. The believer is merely the vessel through which the
Lord does His work, the vessel is not the performer. To focus on the performance of the vessel
is to follow a different gospel.
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The Man-Centered Gospel

The gospel that is prevalent today is the man-centered gospel - a false gospel that mentally
acknowledges Christ as the source of all authority and power, but teaches it is up to man to
produce faith and perform acts of faith in order to get God to move in His authority and power
and blessing. Man is the foundation of the man-centered gospel. There is a fundamental
problem with this because, as we just learned from Scripture, God does not receive the work of
the flesh, God only receives the work that is done by His Spirit.

The Body of Christ today has yet to learn the difference between the flesh and the Spirit.
The flesh is where the sin nature dwells. Paul says in Romans 7:18,
“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) is not dwelling any good thing”

The Greek word translated good thing is AGATHOS, which literally means spiritual good. Paul
came to the realization that the human flesh does not contain any spiritual good. Other
Scriptures, in both the Old and the New Testaments, present this same truth.

Isaiah 64:6

All of us, like the unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like
unclean rags; and all of us wither like the leaf; and our iniquities
carry us away like the wind.

Romans 3:10,12

10 According as it has been written that, there is not a righteous
one, no not even one.

12 They all went out of the way, together they became unprofitable:
there is not anyone practicing kindness, there’s not as much as one.

None righteous. None eligible to do the work of God. Because the nature of man is marred by
sin, there is no spiritual usefulness originating from him that he can provide to God or use to
serve God with.

The oft asked question is, "What about the commands in the Bible given to believers telling them
what to do?" The answer to this, and the key to properly interpreting and applying all of
Scripture, is found in Romans 7:18,

“For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, is not dwelling any
good thing: for to will is present with me; but to work out that
which is right I am not finding.”

A correct understanding of this verse is necessary in order to interpret and apply Scripture
properly. This is an important lesson.
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The Man-Centered Gospel (continued)

In Romans 7:7-14, Paul describes his struggle to keep the commandments of the Law. He found
the more he tried to keep the commandments, the more he violated them. While he desired to
keep God’s commands with his mind, he found another principle in his flesh working against this
desire to obey, namely, “sin dwelling in me.” (Romans 7:17).

His conclusion is this: his mind desires to obey the Lord’s commands but he does not have the
human ability to obey because there is no good spiritual thing in his flesh. (As mentioned
previously, this is the Greek word AGATHOS which means spiritual good.)

Properly understanding this concept has plagued both the Hebrew people in the Old Testament
and the believers in the New Testament.

God gave the commandments to Israel as a representation of His glory and His standard of
holiness. As the people attempted to follow these commands in their daily lives they would
come to know their inability, and they would see firsthand their sin - falling short of the glory of
God, missing the mark of God's holiness.

To this day, the Jewish people still attempt to accomplish salvation and justification by
attempting to keep the Law of Moses. Paul said in Romans 3:20,

On account of that from out of works of law not will be justified all
flesh before Him, for through law is knowledge of sin."

They don’t understand that they are unable to keep the Law and therefore must surrender to their
Messiah Yeshua (Jesus) who was the only One to fulfill all of the requirements of the Law.

The answer for the Christian in the New Testament is the same: the more man attempts to obey
the commands of Christ, the more he fails.

We have missed the lesson that God is trying to teach us, namely, we do not have the ability to
produce the spiritual things of God from human efforts. When God commands the believer to
obey Him, He is looking for a response of, “I do not have the ability in my flesh (or human) to
obey your commands so I will surrender to Christ and His Spirit, for His Spirit to do the work in
me and through me.” God did not give commandments for man to do, but for God to do in and
through man according to His promise in the New Covenant.
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Conclusion

The Christ-centered Gospel emphasizes Christ. Christ is the One with the power, the authority,
and the capacity to do His work. Christ is the one working in and through the believer for His
glory. Christ's work is the only work God will accept or receive.

The man-centered gospel emphasizes man. Man must appropriate faith and practice biblical
principles to experience God's power and blessing. This gospel has been appealing to the fleshly
desires of man and pulling them away from Christ since the beginning of man.
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