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The Manifesto of the Two Gospels
Part One ~ The Two Gospels

Introduction

The Manifesto that we are studying today and tomorrow, these are just, I call them field
notes, in a sense. It is not actually the professional presentation of the entire course. These are
excerpts from two of the four parts of The Manifesto. These are the main parts. And so we
wanted to take time with our guests from out of town, and, of course, part of our fellowship too,
to get together and go over some of the main highlights. Because when it is all put together it
could last days because there is also a doctrinal section with this. After The Manifesto is
presented as to the difference between the two Gospels and then we are going through the major
doctrines of the Christian faith and showing side-by-side what the man-centered gospel teaches
and what the Bible actually teaches about it. We will actually take one or two of those in our
time together here. So we will go ahead, we will open with prayer, and we will get into it.

Opening Prayer
Our Heavenly Father,

Thank You for this time together. Thank You for what it means to us to discuss, and to share,
and to fellowship together in Your Word, and with the things of Christ, and with the things that
are going on in the Body of Christ today. We ask that Your Spirit lead us and take the things that
are of Christ and minister them to our hearts today.

In Jesus' name, Amen.

Reading the Handout ~ The Introduction to the Two Gospels (page 1)

Okay, we are just going to go ahead, and I am going to be reading the same information
that you have in your syllabus there [indicated in this transcript by bold dark gray italicized
text|. And I will be stopping and I will be explaining and expanding on some things that are
written here. Again, this is just to get across to you the main points of The Manifesto and what it
is attempting to teach.

Over my 50-years of public ministry, I have ministered among the Methodists,
the Lutherans, the Baptists, and the Presbyterians. I have also ministered to
Foursquare, Calvary Chapel, Non-Denominational, and Independent church
fellowships. Throughout these years of ministry, I have learned many valuable
lessons both from the Bible and from life experience. The most important
lesson was the realization that there are two different gospels being preached in
modern day Christianity.
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Two of them. And sometimes these are mixed, we call it crossover. Where somebody
will teach the truth from the Bible and turn right around and crossover and make it a man-
centered gospel.

For instance, somebody will teach that it takes the power of the Holy Spirit to pray, and
then turn right around and say, "Here are the ten things we have to practice to make that happen."
It is like, "Wait a minute!" If the power of the Holy Spirit enables you to pray, then that is what
you need, you need His Spirit. But, if you turn right around and say, "Even though that truth is
in the Bible, here are the ten principles that you have to practice to make it come true." That is
not in the Bible. And we are a very practice-oriented, work-oriented culture, and it has, of
course, overcome and encompassed the Body of Christ and churches.

But these two Gospels that are preached are:

1) The Christ-centered Gospel (the true Gospel)
2) The man-centered gospel (a false gospel)

The Christ-centered Gospel presents Jesus Christ as having all the authority
and power of God Himself and as the One doing all of God's work through the
Holy Spirit.

That is the Christ-centered Gospel.

The man-centered gospel acknowledges Jesus Christ is the source of all
authority and power but places the responsibility on man to access that power
and authority to do God's work for Him. This gospel teaches man must practice
principles and perform rituals in order to get God to respond with His power
and His blessing.

So both gospels will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is The One who has all the power and
the authority. He is the source of all spiritual power and authority. Except one gospel, which we
are calling the Christ-centered Gospel, says because He is all authority and power of God, and
because He Himself alone is the One who lives His life and expresses His Spirit through us, that
He alone is the ministry and the power and the gospel of God. He is the fulfillment of it.
Whereas the man-centered gospel believes the same thing to a certain degree. The man-centered
gospel believes that Jesus Christ is all authority and all power; but believes that He does not
express it Himself, we have to access it. We have to do things (push buttons, work formulas) in
order to make that power and authority become real in our lives. And that becomes man-
centered. See, it becomes centered on me. We acknowledge Him, we give Him all the glory, but
the emphasis is on what I do and what I do not do as to whether that power and authority is going
to be realized in my life or not. So all of this centers on man: man-centered gospel.

This is the introduction to these two gospels.

Turn to the next page, page 2.
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Reading the Handout ~ The Christ-Centered Gospel (page 2)
The Christ-centered Gospel presents the Bible teaches two things.
And again, repeating a couple of things here.

The first, Jesus Christ has all the authority and power of God Himself. Jesus
said to His disciples in Matthew 28:18, ""All authority was given to Me in
heaven and upon the earth."

And I should tell you that these are all literal translations, what is called the LET - Literal
English Translation, that has been produced by BTE straight from the original languages. So
you can compare it to whatever translation you use, but just to let you know that this is what we
are using here. We are translating it directly from the Greek and Hebrew.

Jesus said, ""All authority was given to Me in heaven and upon the earth."”

You can also reference John chapter 5, where Jesus told the Pharisees that God the Father
has given all judgment and all authority to the Son and that everyone must answer to the Son.
So, all authority has been given in heaven and upon the earth to Jesus Christ. To acknowledge
that He is the authority of God is right in Scripture.

The second, thing that the Christ-centered Gospel presents is that Jesus Christ does all of
God's work through the Holy Spirit. He does it. And it is done through the Holy Spirit.

God’s work is not done through human effort or performance. This was
established with God's promise of a New Covenant (Testament) with His people
in Ezekiel 36:25-27.

And I should tip you off, right off the bat, my approach to the Bible is there are two
passages of Scripture you need to know to understand the Bible in its context:

(1) Number one is here, Ezekiel 36:27.
You need to know what this section actually says, 25 to 27.

(2) The other verse we will get here in a while is Romans 7:18.
Those two passages of Scripture you have to understand in order to interpret the Bible correctly.

Now, when we say that in Ezekiel it represents the promise of the New Covenant and
New Testament, let me just say this to you by way of explanation. The Bible is divided up into
the Old and New Testaments. That is what this is talking about. The Old Testament is the Old
Covenant, contract, that God made with the Jewish people under the Law. That is the Old
Testament, Old Covenant. The New Testament, or New Covenant, is what is represented right
here in Ezekiel chapter 36 verses 25 through 27. And that is that God promises that He is going
to do something for His people, both Jew and Gentile, that He is going to give His Spirit, send
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His Spirit to indwell all of His people. The New Testament and New Covenant are all based on
verses 25 through 27. This is the Covenant, the New Covenant, that God has made with man that
will happen, as we will see in a moment, in the future, fulfilled beginning at Acts chapter 2.

But in verse 25 of buake Ezekiel chapter 36 it says:

25) And I will sprinkle upon you clean waters, and you will be clean. I will
cleanse you from all your uncleanness and from all your idols.

26) 1 will give you a new heart, and give you a new spirit within you. And I
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh, and give you a normal heart,
a heart of flesh.

Here is the key:

27) And I WILL GIVE MY SPIRIT WITHIN YOU AND I WILL CAUSE
YOU to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and you will
have done them.

Perfect tense. So he is talking about something in the future, it is called the future perfect. In the
future you will have done them.

But He is saying here, "I am going to send My Spirit to dwell within you, and He will
cause My judgments and statutes to be fulfilled." It will be the Spirit of God Himself who will
perform God's work. That is what this text is saying. That God's Spirit is the cause of all of
God's work being fulfilled, and all of God's commands being fulfilled within the life, and
through the life of the believer. That is very important. Everything pivots on this. That is what
is meant by the Christ-centered Gospel, is that Christ does all of God's work through the Holy
Spirit that dwells within the life of the believer.

Now, I am going to show you how that works as far as the Bible doctrine goes, as we
have time. But the man-centered gospel takes all of the commands for the believer in the New
Testament and says, "Okay, believer, here are the commands that you have to fulfill. God saved
you by His grace. Now, here is what you have to do." What this text is saying is that God says,
"Yes, that is what you have to do, but it is not you who does it. I am giving you My Spirit who
will do it because you cannot." That is the basic message of the Bible. And that is right where
the division takes place. That is why in our culture today, the majority of what is being
presented and taught from the Bible is the man-centered gospel. "Here is God's command. By
His grace He has saved you, but now by works here is what you have to perform." And they do
not understand that God says, "No, I am going to give you My command and [ am going to give
you My Spirit who will keep My command through you." If you understand that then everything
falls into proper perspective as to the life of the believer itself.

We are in a culture here in America where it is works oriented. You have to practice
certain methods. You can go to real estate seminars, you can go to various seminars and learn all
the principles to practice to work out success for your life. And all of that has infiltrated into the
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church. Instead of real estate principles, we take principles—supposedly from out of the Bible—
and we start practicing those in order to achieve the same thing. That is not what the Bible
teaches. And that is what we are about to show you in this presentation.

After verse 27 it says,

In this covenant, God said He would put His Spirit within His people, and His
Spirit would cause His people to walk in His statutes and to keep His judgments
and to do them.

And the perfect tense, remember in verse 27, they will have done them. 1t is a done deal already.
You have done it. Every command that God has commanded us to do has already been fulfilled
and 1s being fulfilled in the person of the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit performs every
command perfectly. My problem, and your problem, is that while the Holy Spirit is fulfilling
God's commands and His will, my flesh is not. My human weakness and my human flesh fail at
everything God wants me to do. And so, I look at myself as a Christian, who has been told to do
certain things and I see myself as not doing it, not fulfilling it; and yet, at the same time, God's
Spirit is fulfilling it in His own separate sovereign way, in and through my life.

If you have a Bible, or if you have a Bible on your phone or whatever, if you will turn
with me to Matthew chapter 22. And I am going to put you to the test here, so you need to pay
attention. I am doing it for a reason.

Over the years, as I said, I have been in ministry for fifty years, and it has just probably
been the first thirty-five years of those fifty were preaching the wrong gospel, teaching the wrong
gospel. The reason why I say that is it took thirty-five years after being educated in ministry, and
then God dealing with me to show me—and it came through a more critical, a more technical
study of the Scripture itself, to make my mind think more critically about what the Bible is
saying. What I am sharing with you now is a critical way, a technical way, a more exact way of
looking at the Scriptures. And if you have not been developed to think that way, you will pick
an English translation, you will pick a church system, and you will go along with it. And you
will either believe it or will not believe it, because you agree with it or you do not agree with it -
this type of a thing - rather than critically thinking of Scripture on our own.

Matthew chapter 22 verse 34 through 37,

34) When the Pharisees had heard that He put the Sadducees
to silence, they were gathered together.

35) And one of them, who was a lawyer, asked him a question,
tempting him, and saying,

36) ""Master, which is the great commandment in the law?"
37) Jesus said to him, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God..."

I am reading a King James but I am going to ask some of you, if you do not have the King
James, to read out of yours. I would like at least one New International Version, maybe a New
King James, and anything else that you might have.
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37) Jesus said to him, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, with all thy souls, and with all thy mind."

That is Deuteronomy chapter 6 verse 5.

38) "This is the first and great commandment.
39) "And the second is like unto it,

This is Leviticus chapter 19 verse 18.

"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."
40) "On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets."

Somebody read to me what your translation says that Jesus said in verse 37. I said, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, and mind. What does another translation say
there for what Jesus said? Does anybody have anything different?

Here is a New King James, You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment.

Okay, do we have an ESV?

ESV: And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment."

Okay. The NIV does not say, "You shall love." The NIV says, "Love." It is a command
because Jesus said it is a command, so in their translation they said, Jesus said, ""Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind."

They present it as a command: love not you shall love. You shall is not a command. And
the translators get confused because Jesus said, "This is the first and great commandment."
Okay so it is a command, right? But then you read it and it is not a command. Jesus did not
command to do it. He says, "You will love," and, "You will (thou shalt) love thy neighbor." The
translators, again, thinking the man-centered gospel frame of mind on this, present it as a
command. In the pulpit, it is presented as a command, that you are commanded to love God and
you are commanded to love your neighbor. No, you are not, it is a promise.

And here is the key from what I just showed you from Ezekiel chapter 36 verse 27. See,
it is a command, but He is not commanding us to do it. Here is the command: "You will love."
That is the command. How can He say that? Because that is what we struggle with, right? We
struggle with loving one another. How can God say, "You will love and it will be done?" How
can He say that? Because He is doing it. He is the one that is doing the love. His Spirit is
keeping the commands of God.
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Correctly Understanding Love

The moment that I received Jesus Christ—and here is another side note, technical side
note, the word for /ove is the word d'ydmn (agape). The verb form is dyamde (agapao), but
aydmn (agape) is the noun form. Outside of the New Testament there are only three instances
in the usage of the Greek language where the noun ayydmn (agape) is found, the noun form.
Aristotle used it twice as only the gods can produce. And so dyamn (agape) is something that is
divine, something that man cannot produce within the Greek language itself. And yet we are told
you will dyamn (agape).

Now turn with me, please, to I John chapter 4. The only definition of dydmn (agape) in
the Bible, I John chapter 4, let us go to verse 7. Beloved, it says, let us love one another, when
in the Greek text it says, We should be loving one another. We should be loving one another
for love is of God and everyone that loves has been born of God and knows God. He that
loves not God, does not know God because God is dydmn (agape). Why should I be loving if
I have been born of God? It is because I have His Spirit living in me, I have been born of Him,
and God Himself (His nature, His person) is dyydn (agape), love. Therefore, if I have dyamn
(agape) love living inside of me at the point of my spiritual birth, then I have the love of God.

Now, as I try to transfer that into human actions and human works, here is where I get all
messed up. In fact, I had a person come to me one time, he was involved in a Bible study in his
home. Somebody else was a Bible teacher there teaching. And it bothered the Bible teacher that
every time the group gathered together, and they started to study the Word that this person - it
was in his home - he would get up and go sit in the back bedroom. He would not sit in with the
group. After prayer he would get up and leave. And so, the Bible teacher asked him about it.
He said, "Well, yeah, I can hear from back there." It is very obvious that he just did not want to
be around the Word. So then, one week he approached the Bible teacher and told him, "If you
are going to continue the Bible studies, you will have to find another place to do it because I am
not going to concentrate on the study of the Bible, I am going to do the top priority for the
Christian, I am going to love my neighbor." So, he left off from the study of the Word of God,
and he went around the neighborhood doing loving things for his neighbor. All human effort.
All performance. But for him, all in fulfillment of what we are supposed to be doing for one
another. We are supposed to be loving one another. And we have a tendency to find human
things to do to fulfill what we say is the edict, the commandment, the duty given to the Christian,
of loving people. Go find ways to love people - that is human effort, that is not d'ydmn (agape).

" Ayan (agape) is only produced by God. It is only God Himself.

In fact, now turn back to Galatians, if you will with me, Galatians chapter 5 on the fruit
of the Spirit. Galatians chapter 5 verse 22. But the fruit of the Spirit—and your Bible should
have Spirit capitalized because he is talking about the Spirit of God. But the fruit of the Spirit
is love. That is dyyamn (agape). Itis a fruit that God's Spirit produces. Not man. Why is it a
fruit that God's Spirit produces? Because a'ydmn (agape) is God. ~ Aydmn (agape) is the nature
of the Spirit of God. It is beyond man's ability to produce d-ydmn (agape). Only God in that
person can produce dyamn (agape). It goes on to say, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, and I had to keep reading because of the next word,
the word faith. And some translations, I think even the New King James, might have the word
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faithful. Yes. They changed it in order to match the new American Standard, newer translation,
and the NIV. wloTLs (pistis) is the noun faith, MLOTOS (pistos) is the adjective faithful. It is not
the adjective. It has never been the adjective. It has always been the word faith.

But the translators changed it from faith to faithful because they said (and they have
books out that you can do research on this, how the translators come up with their translations)
because they said, "If we keep it faith that means faith is produced by God's Spirit and not man."
That's right. You got that right. It must mean faithful, so they changed it to faithful, but it is not
the Greek word faithful. Again, what we translators and exegetes, what we deal with in dealing
with all these different translations is that the translators will change the actual Biblical texts
themselves to match their mindset as to whether they are a man-centered gospel or a Christ-
centered Gospel.

If you keep it faith you are Christ-centered. God gives faith. He provides faith. Or if
you are man-centered you say, "Well, we cannot say that because that means faith comes from
Christ, because we believe faith comes from man. Man has to produce the faith in order to get
God to work. So that mindset cannot be right if we leave it faith." So they changed it. And
there are many, many other pieces of scripture. And I am really not trying to put a damper on
you and try to put a cloud over the Word of God, as you know I hold very dearly to the
Scriptures as being the inspired Word of God.

The English Bible is a Translation

In fact, I was in a five-year slump, so to speak, many years back, because I started
researching all these things and I came to realize that the Bible translations are contradicting
themselves. "Well, which is true? What the NIV says? That it is a command Love? Or whether
it is the King James, ESV, and all the others that say, Thou shalt love? Which is true? Because
it makes a big difference." There are many, many other passages of Scripture where the
translations say just the opposite of each other because they believe the text is indicating one
way, whereas the other translation is indicating it a different way. They are using interpretation,
rather than translation. And I just said, "You know this whole thing, this whole Christian thing,
forget it. I cannot even find two Bible translations that agree with each other, so how can it be
the Word of God?!"

And I went into a five-year slump where I just — I continued on, continued studying, but
I was so depressed because I was set in the traditional way, that the Bible is the Word of God,
even so far as to say, "The King James Bible is the inspired word, inspired translation, there is no
other English translations than the old King James of 1611." You know? That type of a thing.
And then all of a sudden you find that there are contradictions between all the different
translations. And then when the New King James came out, I used that for a while. The New
King James came out and people got on me for abandoning the old King James text. They said,
"The old King James text is the inspired translation from God." And I said, "Well, which one?"
Because the old 1611, have you ever seen the old 1611 King James? It has some strange
language in there because it is old English.

All Materials Copyright © 2026, The Bible Translation & Exegesis Institute of America, www.bteministries.org
The Greacall and NewlJerusalemU fonts used in this work are available from Linguist's Software, Inc., www.linguistsoftware.com



The Manifesto of the Two Gospels
Transcript ~ manifestol

The King James that we have, we call it "the old King James." This is its third revision,
and it has gone through over one hundred thousand changes, corrections, to become the old King
James that we have been using for the last twenty to thirty years. So even this has been changed.
This is not the 1611 King James. So, you want to be dogmatic and legalistic about it? When I
tell people that, it is like I just ruined their whole Christian life.

"What do you mean a hundred thousand changes?! No! You cannot change the Word of God!"
I said, "Well, they changed this translation. It is only a translation."

And it is only that, I began to change and work my way back into the fact that when I am dealing
with English, I am dealing with a translation. And I had already been involved in the original
languages and realized that my depression came because the translations do not match up with
the original Greek. So I was more determined than ever just to stick with the Greek. It is okay
to use English, just like I just did with you. I went through the English. I have a King James
Bible sitting in front of me, but I know that this word is TLGTLS (pistis) not TLGTOS (pistos). I
already know that, so I can use an English translation as long as I know what this verse is saying
in its original language. And I got to a point, and I am still at that point, where no matter what
English I read, I read it and my mind says, "That is nice, that is nice that it says that, but what
does it mean?" And I always have to dig in and find out what the text is saying.

Correctly Understanding Faith

Just the doctrine of a'ydmn (agape) love, and I gave you just a brief rundown of dyamn
(agape). And I will get off on another tangent, since I mentioned faith. The word faith, TioTLS
(pistis) means persuasion. The goddess of the Greeks is I1€L06s (Peithos), which means
persuasion. TLOTLS (pistis) comes from this word and it means persuasion. As we just studied,
faith is a fruit of God's Spirit. It is not produced by man. Now there are parts of the Gospels
where Jesus would say to somebody, "Where is your faith?" It can be taken many ways. What
does He mean by that? Is that a challenge? If you are a man-centered gospel person, you will
take it as a challenge. Where is your faith? So a man-centered gospel approach will say He is
challenging the person to believe. "Come on. I cannot work until you believe." Somebody with
a Christ-centered mindset from a Christ-centered Gospel will say, "He is saying to that person,
"Where is your faith, you have none.""

And you look further into the Greek text, the word your, in faith—this is how exact the
technical language is. Where is your faith? The word your is a personal pronoun showing
possession, not a reflexive pronoun showing source. That answers the question right then and
there. Not only do all the texts on faith show that faith comes from God, but that when Jesus
said, "Where is your faith?" He is saying, "Where is the faith that you possess?" and the answer
is, "I do not have any." He is making them realize they don't have faith. Even the disciples came
and said, "Lord, we believe, help our unbelief," looking to the Lord to help them to believe. So
putting that all together, the word faith meaning persuasion, every time that God's Spirit
ministers to us, individually, from within, it is the persuasion of God's Spirit. We call it the
ministry of God's Spirit. 1t is His spirit persuading us to the truth of God. If there is anything we
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are saying here today that is true and of the Spirit of God, God's Spirit will be persuading you to
make you go, "Oh, I see that, yeah." It is a persuasion that God has. Whenever God ministers
through you to another person it will be God's Spirit persuading that person through the ministry
that is coming through you.

That is why the word disobedience in the scriptures is the word TioTLS (pistis) with the
(-a) alpha privative (or negative) in front of it. A disobedient person is somebody who refuses to
be persuaded. Is that not interesting? So God's Spirit can be persuading through you in
ministering to other people and the other people be refusing to be persuaded. They are being
disobedient. So it is all based on the persuasion of God's Spirit. God gives me the faith to do
what He wants me to do.

A scripture just popped into my head. I have all kinds of things popping into my head.
We are supposed to be taking The Manifesto, but this is all part of it.

In Romans chapter 12, in verse 3 it says, For I say, through the grace given unto me...
Interesting, see, grace given. The only way Paul speaks is by the grace that has been given to
him. It is not him. God gives him the grace. To every man that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God has
dealt to every man the measure of faith. Oh! As God measures to every person the measures
of faith, that is how you are to think. He sees them going beyond what God is doing, beyond
what God is saying. He is not chiding them for not having enough faith, he is telling them, "Just
go by what God is persuading you to do. Do not go beyond that. Beyond that is not God's will
for your life."

If you are sitting there saying, "I do not know what God wants me to do." Well, if He's
not persuading you, then you do not do anything. Go by the measure of faith that God gives to
you, which is His persuasion, the ministry of His Spirit. Now see, that is a Christ-centered
mindset. Christ is the one who has the faith. He is the one that persuades me. He is the one—
not giving me the faith, He is measuring that faith to me, persuading me as to what He would
have me to do, or what He wants to do in my life. To do more than that is in the flesh. Does that
make sense?

Audience Participation

Yes, sir?
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That is right. Yeah. I see myself in my own weakness, in my own unfaithfulness in a
sense, without faith.

More About Faith

In fact, the word Tei0os (peithos) is the word for the goddess of persuasion. From
melBos (peithos) comes WLOTLS (pistis), which is faith. And then, mLoT€ebw (pisteuo), the verb,
is the word believer. Interesting, right off of the word faith. 1 am a believer. The moment that I
received Jesus Christ I became a believer, somebody who lives under the persuasion. So that, if
you are dealing with me in my life and you sense that my life functions under a different
persuasion than yours does, the non-believer, you know why. It is because I am a believer now.
A believer is not somebody who believes certain facts and truths, even though that might be true,
it is somebody who now lives—He is a believer. Usually the word believer is a present
participial form, which means constantly. And I am, I am constantly under the persuasion of
God's Spirit all the time, whether God's Spirit is persuading me or not, I am under faith all the
time.

That is why I have my personal definition and meaning of faith. Let us call it a meaning,
not a definition. The meaning of faith is:

Faith is the presence and the activity of God's Spirit in a believer's life.

The presence and the activity. I say, and because there might not seem to be any activity
because God is not doing anything, but His presence is there, and His Spirit is always energizing,
always persuading beyond means that I am even aware of. I have no idea. Okay.

Now, the man-centered gospel is going to emphasize, "God cannot work in your life until
you have enough faith." And once you realize what the Scripture teaches about faith, you
realize, "So, He expects me to come up with it?" How about in James chapter 2 where it says,
Faith without works is dead? I am glad you asked me that. Faith without works is dead.
Interesting that the word works means activity. If you tell me that you have faith, or you are of
the faith, let us put it that way, you are of the persuasion. If you tell me you are of the faith, then
it should be active. It is not dormant. But if you have a faith that is dead, no activity at all, put
the Geiger counter up and it does not even go past zero, nothing, it is a dead faith. And James
asks, Can faith save the person if it is dead faith? And he is talking to the Jews. James was
written to the Diaspora—the Jews who are scattered about—and he is talking to the Jews about
religious faith. Can your faith save you, if your faith is inactive? There is no activity to it
whatsoever. It is just a dead religious faith, meaning man-produced.

There is a faith that you and I produce, I hope you know that. In fact, we live by faith all
the time. Not the faith the Bible is talking about, but when we are going to take a drive in a car,
or get on an airplane, we pack our bags. That is faith! Because you do not know you are going
to get there! But you are trusting you are, right? I mean there is a certain kind of faith. I get
ready on Sunday mornings and come out here. Why do I get ready? Why do I get dressed?
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Why do I come out here at a certain time? I trust somebody is going to be here. Maybe not,
someday, I do not know.

But there are human things that I do that I use my own human faith and that is what the
man-centered gospel is attempting to get me to practice. You come up with that faith. We all
have it, so you come up with enough faith, and it has to be enough faith, you know, to reach a
certain level before God's Spirit can bless you. But you have to produce it, because Jesus said,
"Where is your faith?" Well, in context, what does that mean? See, it can go different ways. Is
Jesus challenging the person to say, "I do not have faith." Is Jesus challenging him to come up
with faith? Or is Jesus making him realize he is without faith, he needs faith, he needs the faith
of Christ?

In our culture—and I used to be in the educational system. I was professor of Biblical
Greek at Master's International Divinity School. Of course, [ went to school, college, for many
years and was involved in the whole educational process. The whole educational process is
taking the Bible and teaching young men and young women how to use the Scriptures to
motivate people to perform so that God will bless them, and to get God to work in their lives.
Man-centered gospel. It is up to you. When, in reality, as we are studying here, the Christ-
centered Gospel, as we are seeing from Exedus Ezekiel chapter 36 verses 25 to 27 that it is God-
centered; we are just the vessels. And many times I am told, "Well, you know, if I do not do
anything then nothing will get done." My response, "Good! because that means God's not doing
anything." Because if God wants to get something done, He will do it. It is as simple as that.

Reading the Handout ~ The Christ-Centered Gospel (continuing on page 2)
As we continue to read. We are in The Manifesto.

In this covenant, God said He would put His Spirit within His people and His
Spirit would cause His people to walk in His statutes and to keep His judgments
and to do them. God did not say they should do them, nor does He command
His people to walk in His statutes or to keep His judgments; rather, He gives the
promise and fulfillment as a statement of fact.

It will be done. Period. Why? Because God is going to do it, He cannot fail.

God's Spirit will make His will happen in the lives of His people. It is not
dependent on the human effort and the performance of people.

The promise of a New Covenant was fulfilled with the coming of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost (when God sent His Spirit to indwell His people as recorded in Acts
chapter 2).

The entire Book of Acts is a historical account of how God’s Spirit worked in
and through the Apostles. It is not a historical record of how the Apostles
practiced certain principles to get God’s Spirit to bless their work.
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I have been following, for the last couple of years, a church, not in this area, that is
going through the book of Acts. And as they study the book of Acts each week on the main
church Sunday Morning Sermon, they study how God's Spirit worked through the apostles:
miracles, preaching, and people saved. And then the last of half the message was, "Now, look at
what the apostles did so that we can repeat the moving of the Spirit here." They did not do
anything. They were just filled with the Spirit and God's Spirit did the work. They did it in
reverse. They said, "Now, we have to make that happen in our church, and the only way we can
make the Spirit move in our church like it did in the book of Acts is to do what the apostles did.
What did they do?" So he has an outline of five or ten things that the apostles did to make the
Spirit move. No, they did not. The book of Acts is how God's Spirit moved through the
apostles. The apostles most the time did not know what was happening, or what was going to go
on.

God worked sovereignly according to His own will through yielded vessels to
Sfulfill His own work.

Jesus taught this very thing in John 15:5...

I like this one. The text says in John chapter 15 verse 5, separate from Me, you are not able to
do even one thing, that is the literal translation. The literal meaning of this verse is, without Me
doing it, that is what Jesus meant by separate from Me. Without Me doing it, you are not able to
do even one spiritual thing. So, apart from Me you cannot do it, and if I do not do it, you cannot
do it.

Reading the Handout ~ The Christ-Centered Gospel Continued (page 3)

Outside of the Bible, Miles J. Stanford explains this best: ""The Christian life is
not our living a life like Christ, or our trying to be Christ-like..."

I hear that all the time. "We need to copy and do what Jesus did." No. We cannot copy and be
like that. Then you are trying to make me be Him, be like Him, I cannot be like Christ.

"...or our trying to be Christ-like, nor is it Christ giving us the power to live a
life like His; but it is Christ Himself living His own life through us; 'no longer
L, but Christ.'"

Quote of Paul. It is not even Him giving me the power to live the life, it is He is the life and He
lives His life through me. He does not give me the life. He is the life. And the life that is in my
life, and through my life, is Him.

Numerous examples of this can be found in the Scriptures:

Zechariah (the prophet in the Old Testament) zells us, after their exile in
Babylon the Jews returned to Jerusalem and immediately began to rebuild the
wall and the temple, and then stopped building. After 16 years, God raised up
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Zechariah to call the people to start rebuilding the temple once again. God’s
message to the people is recorded in Zechariah 4:6, ""This was the word of
Yahweh to Zerubbabel,” (the governor, the leader there). ""This is the word of
Yahweh to Zerubbabel saying, 'Not by strength, nor by power, but rather by My
Spirit," has said Yahweh of hosts."

So, "You are going to go back to building the wall, and you are going to go back to building the
Temple, but it will not be human strength or human power, but rather, by My spirit," says the
Lord of hosts.

God was making it clear the temple was not to be built by man’s strength, nor
man’s power, but rather by the Spirit of God.

The Psalmist said this very thing in Psalm 127 verse 1.

One of my favorite verses used in church committee meetings, when people are deciding what

programs we are going to do or what we are going to do, especially build buildings and new
churches.

Psalm 127 verse 1 says, "If Yahweh does not build a house, the ones building it
have labored in vain. If Yahweh does not guard the City, the watchman has
watched for nothing."

See, it is taking it for granted that you can labor, those who labor have labored in vain unless
God did it. You can do it. You can build buildings and put a church name on it and dedicate it
to God all you want to, but if God did not build it, it was for nothing. It was all man.

It must be God that does God’s work. Human effort does not produce the
spiritual things of God. God does not accept, acknowledge, or bless the human

effort of man.

I have heard that one too, where people say, "Well, all of this is true but we go ahead and do it
and we ask God to bless our efforts." No.

The human cannot produce spirit; it can only produce human or flesh. In John
3:6 Jesus said to Nicodemus, “That which has been born from out of the flesh
is flesh; and that which has been born from out of the Spirit is spirit.” Jesus
was explaining Nicodemus must be ""born again," that is, he must experience
the spiritual birth from heaven that is worked by God’s Spirit because the
human cannot perceive spiritual things without the Spirit of God. (See also 1
Corinthians 2:14.)

Where it says, The natural man does not receive or understand the things of the Spirit of
God, because the things of the Spirit of God are spiritually understood. It takes the Spirit of
God to explain the things of God. Man cannot know it or experience it.
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And so with Nicodemus, Nicodemus is trying to figure out this spiritual birth and yet
trying to apply it to the religious life. We know from John chapter 3 that Nicodemus was the
master teacher in Israel. And Jesus told him, "You should know these things." You should
know about being born of the Spirit. You should know what Ezekiel chapter 37 was saying, how
the Spirit of God will come, and like a wind will blow through and fill My people. How God's
Spirit is going to make His people. You should already know this.

And the question comes up, and then Nicodemus comes back and says, "So when a man
gets old, does he enter a second time in his mother's womb to be born again? How does that
work?" Actually, in the Greek text it is a question but he expected the negative answer. In other
words, he said, "Now You do not mean that you go a second time in your mother's womb and be
born, that is not what You mean, is it?" He is looking for Jesus to confirm.

Some people put Nicodemus down by saying, "How can somebody be such a
knucklehead?" but he is looking for Jesus to confirm that is not what He meant. That is the
explanation that Jesus gives. Human flesh can only produce human. Human flesh cannot
produce Spirit things. We are only human. So even if [ were to take the Bible and try to obey
the commands of God, my human effort is producing human effort, not Spirit. That is why
Nicodemus needed to be born of the Spirit of God, because only from the Spirit of God can come
a spiritual birth. Man cannot create it. He is flesh. He is human. It has to come from God.

He told Nicodemus that unless you are born from above you cannot see, you are not able
to see the kingdom of God. And that is literally what it means. "Nicodemus, you are the master
teacher in Israel. You are very religious, the highest of religious order. But you cannot see the
kingdom of God. You are spiritually dead." A believer, through faith, can see the kingdom of
God. I can see God working in my life, not actually see Him in form, I can see the kingdom of
God working here on the earth. I can see the Lord working in my life. I can see the Lord
working in other people's lives. You become alive to the spirit realm, whereas before that—
before you were born of the Spirit of God—dead to the spirit realm, unable to understand. So He
is telling Nicodemus, in order to see, literally see the kingdom of God, you have to be born from
above. You have to see spiritual things from the Spirit of God, not from man, and not from
religion.

These Scriptures show the true Biblical presentation of the Gospel centers on
Christ. He is the One who has all the resources, and power, and authority; and
He is the One working in and through the believer for the glory of God. The
believer is merely the vessel through which the Lord does His work, the vessel is
not the performer. To focus on the performance of the vessel is to follow a
different gospel.

Emphasize different gospel. You can put a reference there if you want for II Corinthians
chapter 11 verse 3, where Paul told the Christians in Corinth, You are following a different
gospel, a different Jesus, and a different spirit, that, Satan himself appears as an angel of
light. In II Corinthians chapter 11, very powerful chapter where he talks about the disciples of
Satan make themselves into disciples of Christ. Human effort through discipline, talk and act.
But inwardly they are dead.
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Audience Participation

And that is what most, if not all, Christians go through, is the realization, "I do not have
it." But it is the guilt, the guilt of it all because the man-centered gospel frame of mind says that
if you do not have love, then you are not saved. So if this afternoon, I come across somebody on
the road and if I do not treat them with love, that means I am not saved. That is why I had said
earlier that love is a Person, not an action.

More About Understanding Love

On the other hand, if you want to see /ove in action, here is Jesus gathering together some
ropes from some animals and chasing people out of the Temple and tipping over the coin
changers tables. Love in action. It is like, "Wait a minute here, that is a little violent." Anything
that God does is d'ydmn (agape). We are the ones that do not understand love; and because of
that we try to evaluate ourselves as to whether we are loving or not, based on what our
expectations are as to what love should be. How should I be performing that if I am supposed to
love?

Even I John, we read from that earlier, but I John has a lot of what translators called
hortatory subjunctives: verbs that are in the subjunctive mood. Subjunctive mood expresses
possibility, probability; it is not fact and it is not a command. But some of the—I know the King
James does, translates it instead of we should be loving, they translate it let us love, and the "let
us" is in italics to show you that is not in the text. They have to make something out of it. It is
we should be loving, but the translators say with the people who are studying the Bible, when it
says we should be loving that takes explanation. "What do you mean we should be? What if
am not. What do you mean?" There is nobody there to explain to them what that means.

But I John, a powerful, powerful letter, written by John to show the qualifications as to
who is saved and who is not. And you know, he will start off by talking about obeying the Lord,
but he also says, And the one who is not loving his brother has not been born of the Spirit of
God. Let us say you and I are playing basketball outside and you are whipping me, and I get
mad and I do not treat you with too much love, you know? So if I am not loving my brother, I
guess I have not been born of God. I mean, if you want to fit it in to the template there. That is
not what it means at all. My flesh can lash out at somebody, my flesh can treat somebody a
certain way, but God's Spirit is still loving them in me.
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In fact, because of the human way that I treat somebody, God's love will deal with me,
even to come back and say, "You whipped me, you deserve me treating you better than that."
That is God's love in action. Now, the human element was not love, but God's love brought
about something, do you see what I am saying?

So God's love was there. We do not understand d-ydmn (agape). When someone comes
to me and says, "You know, you ought to love your brothers and sisters in Christ." Yeah. I do
not know what that looks like. I do not know what that should be. There are some brothers and
sisters in Christ, or at least claim to be, that they just rub me the wrong way and I rub them the
wrong way. I cannot do anything about it, you know?

That is what it boils down to, we don't know what d'ydmn (agape) is. All we know is
that God is a'ydmn (agape) and once I am born of the Spirit of God, again according to I John,
once I am born of the Spirit of God then I have d'ydmn (agape) in me all the time, because He is
there all the time. He, a'ydmn (agape), is with me all the time so I always have aydmn (agape).
It is always active. I cannot explain that, what it is supposed to look like, I just know that He is
there. If He is there, whether He is active or He is inactive, every person who is born of the
Spirit of God has d'ydmn (agape). Period. They are loving their brothers and sisters. Even
though in the human there might be some struggles going on, but the dydmn (agape) of God is
keeping that relationship spiritually intact, and God will use that to help develop the character of
each person.

That is why I have also said before, I do not know that it is right to encourage people to
go find a church where you find people that you get along with. People that you like. You like
the pastor. Everything is wonderful. You go there and it is a great social time. There are some
people that just go church hopping because, "I don't get along with the people." Well, maybe
that is where you should be. God's love working out character in you and character in them.
You do not necessarily have to get along. I have actually had people over the years say things
along the lines of, "Well, I honestly could not go to that church because I could not fulfill God's
command and love them. Some I just could not get along with." Well, if you have the Spirit of
God in you, yes you can, and yes you did. Your flesh did not, and your human did not. You had
a personality conflict or something, but that does not mean you leave, just on that basis alone.

I would say the Spirit of God leading someone to go somewhere, or not go somewhere,
should be based on, again, the teaching and preaching of the Word of God and whether it is the
Spirit of God or not. Period. If it is not the truth then I say, "Do not go there. Find another
church." There is only one problem. That in the day in which we live, I do not know but maybe
one or two churches in America that I would recommend. In all of America, you know, on that
basis of the truth of the Word of God being taught and it be the Spirit of God at the same time.
And I am talking about the Christ-centered Gospel versus man-centered gospel.

More Audience Participation
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Right. That is a good point. We are struggling with what we cannot do but God is doing
what He is going to do anyway, in spite of our struggles. And I go through my struggle, and I
am looking at myself and I am feeling bad about my Christian performance, and yet in the spirit
realm God's Spirit is accomplishing His purposes while I am struggling with myself. He is not
sitting inside of me with His arms folded saying, "Get over yourself! Come on, I have things to
do!" He is doing it anyway. He is accomplishing His purposes beyond us. I do not want us to
think that God is sitting there waiting for us to get our act together before He can do anything.
He works in us and through us.

Right. Yep. Spiritual maturity is a process we go through in our interactions with the
Lord, where, as time goes on, He becomes the expression of our life. Not our expression of Him,
but He expresses Himself through us. The more I fellowship with Him, there is more of Him and
less of me, as time goes on, to where people will continue to see me, the human being, but they
will see more and more of the expression of Christ through me.

I will go through phases and times when I try to copy the Lord, as they say, you know?
You have ministries out there where it says, "The Lord commanded sickness to go away," so you
start commanding like Jesus did, and use the same words and the same authority and copy Him,
in other words. There are a couple pieces of Scripture where Paul says, Imitate me, as I follow
Christ, and so people think that Paul is saying that whatever Paul does, you duplicate that.

Just like discipleship programs of today. I cringe when all of these discipleship programs
are out, got workbooks and CDs and everything on how you can function and learn how to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ. They are discipleship programs. All you are doing is becoming a
disciple of the program. That is what you are doing. You are not becoming a disciple of Christ,
even though that is what it was called. To be to be a disciple of Christ is to be a disciple of Him,
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His existence, His being, His nature that lives within you. You cannot learn that out of a
workbook. It comes out of interaction with His Spirit.

When Paul says, Copy me as I imitate Christ, the Greek word there is mimic. Back in
those days, a mime would perform a skit or a play and they would wear masks and costumes, but
they would not say anything and they would just act it out. And the expression that is made
through all the actors and actresses brought the message across to the audience. And if they were
good at it, if they were good mimes, the audience would get the message and they would enjoy
the performance. Well, that is what Paul is saying. Paul is saying, As you see the expression of
Christ in my life, let it be the same expression in your life. He was not saying, "Copy me,"
because that is what the English says. "Okay. I have to copy him. How did Paul do this? Well,
whenever he read his Bible he raised his left hand about right here, so okay, copy Paul and so
this is what [ am..." No. But see that is man-centered, not Christ-centered. Everything has to go
back to Christ Himself. Not even looking to Christ to give me the ability to be like Him. It is
looking to Christ for Himself to express Himself through me; then my life will be like Christ
because it will be Him, not me.

Reading the Handout ~ The Man-Centered Gospel (page 4)

Okay, we are going to read about the man-centered gospel. Not really something joyful
to read about but it helps us to understand some things. We studied quite a bit of time on the
Christ-centered Gospel. This is the man-centered gospel.

The gospel that is prevalent today is the man-centered gospel.

Like I say, I only know of a couple of churches in America that actually focuses on the Christ-
centered Gospel. You will go there and hear different versions.

Reading the Handout ~ The Manifesto Chart (page 7)

By the way, turn to the last page, and you will see a chart diagram. This is what we will
be taking tomorrow of the three major theological systems of the man-centered gospel. It has
been broken down into three major systems. And if you go to a church anywhere, you will find
either one of these three major systems, or an offshoot from these. And if you listen enough you
will find out that the ministers are actually trained from the Bible schools that have formed from
off of these theologies. And so, getting back to our page now. Just to show you where we are
heading with this thing—is that every church pretty much is founded upon a theological system.
They are pressured to pick one and then preach that one.

Introduction to Understanding Church "Systems"

When we first came to this church. I have been pastoring here for twenty-nine years, but
we have actually been coming here for thirty-one or thirty-two. When I first came in the door,
right to the left as you come in that doorway was a little plaque, and it said, "What We Believe."
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It listed all the what we believe doctrines of this church so that everybody would know when you
came in what system they fell into. So, I thought, "Okay. I can live with the We Believes that
they believe in." So, we came here for a while. Then there were a couple things that |
mentioned. I said, "Well, you say, "We believe this about miracles,' but you know, Scripture says
something a little bit different here," and I pointed out the Scripture. And the conversation
always went back to, "Well, that might be what it says, but this is what we believe." That is that
crossover, you see? "Well, the Bible might say that, and it might say that to you, but what we
believe it says is this. And so, we stand on our beliefs."

And you will see tomorrow, when we get into this chart, which is really the heart of—we
are giving you the explanation now but the chart section actually represents the heart of this
whole Manifesto, in the fact that it is secondary information. All—I am using the word all
loosely here because I know I cannot say it one hundred percent straight across the board), but
all, if not most information that is shared from the pulpit or through Bible studies nowadays is all
from secondary information. It is what some commentary or some book that somebody wrote
about what the Bible says. But very rarely do you get something that is the study of the Bible
itself. Everything. You go to Bible school, you are studying secondary information. You are
studying what that school says you are to believe the Bible says. Even though the other Bible
school down the street uses the same translation and they are telling you, "No, it is not what they
say, it is what we say." So you get trained in that.

And I always like to use—and some of you have been exposed to my terminology over
the years—franchises. Churches are franchises. We used to have a manager of McDonald's here
as a worship leader one time, and so we had some good discussions about McDonald's. 1 was
impressed with the training system. I was impressed with the thoroughness of how you are
supposed to dress, and how you are supposed to prepare the food. They even have, in fact, [ was
told it is in Chicago, the University of McDonald's there in Chicago, where you can actually go
and train and get educated on being a manager of a McDonald's store. So you have a man
getting trained in the McDonald's methods and systems, going to a McDonald's store, and, you
know, practicing the McDonald's way. Now, if somebody came over and had a Taco Bell
uniform on, reporting to work at McDonald's, they would have a problem. "We do not do that
here. We are McDonald's system here. You are wearing a Taco Bell uniform, so you need to go
over to Taco Bell."

I see the same thing with churches. If you pick which church system you agree with, or
you want to go with, you go to the Bible school that teaches that system, and when you get out,
you go find a church that has that system in it, in order to minister. That is how it works. And,
that is why I told you at the beginning, in my fifty years of ministry all the different
denominations that [ have ministered in. And as I went along, I came to challenge some of the
things by saying, "Why do we teach this, when the Bible doesn't teach that?"

"Well, it is what we believe it says, we Presbyterians hold this view."
"We Baptists hold this view, we believe this."

And so, I'm like, "Well, I cannot do that." So, I have to turn in my McDonald's uniform and say,
"I cannot do that—here—because it is not the truth. God is convicting me." So, you go to the
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next system, and you go to the next system, and you try because all the choices you have are
systems. You have no other choices. And it just got so frustrating.

And so after, of course, thirty-five years of doing that, then I began to realize what the
Scripture was actually saying. And really, you have to go on your own in a sense, and follow
what God's word says, and try to follow God's Spirit as best you can. And if different churches
and denominations—which they have—ask me to come and speak, I come and speak.

The biggest complaint that I have heard over the last few years, in not asking me to come
back and speak was not that I was teaching the wrong thing, it is that the people liked it. They
got ministered to. Where people come up and say, "Well, we got fed, that was good, we want to
hear that again." In fact, the local church, a large church—I preached three times there on a
Sunday night. I think the first night there was like forty people, and then that doubled to maybe
one-hundred, then it got up to one-hundred sixty or two-hundred people on the third meeting,
and the elders said, "We have to stop this. People are starting to come and listen."

I just am very content in my relationship with the Lord. I do not feel like I need to prove
anything. I mean, if the Lord took me out of public ministry today, that would be fine with me,
because it is really—physically, humanly, it is a big struggle. And I am very content with my
relationship with the Lord. I do not have to be in public ministry to feel fulfilled and satisfied. It
is a labor, a labor of love, but it is still a labor, it is just very difficult. And we do not get paid for
it so it is not like I am stepping out of my paid position. We do not take money for ministry. All
the money, one hundred percent, goes for repairs, maintenance, support of other people that need
help, website. We support Asha over in India who does our transcribing for us, and we try to
support other people that help us with the Lord's work. So, if I were to stop public ministry
today I would not lose my paycheck. And that seems to be the motivation that some people have
for not getting out of ministry, "I cannot afford it. I have a house payment. I have a car
payment." And it took fifty years for me to get to a place where I am comfortable, I am at peace.
Everybody can walk out on me and I would just be like, "Okay Lord, let's open the Word, and
let's have some fellowship."

Reading the Handout ~ The Man-Centered Gospel (continuing on page 4)

But, we continue on, okay, let us study about the man-centered gospel.

The Gospel that is prevalent today is the man-centered gospel - a false gospel
that mentally acknowledges Christ as the source of all authority and power, but
teaches it is up to man to produce the faith and perform acts of faith in order to
get God to move in His authority and power and blessing.

This is where it gets confusing because both the Christ-centered Gospel and the man-
centered gospel acknowledge that Christ is the source of all power and authority. "Give God the
glory," they will say. But it is up to man to access that authority and practice principles of faith
to make it happen. That is the catch, right there. That is the crossover to say, "Yes, the Bible
does say He has all authority and power," but then they start talking about what performance we
have to make, that is crossing over into the man-centered gospel.
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In a lot of the man-centered gospel [presentations], if they are really good at it, and there
are some preachers that are really good at it, some of them get me going. I will be listening and I
am going, "I know this is a man-centered gospel guy, but he is doing pretty good." Then all of a
sudden, about halfway through the message, all of a sudden [BOOP] switchover, "Ah! there it
is!" Then he starts talking about, "Now, our church needs to start..." It is like, "Okay, alright. I
got it now." Sometimes they are really, really good. They will say the right things and
acknowledge Christ, until it comes to application. When it comes to application, then they will
switch over and make it human performance.

Man is the foundation of the man-centered gospel. There is a fundamental
problem with this because, as we just learned from Scripture, God does not
receive the work of the flesh, God only receives the work that is done by His
Spirit. The Body of Christ today has yet to learn the difference between the
flesh and the Spirit. Please note that. The Body of Christ today has yet to learn
the difference between the flesh and the Spirit.

Please note that: The Body of Christ today has yet to learn the difference between the flesh and
the Spirit. This is natural and normal. Every Christian goes through it. Very few Christians
come out of it and can tell the difference between the flesh and the Spirit.

For me, it happened when I walked into a gymnasium when there was a basketball game
going on and the game had already started. I gave the ticket to the person at the door. The
cheerleaders were cheering. The people in the stands were doing their cheers and the basketball
players were running up and down the court. And when you are inside of a gymnasium like that,
you know that when the cheerleaders can unite the crowd, and everybody is cheering and
chanting the same thing, all that power goes down onto the basketball floor.

And just imagine, yourself, the difference. If you have ever been at a basketball game, all
the noise and the energy that is expressed in that room while the game is going on. You go back
in that room when there is no game going on, can you tell a difference? Yeah. The energy is not
there because the people are not uniting in their expression. Well, the day that I walked in, I
went, "Oh man!" How dangerous it is for human beings to get together and in unison—whether
it is speaking, or singing, whatever it might be—and to put all that energy together and get that
flowing in the room when we are all together, and just let it build, and let it build, that
stimulation. We have yet to learn in the body of Christ the difference between emotional
stimulation and the power of the Holy Spirit. There is a difference. You can feel emotional
stimulation.

A brother down the street told me, "Yeah, well, in our church we love to sing a lot." He
says, "If you cannot feel the Spirit, He is not there." It is like, no, that is... no. I have one of my
blunt statements that I get in trouble for but it is true: You cannot feel the Spirit. You cannot feel
the Holy Spirit. Feeling is a fleshly ability. Spirit is spirit. You cannot feel him. Nobody has
ever felt the Spirit in the Bible, He has just moved. He has just been there. He has just done
what He is going to do. But, we have yet to learn the difference between emotional stimulation
and the power of the Holy Spirit.
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One gal on the Internet the other day posted and said, "Come to our church on Sunday at
11 o'clock and the Spirit will really be moving." And I know that this is a Pentecostal
Charismatic church. And I made a statement to somebody, I said, "You ever notice how the
Spirit really starts to move when the musical instruments start to play?" If the musical
instruments do not play, what happens to the Spirit? Well, there is not much of it. It is not as
much because there is no energy there. And they consider that energy coming out from the
musical instruments, and then the singing, and then the drumbeats, and the bass, and everybody,
and it produces energy in the room. But the question is, is it the power of the Holy Spirit or is it
energy produced by man? Stimulation, emotional stimulation, most of it is emotional
stimulation.

You take our church services today and put it back in the first century church, or the first
church, when there was persecution and Christians had to hide in caves or hide somewhere
because of persecution. Can you imagine somebody saying, "Hey, I think I will bring my bass
guitar!"

"Shhhhh, no! We do not do that here, we are praying together so we're not found. We are going
to pray, and we are going to share together and encourage one another in the things of the Lord."

Everything is quiet. Everything is by the Spirit of God. As the Scripture text says in the Old
Testament, "It is not by the storm, it is not by the wind, it is not by the might, but it is by the
quiet Spirit of God speaking to the hearts of people." And today we are stimulation seekers and
we have yet to learn that is not the power of the Holy Spirit. And we become addicted to it.

People will come here—and I am not saying we are spiritual, I am not saying it is the
Spirit of God at all. Ilove to sing the hymns, it just blesses my heart. But, there are people that
come here and that have come here and as soon as we start singing they get all antsy. It is like,
"Where is the moving of the Spirit? Where is the beat?" You know, they are trying to get into it.

In fact, we had one couple that was here and we had finished with the first song and one
turned to the other one; right between the hymns, everything is quiet, and everybody is turning
the pages, "They sing the old hymns here." And they are sitting there bored out of their minds.
They were bored. By the way boring is a flesh term, not a spiritual term. Your flesh can get
bored, who cares? It is your spirit that gets ministered to.

More Audience Participation

Yes?
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That type of feeling is different than an emotional stimulation. That type of feeling is a
sense, "I had a sense of my burdens being lifted off of me." It is not that they went through an
emotional stimulation by their burdens being lifted. Once the load was lifted, it was a relief type
thing. And I think, and you already know, because you have been to enough churches, you know
what [ mean about emotional stimulation. It is a lot different than the experience of relief.

That is true. That is very true. The psalmist had a lot of expression of emotion in his
Psalms, but it was not attributed to the moving of the Holy Spirit. Even Jesus wept. [ would say
that that is a little bit emotional for God, who is perfect. And if the Lord can weep and He can
have that sense about Him over a situation, that is fine. But He was not attributing the emotional
stimulation of the moment to be the Holy Spirit. It was part of His humanness, human reaction
to the situation. Emotion is not wrong. Emotion is part of our makeup. Let me put it this way,
to create emotional stimulation for the purpose of experiencing stimulation in the flesh, totally
against the Word of God. But, in our culture it is just the way we have turned our churches—we
have got a couple of them here in town, that have basically been turned into nightclubs, Christian
nightclubs for church services, basically is what it boils down to. Got the disco ball moving in
the room and all the instruments playing, just like in a nightclub. And Christians are supposedly
receiving from the Holy Spirit.

But, like I say, expressing emotion, you know, would be different than somebody who
says, "I love to read God's Word because I try to get myself to cry." No. If you cry because of
how God touches your life, or what you realize from God's Word, that is one thing. But seeking
the stimulation of emotion is something completely, totally, different.
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And I appreciate that. And I think the answer is—and there are many scriptures, like
what Paul would say in I Corinthians 6 about taking your brother to court. He says, "You take
your brother to court in front of non-believers. Do you not have a wise man amongst you, who
can judge the matter?" And then Paul went on to talk about we need to judge. We are supposed
to be judging. I, as a pastor, should not be afraid to be transparent for someone to come up and
be discerning about what is of the Lord and what is not. I should not be afraid of that because
that is every Christian's responsibility. I have a responsibility to walk into a church, not to judge
them per se, as to judge the spirit of what is going on. And like you said and we used it in The
Manifesto, it is prevalent. It is everywhere you go. Well, since it is everywhere, I cannot turn
the blind eye to it. I have to discern what is of the Lord and what is not. And as I discern, 90%
of it is not going to be of the Lord. But that is my responsibility.

And as we were talking about yesterday in our message, [see Matthew 12:46-50 Part 1]
we have a responsibility about the spiritual influences that we are around. Especially from other
people. Even the family members can produce a spiritual influence that is spiritually not healthy.
And yet, we feel obligated to be around them or whatever that approach is.

It is the same thing with churches. It is the same thing with fellowships. I am coming to
this fellowship to receive from the Lord. Well, in order to receive from the Lord, I have to be
discerning "What is the Lord?" I just cannot let anything bombard me, any stimulation or work
of energy bombard me, I have to discern. But I might be the only person in the room who is
discerning, which would make me stick out like a sore thumb. But to myself, I have that
responsibility.

And I probably do stick out like a sore thumb because I always sit in the back pew, or sit
on the side, and I am listening, and I am singing, and I am participating in worship, and the
things that I sense are not of the Lord, I will just sit there and not participate in, and the things
that I sense are, I will. But then all of a sudden people notice, "This guy is just sitting over there.
He is not praising nothing. Come on. He is not even praising, he is a heathen." But I have to, |
mean. And if they are going to ask, I am going to tell them. "Well, maybe we ought to talk
about this. I am just trying to discern what is of the Lord and what is not." We get into this
whole discerning of emotional stimulation versus the moving of the Spirit of God.

Another factor—I told you about the basketball experience but at another time we had a
home Bible study and a woman said, "Well, I will not be here next week, me and some friends
are going to go to Las Vegas." Okay, so they were not there. So, the next week she comes back,
and she goes, "Oh!" Everybody wanted to know, "Did you have a nice time?"
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"Oh! We had a wonderful time!" She says, "You could just sense the Spirit of God
there."

And they said, "The Spirit of God? Did you not go to Vegas?"

"Yes, oh yes! The Spirit of God just filled that room. I just experienced..." She was just
going on and on and on.

And so, they began to question, they said, "Well, how did you do that? Where did you
go? Who did you go see?"

"Tony Orlando and Dawn."

And they said, "How did you experience the Spirit of God with Tony Orlando and
Dawn?"

She says, "It was the same energy that I feel in church."
And it was like, everybody just kind of went, "Ohhh."

And for me it was like, Bingo! Bingo! Just a different venue with different words, but the same
emotional energy. She says, "It was the same energy that I experience in church." Same spirit
and that, for me, was like the icing on the cake. It is like, okay, that is true.

The moment that Jesus Christ comes into our spirit, the flesh no longer dominates our life
and we are now walking with the Spirit of God. What we have done with the gospel here in
America is we have not made that split. The flesh went right along with the Spirit of God, where
the Spirit of God ministers the truth from His word but all the experiences and all the
applications are put onto the flesh. To where Jesus said that in order to be His disciple, you must
deny yourself. We do not deny ourselves. And the actual expression of church today is, "Come
to our church and express yourself. Do not deny yourself, express yourself. Who are you?

What kind of human talent do you have? What job do you want around the church?" And it is
all justified by saying you are doing it for God.

Yeah. Which is a different gift than the Bible is talking about. We will get into that a little bit
tomorrow too, about the man-centered gospel about gifts of the Spirit and the Christ-centered
Gospel.
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Reading the Handout ~ The Man-Centered Gospel (continuing on page 4)
But let us continue on, because I am sure you want to end the day.
The flesh is where the sin nature dwells.

Romans chapter 7 tells us that. Paul says, "In my flesh is dwelling sin." Romans chapter 7 verse
18. Remember at the beginning I told you there are two scriptures that you are going to need to
know for the proper interpretation and application of the Bible? The Ezekiel text and then the
one here: Romans chapter 7 verse 18. You have to understand correctly Romans chapter 7 verse
18 in order to properly interpret and apply the rest of the New Testament. It says,

"For I know that in me," Paul says, "'that is, in my flesh, is not dwelling any
good thing."

The Greek word translated good thing is the Greek word AGATHOS, which
literally means spiritual good.

There are various Greek words that designate certain types of good, dya®os (agathos) is
spiritual good. So when he says that in my flesh dwells no good thing, it does not mean that
there is no goodness about you as a human being; it means in your flesh there is nothing
spiritually good at all. There is nothing Spirit at all, let alone be good.

Paul came to the realization that the human flesh does not contain any spiritual
good. Other Scriptures, in both the Old and the New Testaments, present this
same truth.

Isaiah 64:6

All of us, like the unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like
unclean rags; and all of us wither like the leaf; and our iniquities carry
us like the wind.

Romans 3:10, 12

19 According as it has been written that there is not a righteous one, no
not one.

12 They all went out of the way, together they became unprofitable: there
is not anyone practicing kindness, there’s not as much as one.

None righteous. None eligible to do the work of God. Because the nature of
man is marred by sin, there is no spiritual usefulness originating from him that
he can provide to God or use to serve God with.

The oft asked question is, ""Well, what about the commands in the Bible given
to believers telling them what to do?" The answer to this and the key is to
properly interpreting and applying all of Scripture is found in Romans 7:18,
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"For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, is not dwelling any good
thing: for to will is present with me;"

The word will means I have a desire.
"but to work out what is right I am not finding."

A correct understanding of this verse is necessary in order to properly interpret
and apply Scriptures. This is an important lesson.

Reading the Handout ~ The Man-Centered Gospel Continued (page 5)

In Romans 7:7-14, Paul describes his struggle to keep the commandments of
the Law. He found that the more he tried to keep the commandments, the more
he violated them.

This is very perplexing. There in Romans chapter 7, he revealed the truth of why God gave His
law. God gave His law so that if you try to keep it, you will violate it. And if you violate it, then
you know you are a violator. So if he gives His holy law and you violate it, and you fall short of
it, you are a sinner. This is the way God makes us realize we are sinners. "Go ahead, try to keep
the law. You cannot."

While he desired to keep God’s commands with his mind, he found another
principle in his flesh working against this desire to obey, namely, "'sin dwelling
in me."” (Romans 7:17).

The word dwelling, by the way is a present participle, he saw that this is a law, sin is always
dwelling in his flesh. Always. With his mind he wants to keep God's law, but when he goes to
do it, he finds he cannot keep it. He does not have the ability to do it.

His conclusion is this: his mind desires to obey the Lord’s commands but he
does not have the human ability to obey because there is no good spiritual thing
in his flesh. (As mentioned previously, this is the Greek word AGATHOS,
which means spiritual good.)

Properly understanding this concept has plagued both the Hebrew people in the
Old Testament and the believers in the New Testament.

Because believers are given commands and what do we do? We try to keep them. And what
happens when you try to keep God's commands for your life? You fail. Well, humanly, in
appearance you might succeed, like we were talking about /ove or kindness. You might appear
to be, "Well, I finally loved my brother today, but I have hated him for three days prior, too."

"So, you failed, didn't you?"

"That's right."
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"So, you are a sinner, aren't you?"
"That's right!"
"So, what are you going to do about it?"

We go back to Ezekiel chapter 37, it is not you who does it anyway, it is God's Spirit. So stop
trying and start trusting the Lord. Let Him take care of it.

God gave the commandments to Israel as a representation of His glory and His
standard of holiness. As the people attempted to follow these commands in
their daily lives they would come to know their inability, and they would see
firsthand their sin—falling short of the glory of God, missing the mark of God's
holiness.

To this day, the Jewish people still attempt to accomplish salvation and
Justification by attempting to keep the Law of Moses.

These Jews who have rejected Jesus as the Messiah, they still live under the old covenant, they
are still trying to earn salvation by keeping the law. See, that is why they came up against Jesus.
They said to Jesus, "We do not need You. We have the law. We have our own salvation, so we
do not need a Messiah to die for our sins." And to this day the Orthodox Jews still do that. Still
practice the law.

Paul said in Romans 3:20,

On account of that from out of works of law not will be justified all flesh
before Him, for through law is knowledge of sin.

That is what the Law was given for. Paul went on to say in that section that we did not know sin
except God would give the law. I do not know what sin is. So, God says, "Do not steal."

"Oh, well, I have stolen."

"Well, you broke God's law. You are now a sinner. You know that you have a sin nature
now."

If there is no law that tells me I am wrong, if there is no standard of holiness, then I am not a
sinner. I am never doing anything wrong. Same thing with our criminal laws, even though we
can argue which ones are right and which ones are wrong. I mean, there is a stop sign at the end
of the street. I am going to get a ticket if I run through that stop sign. There is a law there that
says, "Stop." If that stop sign was not there and I just kept going, then I have not broken any
laws.
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More Audience Participation

[begin comment from the audience]
I see too, more and more, everyone has their own standard of what is right, what is holy.
And you just see this everywhere. What one person will decide, "This is right for me and
this where I draw the line." And then someone else will say, "Well I go a little further,"
or maybe shorter, but everyone has their own idea of what is right.

[end comment from the audience]

And the standard of morality, and the standard of holiness seems to change from
generation to generation, but it is God's standard of holiness. It is not whether I violate the latest
trend or not, it is whether I violate God. And that is what gets people upset, about, "Well, you
are not supposed to judge me." I have been told that before. "Well, you Christians judge!"

"No, I don't judge. God's word did."
"Well, you Christians use the Bible and go around judging."

"No, no. You do not understand. I did not say it. God said it. I am not saying it. I am
telling you what God said. Your beef is with Him. Not with me as a Christian going
around judging people. I am just letting you know what He said. You can take it from

there."

Reading the Handout ~ The Man-Centered Gospel Continued (continuing on page 5 )

They don’t understand that they are unable to keep the Law and therefore must
surrender to their Messiah Yeshua (Jesus) who was the only One to fulfill all of
the requirements of the Law.

Interesting, when Jesus came He fulfilled all the requirements of the law for us. He kept all the
requirements. He died for our short comings. All of our violations of God's law, Jesus paid for
on the cross. So, we are clean.

The answer for the Christian in the New Testament is the same: the more man
attempts to obey the commands of Christ, the more he fails. (That is, in your
own human effort you try to obey.) We have missed the lesson that God is trying
to teach us, namely, that we do not have the ability to produce spiritual things of
God from human efforts. When God commands the believer to obey Him, He is
looking for a response of, “I do not have the ability in my flesh (or the human)
to obey Your commands, so I will surrender to Christ and His Spirit, for His
Spirit to do the work in me and through me.” God did not give commands for
man to do, but for God to do in and through man according to His promise of
the New Covenant.
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Reading the Handout ~ Conclusion (page 6)
The Christ-centered Gospel emphasizes Christ.

Just off the top of my head, the Old Testament in Isaiah the prophet, where God told Isaiah and
the people of Israel, He says, God is your salvation. God is your strength. God does not give
me strength. In the flesh I am very weak and so I look for God to give me strength. He will not
give my weak flesh strength. He will be my strength. He is my strength. My flesh can be as
weak as it is, in fact, according to the Scriptures all the testings and temptations and trials of life
are to make us weak. As John the Baptist said, He must increase, and I must decrease. As
Paul said in II Corinthians chapter 12, that he was given the thorn in the flesh to make him weak.
He looked for God to remove it and God says, My grace is sufficient. So the weaker I am in the
human, the more I rely on Christ and that is what He wants. Do you think he wants to give my
weak flesh some strength, so I can say, "Thank You, Lord, You pumped up my flat tire and I am
ready to go, I will see You next time," and off I go in my own strength.

Christ is the one working in and through the believer for His glory.

Correctly Understanding Glory

And by the way, the word glory, and I will give you this little bit of information, 86€a
(doxa) in the Greek, kavodh (7122) in the Hebrew. But glory means substance. To give glory to

God, for instance, the one that everybody quotes from I Corinthians about, Whether you eat or
drink, in all that you do, do all to the glory of God. You take that two ways. The man-
centered gospel says, "Well, you are eating and you are drinking, in your human effort, give
glory to God while you are eating and drinking." [speaker pantomimes doing this, audience
laughs] You know? Give all the glory to God, right?

But it has to do with substance. In other words, for God to be glorified in my life, it is for
people to see His substance. That is a big difference. For me to be out of the way, whether I am
eating, or drinking, is for people to see Christ in me. In the Old Testament, the glory of God was
His presence. In our lives, to do things for the glory of God is to do things so that people do not
see me, and they see the very substance, the very person of Christ Himself. Christ-centered, you
see?

Reading the Handout ~ Conclusion (continuing on page 6)

Christ's work is the only work God will accept or receive. The man-centered
gospel emphasizes man. Man must appropriate faith and practice biblical
principles to experience God's power and blessing. This gospel has been
appealing to the fleshly desires of man and pulling them away from Christ since
the beginning of man himself.
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Tomorrow we will go over this chart and I will present some other doctrinal teachings
from Scripture, especially the gifts of the Spirit. We talked about /ove, we talked about glory, we
talked about faith. How Scripture can be used to twist it, to either be applied to man: to motivate
him to perform the efforts; or it can be centered on Christ: to show that Christ is our love, Christ
is our faith, Christ is the glory of God. And the only thing I can do as a vessel is to surrender to
Christ living in me. Let people see Christ.

Closing Prayer
Let's close with prayer.
Our Heavenly Father,

Thank You for this time and we are consciously aware that we are in the flesh and in the human
saying things, and doing things, and even thinking things that are not from the Lord. We
acknowledge that today.

We also acknowledge that You are here greater than us, here with Your Spirit in order to
manifest Christ and the truth of Christ to us. As Jesus said, as recorded in Your Word, that we
shall come to know the truth and the truth will set us free. Set us free from the stress and
pressure and guilt of producing for God rather than submitting to God and let Him produce for
Himself. That is true freedom, true experience of peace and joy of Christ.

And so we pray for Your Spirit to minister to our hearts from today those things that You have
for each of us.

In Jesus' name, Amen.

<><
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