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Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Do we begin again to recommend ourselves?  Or we do not need, as some, letters of 

recommendation to you or recommendations from you, do we? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2)  You yourselves are our letter having been inscribed in our hearts, being known and 

being read by all men; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) being manifest that you are a letter of Christ having been ministered by us, not 

having been inscribed with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not in stone 
tablets, but in fleshly tablets of the heart. 
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4) And we have such confidence through Christ to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) Not that we are sufficient from ourselves to reason anything as from out of 

ourselves, but our sufficiency is from out of God; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) who also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of 

the Spirit; for the letter is killing, but the Spirit is making life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) But if the ministry of death, having been engraved in letters in stones, happened in 

glory, so that the sons of Israel were not able to gaze into the face of Moses on 
account of the glory of his face, the glory fading away; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8)   how will the ministry of the Spirit rather not be in glory? 
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9) For if the ministry of condemnation is glory, the ministry of righteousness is much 
rather abounding in glory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10) For even the thing having been made glorious neither has been made glorious in this 

respect, on account of the surpassing glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11) For if the thing passing away was through glory, much rather the thing remaining is 

in glory. 
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1) jArcovmeqa   pavlin   eJautou;"   sunistavneinÉ   h]   (eij)   mh;   crhv/zomen,   w{"  

Do we begin   again     ourselves    to recommend?   or     (if)    not       we need,      as  
 
tine",     sustatikẁn     ejpistolẁn   pro;"   uJma"̀,   h]     ejx    uJmwǹ    
some,   of recommendation        letters            to         you,     or   out of    you 
 
[sustatikẁn];  
[recommendations]? 
 

2) hJ   ejpistolh;   hJmẁn    uJmei"̀      ejste,      ejggegrammevnh     ejn   tai"̀    
the      letter         of us   yourselves   you are,   having been inscribed   in      the    
 
kardivai"   hJmẁn,   ginwskomevnh   kai;   ajnaginwskomevnh   uJpo;   pavntwn    
hearts            of us,       being known     and            being read            by           all  
 
ajnqrwvpwn:  
men; 

 
3) fanerouvmenoi   o{ti   ejste;   ejpistolh;   Cristoù       diakonhqeis̀a      uJfÆ    

being manifest      that   you are      letter          of Christ   having been ministered   by    
 
hJmẁn,     ejggegrammevnh      ouj   mevlani,   ajlla;   Pneuvmati   Qeoù   zẁnto",    
us,         having been inscribed   not        ink,          but           Spirit       of God     living, 
 
oujk   ejn   plaxi;(n)   liqivnai",   ajllÆ   ejn   plaxi;(n)   kardiva~   (kardivai")    
not      in      tablets           stone,        but      in       tablets         of heart         (hearts) 
 
sarkivnai".  
fleshly. 

 
4) pepoivqhsin   de;   toiauvthn   e[comen    dia;     toù   Cristoù   pro;"   to;n    

confidence       and        such         we have   through   the        Christ          to       the 
 
Qeovn.  
God. 

 
5) oujc   o{ti    (ajfÆ   eJautẁn)     iJkanoiv    ejsmen   ajfÆ   eJautẁn   logivsasqai    

not      that   (from   ourselves)   competent    we are   from   ourselves       to reason    
 
ti          wJ"   ejx     eJautẁn,   ajllÆ   hJ    iJkanovth"   hJmẁn    ejk    toù   Qeoù:  
anything   as   out of   ourselves,   but     the   sufficiency     of us   out of    the      God; 
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6) o}"     kai;     iJkavnwsen     hJma"̀   diakovnou"   kainh"̀    diaqhvkh",    ouj    

who   also   made sufficient       us         ministers         new      of convenant,   not    
 
gravmmato"   ajlla;   pneuvmato":   to;   ga;r   gravmma   ajpokteivnei    
of letter              but         of Spirit;         the    for        letter           is killing 
 
(ajpoktevnnei),   to;   de;   pneùma    zw/opoiei.̀  
(is killing),            the   but      Spirit     is making life. 

 
7) eij   de;    hJ   diakoniva   toù   qanavtou   ejn   gravmmasin,     ejntetupwmevnh    

if     but   the    ministry     of the      death       in          letters,         having been engraved    
 
[ejn]   livqoi",   ejgenhvqh   ejn   dovxh/,   w{ste   mh;   duvnasqai   ajtenivsai   tou;"    
[in]      stones,      became      in     glory,   so that   not     to be able        to gaze        the  
 
uiJou;"    jIsrah;l   eij"   to;   provswpon   Mwsevw~   (Mwu>sevw")        dia;        
sons        of Israel    into   the          face          of Moses      (of Moses)   on account of   
 
th;n   dovxan   tou ̀  proswvpou   aujtoù,    th;n     katargoumevnhn: 
the       glory    of the        face           of him,   the one        fading away; 

 
8) pẁ"   oujci;   mal̀lon   hJ   diakoniva   toù   pneuvmato"   e[stai   ejn   dovxh/É  
 how      not        rather    the    ministry     of the        Spirit         will be     in    glory? 
 
9) eij   ga;r   hJ   diakoniva/   (th`/   diakoniva/)   th"̀   katakrivsew"   dovxa,   pollẁ/    

if      for    the    ministry     (the      ministry)     of the   condemnation     glory,     much 
 
mal̀lon   perisseuvei   hJ   diakoniva   th"̀   dikaiosuvnh"   [ejn]   dovxh/.  
rather        is abounding   the    ministry    of the   righteousness      [in]     glory. 

 
10) kai;   ga;r   oujde    (ouj)          dedovxastai               to;    

even    for    neither   (not)   having been made glorious   the thing 
 
dedoxasmevnon               ejn   touvtw/   tẁ/   mevrei,     e}neken         (ei{neken)    
having been made glorious   in        this      the      part,    on account of   (on account of) 
 
th"̀   uJperballouvsh"   dovxh".  

 the            surpassing           glory. 
 
11) eij   ga;r     to;      katargouvmenon,     dia;    dovxh",   pollẁ/   mal̀lon      to;    

if      for   the thing       passing away,       through   glory,       much       rather     the thing  
 
mevnon      ejn   dovxh/.  

 remaining   in     glory. 
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1)                        jArcovmeqa  
                               Do we begin   
 
                                            pavlin  
            again 
 
                                           eJautou;"  
          ourselves 
 
                                  sunistavneinÉ  
         to recommend? 
 
 
                                   h]  (eij)  
           or   (if) 
 
                                          mh;  
          not 
 
                                 crhv/zomen,  
          we need, 
 
                                              w{" tine",  
     as   some,  
 

sustatikẁn  
     of recommendation 

 
     ejpistolẁn  

              letters 
 
                                     pro;" uJma"̀,  
       to     you,  
 

     h]  
        or 
 

    ejx   uJmẁn  
  out of   you 

 
                                  [sustatikwǹ]; 
         [recommendations]? 



II Corinthians 3:1-11 
 Diagram (continued) 

New Testament Greek Exegesis, Copyright © 2003 
BTE - The Bible Translation & Exegesis Institute of America 

 
 
2)     hJ  ejpistolh;  

the      letter 
 
 
                                                    hJmẁn  
            of us 
 

      uJmei"̀  
    yourselves 

 
 

     ejste,  
    you are,  

 
 

               ejggegrammevnh  
                                                               having been inscribed 
 
 

      ejn tai"̀ kardivai"  
                                                                                            in    the       hearts 
 
 

hJmẁn, 
 of us,  

 
 
                                                    ginwskomevnh  
                                                                     being known 
 
 
                                   kai;       ajnaginwskomevnh  
          and   being read 
 
 
                                                                     uJpo; pavntwn ajnqrwvpwn: 
             by       all            men; 
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3)                            fanerouvmenoi  
    being manifest 
 
                                            o{ti  
                       that 
 
                                           ejste;  
                 you are 
 

  ejpistolh;  
       letter 

 
 Cristoù  
 of Christ 

 
     diakonhqeis̀a  
having been ministered 

 
uJfÆ hJmẁn,  
by      us, 

 
   ejggegrammevnh  
having been inscribed 

 
    ouj  
    not 

 
 

mevlani,  
   ink,  

 
 

ajlla;  
  but 

 
 

Pneuvmati  
     Spirit 

 
 

 Qeou ̀ 
of God 

 
 

      zẁnto",  
        living,  
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3) continued    oujk  

not 
 
 
                                             ejn plaxi;(n)  
               in    tablets 
 
 

liqivnai",  
   stone, 

 
 

ajllÆ  
      but 
 
 

   ejn plaxi;(n)  
    in     tablets 

 
 

kardiva~ (kardivai")  
 of heart      (hearts) 

 
 

sarkivnai". 
   fleshly. 
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4)     pepoivqhsin  

  confidence 
 

de;  
and 

 
    toiauvthn  
        such 

 
e[comen  
we have 

 
 

   dia;   tou ̀ Cristoù  
through   the      Christ 

 
pro;"  to;n  Qeovn. 
   to       the    God. 
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5)     oujc  

not 
 

o{ti  
that 

 
                                                            (ajfÆ eJautẁn)  
          (from ourselves) 
 

        iJkanoiv  
      competent 

 
   ejsmen  
    we are 

 
 

   ajfÆ   eJautẁn  
  from  ourselves 

 
       logivsasqai  

      to reason 
 

ti  
       anything 

 
wJ"    
as  

 
  ejx   eJautwǹ, 
out of  ourselves, 

 
                                      ajllÆ  
      but 
 
                                      hJ iJkanovth"  
    the sufficiency  
 
                                                   hJmẁn  
            of us 
 
                                               ejk    tou ̀Qeoù: 
            out of   the   God; 
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6)      o}"  

who  
 

kai;  
also 

 
                                              iJkavnwsen  
           made sufficient 
 

hJma"̀  
  us 

 
diakovnou"  
 ministers 

 
                                                      kainh"̀  
               new 
 
                                                 diaqhvkh",  
        of covenant,  
 
 
                                                       ouj  
              not 
 
                                                   gravmmato"  
            of letter 
 
 
                                                   ajlla;  
            but 
 
 
                                                   pneuvmato":  
            of Spirit; 
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6) continued    to;  

the 
 
                                          ga;r  
           for  
 

   gravmma  
            letter 
     
 

ajpokteivnei (ajpoktevnnei),  
                   is killing        (is killing), 
 
                                                        to;  
                the 
 
 
                                                    de;  

      but 
 
                                                      pneùma  
      Spirit 
 
 
                                                             zw/opoiei.̀  
           is making life. 
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7)           eij  

          if 
 

de;  
but 

 
 

 hJ  diakoniva  
the   ministry 

 
    tou ̀ qanavtou  
   of the    death 

 
 
                                                                   ejn gravmmasin, 
          in     letters, 
 
                                                    ejntetupwmevnh  

   having been engraved 
 

    [ejn]  livqoi",  
     [in]   stones,  

 
     ejgenhvqh  
        became 

 
 

     ejn dovxh/,  
     in  glory,  
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7) continued         w{ste  
          so that 
 

mh;  
not 

 
                                                duvnasqai  
        to be able 
 
                                                         ajtenivsai  
           to gaze 
 

tou;" uiJou;"  
  the    sons 

 
jIsrah;l  
of Israel 

 
eij"  to;  provswpon  
into   the       face 

 
                                                                                  Mwsevw~ (Mwu>sevw") 
                of Moses    (of Moses) 
 

      dia;       th;n  dovxan  
on account of  the     glory 

 
 

 toù  proswvpou  
of the       face 

 
     aujtoù,  
     of him, 

 
  th;n   katargoumevnhn: 
the one      fading away; 
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8)     pẁ"  

how 
 

oujci;  
 not 

 
mal̀lon  
 rather 

 
                                                 hJ  diakoniva  

  the   ministry 
 

     toù  pneuvmato"  
    of the       Spirit 

 
                                     e[stai  

will be 
 
 
                                            ejn dovxh/É 
           in  glory? 
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9)     eij  

  if 
 

ga;r  
 for 

 
    hJ   diakoniva/ (th`/ diakoniva/) 
   the    ministry    (the ministry) 

 
                                                                 th"̀  katakrivsew"  
               of the   condemnation 
 

dovxa,  
glory, 

 
pollẁ/  
 much 

 
mal̀lon  
  rather 

 
perisseuvei  
is abounding 

 
 

     hJ  diakoniva  
    the   ministry 

 
 

 th"̀  dikaiosuvnh"  
of the  righteousness 

 
 

    [ejn] dovxh/. 
    [in] glory. 
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10)    kai;  

even 
 
                                                                ga;r  
                                         for 
 

oujde  (ouj)  
        neither (not) 

 
 

         dedovxastai 
having been made glorious 

 
 
 
                                                                  to;           dedoxasmevnon  
                                      the thing  having been made glorious 
 
                                      ejn touvtw/ tẁ/ mevrei, 
             in    this     the    part,  
 
                                      e}neken       (ei{neken)    th"̀ uJperballouvsh" dovxh". 
          on account of (on account of) the        surpassing         glory. 
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11)            eij  

       if 
 
                                      ga;r  
      for 
 
 
                                       to;     katargouvmenon,  
    the thing    passing away, 
 
                                                                          dia;     dovxh",  
                through     glory,  
 

pollẁ/  
 much 

 
mal̀lon  
  rather 

 
 
                                     to;        mevnon  
         the thing   remaining 
 
                                                                ejn  dovxh/. 
                in   glory. 
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