
 
 

 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 
 

Literal English Translation 
Trilinear Text 

 
 



Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 
Literal English Translation 
 

All Materials Copyright © 2007, The Bible Translation & Exegesis Institute of America, www.bteministries.org 
The GreacaII and NewJerusalemU fonts used in this work are available from Linguist's Software, Inc., www.linguistsoftware.com. 

 
Ecclesiastes 7:1-12:8 
The Proverbs of Solomon 
 
Ecclesiastes 12 
The Application of Wisdom to the Overview of Life 
 
  Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 
  The Counsel of Life  
  from the Perspective of Old Age 
 
   Ecclesiastes 12:1 
   The Introduction 
 

(1) And remember your Creator  
in the days of your young age,  
while the days of the evil  
 will not come,  
nor the years approach  
 when  you will say, There is  
 no pleasure in them for me; 
 
 Ecclesiastes 12:2-5 
 The Section on Human Health 
 
(2) while the sun will not be dark,  
nor the light, and the moon, and the stars,  
nor have the clouds returned after the rain; 
 
(3) in the day that the guards of the house 
  will tremble,  
and the men of strength have bent over,  
and the grinders have ceased  
  because they have become few;  
and the ones looking in the lattice windows 
  have become darkened. 
 
(4) And the double-doors have been shut  
  in the street,  
 when the sound of the grinding mill be low,  
and one will rise up to the sound of the bird,  
and all of the daughters of the song  
  will be brought low; 
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(5) also from a high place they will be afraid, 
and there are terrors in the way;  
and the almond tree will blossom,  
and the grasshopper will become I burden;  
and desire will cease,  
because mankind is going to his eternal home,  
and the mourners have gone around in the street; 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:5-7 
The section on Death 
 
(6) while the silver cord has not been severed, 
nor the golden bowl will be crushed,  
nor the pitcher will shatter beside the spring,  
nor the wheel will have been crushed at the well; 
 
(7) Then the dust will return to the earth  
as that it has been, and the spirit will return to God 
who has given it. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:8 
The Conclusion 
 
(8) Vanity of vanities, has said the Preacher, 
everything is vanity. 
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(1) And remember your Creator  
  בּוֹרְאֶי�-אֶת                     וּזְכֹר       .א
    kai; mnhvsqhti       tou' ktivsantov" se  
   
in the days of your young age,  
       בְּחֻרוֹתֶי�             בִּימֵי        
  ejn hJmevrai"    neovthtov" sou, 
 
while the days of the evil  
 יָבֹאוּ -לאֹ אֲשֶׁר  עַד           
       e{w" o{tou mh; e[lqwsin  
 
will not come, nor the years approach when  
 אֲשֶׁר    שָׁנִים      וְהִגִיעוּ            הָרָעָה יְמֵי     
hJmevrai th'" kakiva" kai; fqavswsin e[th, ejn oi|"  
 
you will say, There is no pleasure in them  
  בָהֶם                     לִי-אֵין                תאֹמַר        
        ejrei'"        Oujk e[stin moi        ejn aujtoi'"  
 
for me; 
 :חֵפֶץ  
qevlhma:   
 
 
(2) while the sun will not be dark,  
    הַשֶׁמֶשׁ תֶחְשַׁ�-לאֹ      אֲשֶׁר     עַד     .ב
          e{w" ou|     mh; skotisqh'/ oJ h{lio"  
 
nor the light, and the moon, and the stars,  
        וְהַכּוֹכָבִים            וְהַיָרֵחַ                   וְהָאוֹר       
    kai; to; fw'"     kai; hJ selhvnh kai; oiJ ajstevre", 
      
nor have the clouds returned after the rain; 
 :הַגָשֶׁם אַחַר             הֶעָבִים              וְשָׁבוּ             
  kai; ejpistrevywsin   ta; nevfh     ojpivsw tou' uJetou':  
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(3) in the day that the guards of the house 
  הַבַּיִת            שֹׁמְרֵי           שֶׁיָזעֻוּ        בַּיוֹם     .ג
 ejn hJmevra/, h|/ eja;n saleuqw'sin fuvlake" th'" oijkiva"  
   
will tremble, and the men of strength have bent over, 
  הֶחָיִל           אַנְשֵׁי           וְהִתְעַוְּתוּ                             
                    kai; diastrafw'sin a[ndre" th'" dunavmew",  
   
and the grinders have ceased  
       הַטֹחֲנוֹת                  וּבָטְלוּ           
        kai; h[rghsan aiJ ajlhvqousai,    
 
because they have become few;  
                      מִעֵטוּ                        כִּי     
    o{ti                wjligwvqhsan,    
 
and the ones looking in the lattice windows 
 הָרֹאוֹת                           וְחָשְׁכוּ             
     kai; skotavsousin           aiJ blevpousai 
 
have become darkened. 
 :בָּאֲרֻבּוֹת      
 ejn tai'" ojpai'":  
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(4) And the double-doors have been shut in the street, 
   בַּשׁוּק                דְלָתַיִם                               וְסֻגְרוּ         .ד
       kai; kleivsousin                   quvra"            ejn ajgora'/  
 
 
when the sound of the grinding mill be low,  
                    הַטַחֲנָה               קוֹל                   בִּשְׁפַל          
      ejn ajsqeneiva/         fwnh'"     th'" ajlhqouvsh",  
   
 
and one will rise up to the sound of the bird,  
           הַצִפּוֹר          לְקוֹל                 וְיָקוּם                  
        kai; ajnasthvsetai eij" fwnh;n tou' strouqivou,  
 
 
and all of the daughters of the song will be brought low; 
 :הַשִׁיר                  בְּנוֹת-כָּל            וְיִשַׁחוּ                    
    kai; tapeinwqhvsontai pa'sai aiJ qugatevre" tou' a[/smato":
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(5) also from a high place they will be afraid, 
  יִירָאוּ                            מִגָבֹהַ               גַם     .ה
     kaiv ge       ajpo; u{you"                 o[yontai,  
 
and there are terrors in the way; and the almond tree 
  וְיָנֵאץ                     בַּדֶרֶ�                 וְחַתְחַתִים            
          kai; qavmboi          ejn th'/ oJdw'/:          kai; ajnqhvsh/  
  
will blossom, and the grasshopper  
            וְיִסְתַבֵּל                       הַשָׁקֵד        
  to; ajmuvgdalon,         kai; pacunqh'/      
 
will become a burden; and desire will cease,  
       הָאֲבִיוֹנָה        וְתָפֵר                       הֶחָגָב              
          hJ ajkriv",     kai; diaskedasqh'/ hJ kavppari",    
 
because mankind is going to his eternal home,  
-כִּי            הֹלֵ�                        עוֹלָמוֹ בֵּית-אֶל         הָאָדָם            
       o{ti ejporeuvqh oJ a[nqrwpo" eij" oi\kon aijw'no" aujtou',  
  
and the mourners have gone around in the street; 
 :הַסוֹפְדִים                  בַשׁוּק                     וְסָבְבוּ            
     kai; ejkuvklwsan         ejn ajgora'/         oiJ koptovmenoi: 
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(6) while the silver cord has not been severed, 
  הַכֶּסֶף        חֶבֶל     [יֵרָתֵק] (יֵרָחֵק)-לאֹ   אֲשֶׁר   עַד     .ו
       e{w" o{tou  mh; ajnatraph'/ scoinivon tou' ajrgurivou,  
 
nor the golden bowl will be crushed,  
  הַזָהָב           גֻלַת           וְתָרֻץ                
         kai; sunqlibh'/ ajnqevmion tou' crusivou,  
   
nor the pitcher will shatter beside the spring,  
 הַמַבּוּעַ -עַל                 כַּד            וְתִשָׁבֶר             
            kai; suntribh'/ uJdriva        ejpi; th;n phghvn,  
  
nor the wheel will have been crushed at the well; 
לאֶ                   הַגַלְגַל                     וְנָרֹץ               :הַבּוֹר -
    kai; suntrocavsh/         oJ troco;"        ejpi; to;n lavkkon, 
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(7) Then the dust will return to the earth  
  הָאָרֶץ-עַל             הֶעָפָר              וְיָשֹׁב      .ז 
     kai; ejpistrevyh/ oJ cou'"        ejpi; th;n gh'n, 
  
as that it has been, and the spirit will return to God 
  הָאֱ�הִים-אֶל      תָשׁוּב         וְהָרוּחַ                      כְּשֶׁהָיָה            
            wJ" h\n,       kai; to; pneu'ma   ejpistrevyh/ pro;" to;n qeovn,  
 
who has given it. 
 :נְתָנָה  אֲשֶׁר  
o}" e[dwken aujtov.   
 
 
 
(8) Vanity of vanities, has said the Preacher, 
 הַקוֹהֶלֶת          אָמַר             הֲבָלִים הֲבֵל          .ח
mataiovth" mataiothvtwn,   ei\pen oJ ÆEkklhsiasthv",  
  
everything is vanity. 
 :הָבֶל            הַכֹּל        
   ta; pavnta mataiovth". 


