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Mastering the Bible
INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE

I1. Original Purpose

* memorize chapter outlines

* memorize key verses and memorization verses

IIL. Practical Application

= [ndividual

* Family

* Body of Christ

IV.Presentation
= Lecture
= Break
= Lecture
= Q&A (as time allows)
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Mastering the Bible
INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE

Old Testament (Covenant)
Original Language: Hebrew/Aramaic

Contents: History/Prophecy

English Bible Arrangement (according to the Septuagint)

Law History Writings Prophets

Genesis-Deuteronomy Joshua-Esther Psalms-Song of Solomon Isaiah-Malachi

Hebrew Bible Arrangement

Law Prophets Writings
Genesis-Deuteronomy Joshua-Malachi Job-II Chronicles
(minus Ruth, Lamentations & Daniel) | (including Ruth, Lamentations & Daniel)

Torah Neviim Ketuvim
i Y \Qmb aynighe
T a N a K
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Mastering the Bible
INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE

New Testament (Covenant)
Original Language: Greek

Contents: History/Doctrine (Teaching)

History Doctrine (Teaching)
Matthew - Acts Romans - Revelation
Paul's Writings Jewish Literature
P2 fS 323 ffEEFE|Esees3333
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Galatians 1:8-9
Galatians 1:11-18
II Corinthians 10:4-6
4) For the tools of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful with
God for the pulling down of strongholds;
5) pulling down reasonings and every high thing exalting itself
against the knowledge of God and taking captive every thought into
the obedience of Christ;
6) and having in readiness that we should avenge all disobedience,
whenever your obedience should be fulfilled.
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Mastering the Bible
INTRODUCTION TO I, IT & III JOHN

L. About the Author - the Apostle John
The Apostle John is not John the Baptist.
The Apostle John had a brother by the name of James. They were known as "The
Sons of Zebedee" (Matthew 10:2-4). Jesus gave them the name "The Sons of

Thunder" (Mark 3:17).

John, Peter, and James were the inner circle of the disciples of Jesus and spent many
special times with the Lord (Matthew 17:1; 26:37).

The Apostle John was the only original apostle not to die a martyr's death.

John wrote the Gospel of John, I, IT and III John, and the Book of Revelation.

IL. About the Recipients

The Apostle John wrote I, II and III John to the churches of Asia Minor over which
John exercised Apostolic leadership in his later years. Most of the recipients of his
letters were Jewish believers but the letters were written for all of the believers in the
churches.

I11. About the Date and Location

I John was written sometime in the late 80s or early 90s A.D. It is believed John's
letters were written soon after he composed the Gospel of John. All five of John's
letters were written from Ephesus where he spent his elder years leading the churches
in Asia Minor.

IVv. About I John

I John was written to combat the beginnings of Gnosticism - from the Greek word for
knowledge. The Gnostics claimed to have special knowledge that no one else could
know unless they were one of the initiated ones.

These false teachers and teachings arose from within the church.
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Mastering the Bible
INTRODUCTION TO I, IT & III JOHN
IV.  About I John (continued)

Gnostic doctrine was based on dualism which asserted that physical matter was
inherently evil and spirit was good.

At the time John was leading the churches in Asia, Gnosticism had two main groups.
1. Docetics taught that Jesus's physical body was not real but only seemed to
be physical — known as asceticism from a Greek word that means "to

appear."

2. Cerenthians taught that Christ's spirit descended upon the human Jesus at
his baptism, but left him just before the crucifixion.

The main teaching about Jesus from this movement denied the Lord's humanity in
order to support the Lord's sinless nature.

V. About IT John

IT John was written right after I John. II John was written to combat the infiltration of
Gnostic teaching into the church.

VI.  About III John

IIT John was written shortly after I John. This letter was written to instruct the
church about the responsibilities of genuine hospitality.

VII. About the Theme and Style of John's Letters

John's main theme is the correct doctrine of the humanity of Jesus Christ. The sub-
theme is the assurance of salvation for genuine believers.

John presents these themes in factual statements rather than generalizations. I John
contains a series of conditional phrases describing the differences between doctrinal
truth and error, as well as contrasting a genuine believer with a false one.
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Mastering the Bible
INTRODUCTION TO L, IT & IIT JOHN (continued)
VIII. About the Relationship of I, II and IIT John with the rest of the New Testament
John's letters were the last written in the New Testament. Four of the letters are

classified in the Jewish Literature section of the New Testament since John wrote
mostly to the believing Jews who were scattered in Asia Minor.

IV. Section Outline of I1I John

Chapter 1 The Instruction Concerning Genuine Hospitality
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Mastering the Bible - III John

S.0.

C.0.

M.V.
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111 John Chapter 1
The Instruction Concerning Genuine
Hospitality

Chapter 1

111 John 1:1-4
Introduction

" The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in

the truth.

| 111 John 1:2

| 2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest

prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

? For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and
testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest
in the truth.

* I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk
in truth.
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NOTES

IIT John The Instruction Concerning Genuine Hospitality
Il John 1:1-4  Introduction

' The elder
unto the wellbeloved Gaius,
whom I love in the truth.

2 Beloved,
I wish above all things
that thou mayest prosper
and be in health,
even as thy soul prospereth.

? For I rejoiced greatly,
when the brethren came and testified
of the truth that is in thee,
even as thou walkest in the truth.

*1 have no greater joy
than to hear that my children walk in truth.
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Mastering the Bible - III John

C.0.
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III John 1:5-8
The Commendation of Gaius

Chapter 1 (continued)

> Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to
the brethren, and to strangers;

% Which have borne witness of thy charity before the
church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey
after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

7 Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking
nothing of the Gentiles.

¥ We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be
fellowhelpers to the truth.
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NOTES

IIT John The Instruction Concerning Genuine Hospitality (continued)
IIT John 1:5-8  The Commendation of Gaius

5 Beloved,
thou doest faithfully
whatsoever thou doest
to the brethren,
and to strangers;

% Which have borne witness

of thy charity before the church:
whom if thou bring forward

on their journey after a godly sort,
thou shalt do well:

" Because that for his name's sake
they went forth,
taking nothing of the Gentiles.

¥ We therefore ought to receive such,
that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.
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Mastering the Bible - III John

C.0.
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111 John 1:9-10
The Condemnation of
Diotrephes

Chapter 1 (continued)

? I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to
have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.

1" Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which
he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and
not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the
brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth
them out of the church.
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NOTES

IIT John The Instruction Concerning Genuine Hospitality (continued)
IIT John 1:9-10  The Condemnation of Diotrephes

° I wrote unto the church:
but Diotrephes,
who loveth to have the preeminence among them,
receiveth us not.

1" Wherefore,
if I come,
I will remember his deeds which he doeth,
prating against us with malicious words:
and not content therewith,

neither doth he himself receive the brethren,
and forbiddeth them that would,
and casteth them out of the church.
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Mastering the Bible - III John

Chapter 1 (continued)

C.0. I1I John 1:11 —
The Instruction for Gaius " Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which
is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth
_v_evil hath not seen God.
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NOTES

IIT John The Instruction Concerning Genuine Hospitality (continued)
IIT John 1:11 The Instruction for Gaius

' Beloved,
follow not that which is evil,
but that which is good.

He that doeth good is of God:
but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.
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Mastering the Bible - III John

Chapter 1 (continued)

C.0. III John 1:12 -
The Commendation of "2 Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth
Demetrius itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that
our record is true.
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NOTES

IIT John The Instruction Concerning Genuine Hospitality (continued)
IIT John 1:12 The Commendation of Demetrius

2 Demetrius
hath good report of all men,
and of the truth itself:

yea, and we also bear record;
and ye know that our record is true.
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Mastering the Bible - III John

Chapter 1 (continued)

C.0. 111 John 1:13-14 —_—
The Conclusion " T had many things to write, but I will not with ink and
pen write unto thee:
"“But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak
face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee.
Vv Greet the friends by name.
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NOTES

IIT John The Instruction Concerning Genuine Hospitality (continued)
IIT John 1:13-14 The Conclusion

T had many things to write,
but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee:

" But I trust I shall shortly see thee,
and we shall speak face to face.

Peace be to thee.
Our friends salute thee.

Greet the friends by name.
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