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Ecclesiastes 7:1-12:8 
The Proverbs of Solomon 
 
Ecclesiastes 12 
The Application of Wisdom to the Overview of Life 

 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 
The Counsel of Life from the Perspective of Old Age 

 
Ecclesiastes 12:1 
The Introduction 
 
(1) And remember your Creator  
in the days of your young age,  
while the days of the evil  
 will not come,  
nor the years approach  
 when  you will say, There is  
 no pleasure in them for me; 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:2-5 
The Section on Human Health 
 
(2) while the sun will not be dark,  
nor the light, and the moon, and the stars,  
nor have the clouds returned after the rain; 
 
(3) in the day that the guards of the house 
  will tremble,  
and the men of strength have bent over,  
and the grinders have ceased  
  because they have become few;  
and the ones looking in the lattice windows 
  have become darkened. 
 
(4) And the double-doors have been shut  
  in the street,  
 when the sound of the grinding mill be low,  
and one will rise up to the sound of the bird,  
and all of the daughters of the song  
  will be brought low; 
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(5) also from a high place they will be afraid, 
and there are terrors in the way;
and the almond tree will blossom,
and the grasshopper will become a burden;
and desire will cease,
because mankind is going to his eternal home, 
and the mourners have gone around in the street;

Ecclesiastes 12:5-7 
The Section on Death 

(6) while the silver cord has not been severed,
nor the golden bowl will be crushed,
nor the pitcher will shatter beside the spring,
nor the wheel will have been crushed at the well;

(7) Then the dust will return to the earth
as that it has been, and the spirit will return to God
who has given it.

Ecclesiastes 12:8 
The Conclusion 

(8) Vanity of vanities, has said the Preacher,
everything is vanity.

Ecclesiastes 12:9-12 
The Contemplation of Life 

(9) And more than that,
the Preacher has been wise;
he still had taught the people knowledge;
and he had contemplated,
and he had searched:
he had set in order many proverbs.

(10) The Preacher had sought to find out
pleasing words, and what was written
with uprightness, even words of truth.

(11) The words of the wise are like the goads;
and, like nails being driven
in are the masters of collections,
they have been given from one Shepherd.
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(12) And more than these, my son,  
be warned:  
The making of many scrolls there is no end,  
and much study is weariness of the flesh. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 
The Conclusion About Life 
 
(13)  This is the end of the matter:  
everything has been heard. 
Fear God, and keep His commandments; 
because this is for all of mankind. 
 
(14) Because every work  
God will bring in judgment,  
concerning everything being hidden,  
whether it is good, and whether it is evil. 
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(9) And more than that, the Preacher has been 
  קֹהֶלֶת                    שֶׁהָיָה          וְיֹתֵר        .ט
     Kai; perisso;n o{ti ejgevneto ÆEkklhsiasth;"  
 
wise; he still had taught the people knowledge; 
  הָעָם-אֶת             דַעַת-לִמַד         עוֹד        חָכָם 
sofov",     e[ti ejdivdaxen gnw'sin su;n to;n laovn,  
 
and had contemplated, and had searched:  
                      וְחִקֵר                        וְאִזֵן                  
            kai; ou\"             ejxicniavsetai  
 
he had set in order many proverbs. 
 :הַרְבֵּה     מְשָׁלִים           תִקֵן                 
             kovsmion         parabolw'n.   
 
 
(10) The Preacher had sought to find out  
  לִמְצאֹ          קֹהֶלֶת              בִּקֵשׁ                .י
    polla; ejzhvthsen ÆEkklhsiasth;" tou' euJrei'n  
 
pleasing words, and what was written  
  וְכָתוּב                          חֵפֶץ-דִבְרֵי       
lovgou" qelhvmato"          kai; gegrammevnon  
 
with uprightness, even words of truth. 
 :אֱמֶת דִבְרֵי                      יֹשֶׁר               
          eujquvthto",        lovgou" ajlhqeiva".   
 
 
(11) The words of the wise are like the goads; 
 כַּדָרְבֹנוֹת               חֲכָמִים        דִבְרֵי             .יא
                    Lovgoi sofw'n      wJ" ta; bouvkentra  
 
and, like nails being driven in are the masters  
       בַּעֲלֵי                 נְטוּעִים         וּכְמַשְׂמְרוֹת              
kai; wJ" h|loi pefuteumevnoi, oi} para; tw'n sunagmavtwn  
 
of collections, they have been given from one Shepherd. 
 :אֶחָד          מֵרֹעֶה               נִתְנוּ                          אֲסֻפּוֹת        
       ejdovqhsan ejk poimevno" eJno;" kai; perisso;n ejx aujtw'n.  
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(12) And more than these, my son,  
  בְּנִי           מֵהֵמָה          וְיֹתֵר         .יב
                                          uiJev mou,   
 
be warned: The making of many scrolls  
  הַרְבֵּה סְפָרִים          עֲשׂוֹת             הִזָהֵר      
    fuvlaxai         poih'sai bibliva pollav:               
 
 
there is no end, and much study is weariness  
  יְגִעַת           הַרְבֵּה     וְלַהַג         קֵץ   אֵין              
oujk e[stin perasmov", kai; melevth pollh; kovpwsi"  
 
of the flesh. 
 :בָּשָׂר      
     sarkov".   
 
 
(13)  This is the end of the matter:  
             דָבָר              סוֹף                       .יג
                         Tevlo"         lovgou          
 
everything has been heard. 
 נִשְׁמָע              הַכֹּל        
      to; pa'n       ajkouvetai   
 
Fear God, and keep His commandments; 
  שְׁמוֹר מִצְוֹתָיו-וְאֶת       יְרָא הָאֱ�הִים-אֶת
To;n qeo;n fobou' kai; ta;" ejntola;" aujtou' fuvlasse,  
   
because this is for all of mankind. 
 :הָאָדָם -כָּל                  זֶה-כִּי          
       o{ti tou'to       pa'" oJ a[nqrwpo".   
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(14) Because every work God will bring  
 יָבִא    הָאֱ�הִים     מַעֲשֶׂה-כָּל-אֶת        כִּי        .יד
        o{ti su;n pa'n to; poivhma    oJ qeo;" a[xei  
 
in judgment, concerning everything being hidden,  
  נֶעְלָם-כָּל  עַל                      בְמִשְׁפָּט    
     ejn krivsei       ejn panti; parewramevnw/,  
   
whether it is good, and whether it is evil. 
 :רָע-וְאִם                     טוֹב-אִם           
      eja;n ajgaqo;n           kai; eja;n ponhrovn. 


