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Colossians 2:1-23 
Literal English Translation 
 
 
Colossians Chapters 1-2 
The Doctrine of Completeness in Christ 
 
 
Colossians 2:1-5 
The Pain of Paul 
 
1) For I want you to know how great a 
conflict I have concerning you, and the 
ones in Laodicea, and as many as have 
not seen my face in the flesh, 
 
2) in order that their hearts might be 
comforted, having been joined together in 
agape, and toward all wealth of the full- 
assurance of the understanding, toward 
the full-knowledge of the mystery of God, 
and [of the Father and] of Christ, 
 
3) in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and of knowledge. 
 
4) And I say this in order that no one 
might deceive you in persuasive speech. 
 
5) For if I am indeed absent in the flesh, 
but I am with you in spirit, rejoicing and 
seeing your order and the firmness of 
your faith toward Christ. 
 
Colossians 2:6-7 
The Precepts of Paul 
 
6) Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, be continually walking in Him, 
 
7) having been rooted and being built up 
in Him, and being established in the faith, 
according as you were taught, abounding 
in it in thanksgiving. 
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Colossians 2:1-23 
Literal English Translation 
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Colossians 2:8-15 
The Precaution of Paul 
 
8) Be watching that not anyone will be  
leading you captive through philosophy  
and empty deceit, according to the tradition  
of men, according to the elements of the world,  
and not according to Christ. 
 
9) For in Him is dwelling all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily; 
 
10) and you are complete in Him, 
Who is the Head of all rule and authority, 
 
11) in whom also you were circumcised 
with a circumcision not made by hand,  
in the putting off of the body of the sins  
of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ, 
 
12) having been buried together with Him 
in baptism, in which also you were raised 
through the faith of the energy of God, 
the One who has raised Him from out of 
the dead. 
 
13) And you, being dead in the 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made alive together with Him, 
having forgiven all your trespasses, 
 
14) having wiped away the handwriting in the decrees 
against us, which was contrary to us,  
and He has removed it out of the midst, 
having nailed it to the cross; 
 
15) having stripped the rulers and the authorities, 
He made a show in openness, having led them  
in triumph in it. 
 



Colossians 2:1-23 
Literal English Translation 
 
Colossians 2:16-19 
The Protection of Paul 
 
16) Let not anyone therefore judge you 
in food, or in drink, 
or in respect of a feast 
or of a new moon, 
or of Sabbaths: 
 
17) Which are a shadow of the coming things; 
but the body is of Christ. 
 
18) Let not even one rule against you,  
while being willing in humble-mindedness  
and worship of angels,  
inquiring in what things he has [not] seen, 
being vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, 
 
19) and not holding the Head, 
from out of which all the body  
through the joints and ligaments 
being supplied and being joined together 
is growing with the growth of God. 
 
Colossians 2:20-23 
The Plea of Paul 
 
20) Therefore if you died with Christ 
from the elements of the world, 
why, as living in the world,  
are you subjecting yourselves to decrees, 
 
21) you should not hold;  
you should not taste, 
you should not touch; 
 
22) which all are for corruption in the using; 
according to the commandments and teachings 
of men? 
 
23) which things are having indeed an expression 
of wisdom in will-worship and humble-mindedness 
and without sparing of the body; 
not in any honor to the satisfying of the flesh.
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Greek / English Interlinear 
 
 
16) Mh;     ou\n       ti"      uJma"̀   krinevtw   ejn   brwvsei   h]   (kai;)   ejn   povsei,      
 Not   therefore   anyone      you      let judge     in       food      or    (and)    in      drink,      
 
 h]     ejn   mevrei   eJorth"̀   h]    noumhniva~   (neomhniva")   h]   sabbavtwn:  
 or      in    respect    of feast    or   of new moon   (of new moon)   or   of Sabbaths;    
 
 
17) a{               ejsti(n)    skia;    tẁn     mellovntwn,    to;   de;   sẁma    toù   
 which things      is          shadow    the   of coming things,   the   but    body       the    
 
 Cristoù.  
 of Christ. 
 
 
18) mhdei;"       uJma"̀   katabrabeuevtw     qevlwn      ejn    tapeinofrosuvnh/   kai;    
 not even one   you       let rule against     being willing   in     humble-mindedness    and    
 
 qrhskeiva/   tẁn   ajggevlwn,         a}          [mh;]     eJwvraken     (eJovraken)   
 worship         the     of angels,     which things   [not]     he has seen    (he has seen)    
 
 ejmbateuvwn,   eijkh/̀    fusiouvmeno"   uJpo;   toù   noo;"   th"̀   sarko;"   aujtoù,  
 inquiring in,     vainly    being puffed up    by      the     mind     the      of flesh     of him,  
 
 
19) kai;   ouj     kratẁn       th;n   kefalhvn,   ejx      ou|      paǹ   to;   swm̀a,   dia;        
 and    not   holding firm      the        head,       out of  whom      all      the    body,  through     
 
 tẁn   aJfẁn   kai;   sundevsmwn   ejpicorhgouvmenon   kai;    sumbibazovmenon,      
 the      joints     and         bands               being supplied        and    being joined together,    
 
 au[xei        th;n   au[xhsin   tou ̀  Qeoù.  
 is growing     the      growth       the    of God. 
 
 
20) Eij    [ou\n]    ajpeqavnete   su;n   [tẁ/]   Cristẁ/   ajpo;   tẁn   stoiceivwn   toù    
 If   [therefore]    you died       with    [the]      Christ     from     the       elements       the    
 
 kovsmou,   tiv,    wJ"  zẁnte"  ejn  kovsmw/,                dogmativzesqe,  
 of world,   why,   as      living     in    world,      are you subjecting yourselves to decrees,  
 
  
21) Mh;           a{yh/,            mhde;        geuvsh/,        mhde;         qivgh/",  
 Not      you should hold,     neither   you should taste,    nor      should you touch, 
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Greek / English Interlinear (continued) 
 
 
22) a{             ejsti(n)   pavnta   eij"   fqora;n    th/̀   ajpocrhvsei,      kata;       ta;   
 what things     is         all things   for   corruption    the        using,          according to   the    
 
 ejntavlmata      kai;   didaskaliva"   tẁn   ajnqrwvpwn;  
 commandments   and         teachings         the       of men?    
 
 
23) a{tina         ejsti(n)     lovgon      me;n   e[conta   sofiva"    ejn   ejqeloqrhskeiva/    
 which things       is         expression   indeed   having   of wisdom    in        will-worship    
  
 (ejqeloqrhskiva/)   kai;   tapeinofrosuvnh/   kai;       ajfeidiva/        swvmato",    
 (will-worship)         and    humble-mindedness   and    without sparing       of body,        
 
 oujk   ejn   timh/̀    tini   pro;"   plhsmonh;n   th"̀   sarkov". 
 not     in     honor     any       for         satisfying       the      of flesh. 
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram 
 
 
16)                                       Mh;  
         Not       
 
                                ou\n  
           therefore 
 
                             ti"  
               anyone 
 
                                             uJma"̀  
                  you 
                               krinevtw  
         let judge 
 
                                       ejn brwvsei  
         in    food 

           
                                        h]     (kai;) 
          or     (and) 
 
                                        ejn povsei,  
          in   drink, 
 
                               h]  
                    or 
 
                               ejn  mevrei  
                    in   respect 
    
                                        eJorth"̀  
                     of feast 
 
                                             h]  
                                      or 
 
                                      noumhniva~   (neomhniva")  
                 of new moon   (of new moon) 
 
                                             h]  
                or 
 
                                        sabbavtwn:  
                                        of Sabbaths; 
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
                   
 
 17)                                                                                    a{  
                which things 
 
                                                                 ejsti(n)  
                                    is 
 
                                                                        skia; 
                                             shadow     
 
                                                                               tẁn  
                  the 
 
                                                                        mellovntwn,  
                                     of coming things, 
 
                                                                      to;  
                           the 
 
                                                                  de;  
                      but 
 
                                                                   sẁma  
                        body 
 
                                                                             toù  
                          the 
 
                                                                      Cristoù.  

                    of Christ.
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
18)                                 mhdei;"  
         not even one 
 
                                              uJma`"  
            you 
 
                             katabrabeuevtw        

   let rule against 
 
                                         qevlwn  

 being willing 
 
                                             ejn  tapeinofrosuvnh/  
                 in   humble-mindedness 
 
                                                          kai;  
                      and 
 
                                                      qrhskeiva/  

            worship 
 
                                                                tẁn  
                    the 
 
                                                          ajggevlwn,  

    of angels,
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
18) cont.                                         a}  
                           which things 
 
                                                           [mh;]  
             [not] 
 
                                                     eJwvraken    (eJovraken)  
              he has seen   (he has seen) 
 
                                          ejmbateuvwn,  
                      inquiring in, 
 
                                                     eijkh/̀  

        vainly 
 
                                          fusiouvmeno"  
                                                     being puffed up 
 
                                                       uJpo;  
                                                                         by 

 
                                                            tou ̀ 
               the 
 
                                                         noo;"  
                     mind 
 
                                                                 th"̀  
                     the 
 
                                                            sarko;"  
              of flesh 
 
                                                                 aujtoù,  
                    of him,
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
19)                            kai;  
                   and 
 
                                     ouj  
                not 
 
                              kratẁn  
                                    holding firm 

 
                                     th;n  
                 the 
 
                              kefalhvn,  
           head, 
 
 
                         ejx      ou|  
                   out of    whom 
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
19) cont.          paǹ  
                 all 
 
                        to;  
                      the 
 
                        sẁma,                                                             dia; 
                       body,                                                                              through                                                                                   
                                                                                                               tẁn  
                              the 
 
                                                                                                 aJfẁn  

      joints 
 
                                                                                                   kai;  
                    and 
 
                                                                                               sundevsmwn  

         bands 
                                                        ejpicorhgouvmenon  
              being supplied 
 
                                                                  kai;  
           and 
 
                                                          sumbibazovmenon,  

being joined together, 
                    au[xei  
             is growing 
 
                               th;n  
         the 
 
                        au[xhsin  
            growth 
 
                                  tou ̀ 
                         the 
 
                               Qeou.̀  
                   of God. 
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
  
                
20)                                                                    Eij  
                                                   If 
 
                             [ou\n]  
              [therefore] 
 
                                                                  ajpeqavnete  
                                              you died 
 
                                                                                  su;n  

                                              with   
  

                                                                                        [tẁ/]  
                                                             [the] 
 
                                                                                  Cristẁ/  

                                    Christ 
 
                                                                                 ajpo;  
                                                               from 
                                                                                        tẁn  
                                                              the 
 
                                                                                  stoiceivwn   
                                                        elements 
 
                                                                                              tou ̀ 
                                                            the 
 
                                                                                          kovsmou,  

                                             of world,

All Materials Copyright © 2007, The Bible Translation & Exegesis Institute of America, www.bteministries.org 
The GreacaII and NewJerusalemU fonts used in this work are available from Linguist's Software, Inc., www.linguistsoftware.com. 



Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
20) cont.                    tiv,  
                   why, 
                                      wJ"  
                   as 
 
                                        zẁnte"  
                       living     
 
                                          ejn kovsmw/,  
                                                       in  world, 
 
                        dogmativzesqe, =  
                are you subject to ordinances 
 
 
21)                                                                                         Mh;  
                                               Not 
 
                                                                          = a{yh/,  
                                                you should hold, 
 
                                                                            mhde;  
                                             neither 
 
                                                                           geuvsh/,  
                                     you should taste, 
 
                                                                            mhde;  
                                                nor 
 
                                                                            qivgh/",  

                             should you touch, 
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
22)                                                                                           a{  
                                                               what things 
 
                                                                             ejsti(n)  
                                                              is 
 
                                                                                          pavnta  
                                                                          all things 
 
                                                                                   eij"   fqora;n  
                                                                  for   corruption 
 
                                                                                        th`/  
                                                              the 
 
                                                                                ajpocrhvsei,  
                                                                                                             using, 
 
 
                                                                           kata;  
                                                                         according to 
 
                                                                                                    ta;  
                                                                                        the 
 
                                                                             ejntavlmata  

                                                             commandments 
 
                                                                                   kai;  
                                                                             and 
 
                                                                            didaskaliva"  
                                                                        teachings 
 
                                                                                                            tẁn  
                                                                                         the 
 
                                                                                                     ajnqrwvpwn;  

                                                             of men? 
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
23)                                                                       a{tina  
                                        which things 
 
                                                               ejsti(n)  
                                            is      
 
                                                                            lovgon  

                        expression 
 
                                                            me;n  
                                  indeed 
 
                                                             e[conta  
                having 
 
                                                                                 sofiva"  
                                       of wisdom 
 
                                                                    ejn ejqeloqrhskeiva/ (ejqeloqrhskiva/)  

                in      will-worship       (will-worship) 
 
                                                                            kai;  
                        and 
 
                                                                    tapeinofrosuvnh/  

               humble-mindedness 
 
                                                                            kai;  
                        and 
 
                                                                         ajfeidiva/  
                    without sparing 
 
                                                                            swvmato",  
                         of body,
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Colossians 2:16-23 
Diagram (continued) 
 
 
23) cont.                                                         oujk  
                                 not 
 
                                                                         ejn  timh/̀  
                               in   honor 
 
                                                                                tini  
                              any 
 
                                                                          pro;" plhsmonh;n  
                        to      satisfying 
 
                                                                                            th"̀  
                                   the 
 
                                                                                       sarkov". 
                           of flesh. 
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