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Ecclesiastes 8:1-9 
The Application of Wisdom to Authority 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 8:1 
The Comparison of the Wise Man  
 
1)  Who is like the wise man?  
And who is knowing  
 the interpretation of a matter?    
The wisdom of a man  
 causes his face to shine,  
and the sternness of his face  
 will be changed. 
 
Ecclesiastes 8:2-5 
The Conduct toward Authority 
 
2)  I say, Keep the mouth of the king,  
even upon the matter of the oath of God; 
 
3) do not quickly go from before him. 
Do not stand in an evil matter,  
 because all of what he pleases  
 he will do. 
 
4) because the word of the king  
  is authority;  
and who will say to him,  
 What are you doing? 
 
5) The keeper of a commandment  
 will not know an evil thing.  
Both time and judgment  
 will know the heart of the wise man. 
 
Ecclesiastes 8:6-9 
The Counsel of Wisdom 
 
6)  Because for every matter 
 there is a time and a judgment,   
because the evil of man is great upon him.
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7) Because he is not knowing  
that which will happen. 
Because when it will happen  
who will declare to him? 
 
8)  There is no man  
having authority over the wind,  
to restrain the wind;  
and he has no authority  
in the day of death.  
And there is no discharge in the war,    
and wickedness will not deliver  
its possessors. 
 
9) All this I have seen. 
 while giving my heart to every work  
  which has been done under the sun.  
There is a time when  
 a man rules over a man 
  for evil to him. 
 

Ecclesiastes 8:10-17 
The Application of Wisdom to Mankind 

 
Ecclesiastes 8:10-13 
The Condition of Mankind 
 
(10) And in this way I have seen,  
the wicked ones being buried; 
and they had come and gone  
 from the holy place,   
and are forgotten in the city,  
 where that they had done things.  
Also this is vanity. 
 
(11) Because a decree against an evil work  
  had not been executed quickly,  
on account of this the heart  
  of the sons of man has filled  
   in them to do evil.  
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(12) Though a sinner is doing evil   
   a hundred times,  
 and his days are being prolonged to him,  
  yet also I myself am knowing  
  that it will be good  
  to the ones fearing God,  
  who will fear from before His face. 
 
(13) But it will not be good  
  for the wicked one;  
 and he will not prolong his days  
  like the shadow,  
  because he does not fear  
   from before the face of God. 
 
Ecclesiastes 8:14-15 
The Concept of Life 
 
(14) There is a vanity  
which has been done upon the earth:  
that there are righteous ones  
 to whom it happens to them  
 according to the work of the wicked;  
and there are wicked ones that 
 it happens to them  
 according to the work of the righteous ones.  
I have said that also this is vanity. 
 
(15) Then I myself have praised the rejoicing,  
 because nothing is good for mankind  
   under the sun  
  except to eat and to drink  
  and to rejoice.  
 And it will accompany him in his labor  
  in the days of his life  
  which God has given to him  
   under the sun. 
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Ecclesiastes 8:16-17 
The Conclusion of Solomon 

(16) When I had given my heart
to know wisdom,
and to see the business
which has been done

upon the earth;
that also in the day

and in the night
sleep in his eyes

he is not seeing. 

(17) Then I had seen
all of the work of God,
that mankind is not able

to find out the work  
which has been done 

 under the sun;  
because though mankind 
will labor to seek it out,  
and he will not find it.  

And also if the wise one 
will say that he knows,  
he will not be able to find it. 
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(10) And in this way I have seen,  
  רָאִיתִי           וּבְכֵן          .י
         kai; tovte      ei\don  
 
the wicked ones being buried; 
  קְבֻרִים             רְשָׁעִים      
    ajsebei'"       eij" tavfou"  
  
and they had come and gone  
          וָבָאוּ             
eijsacqevnta", kai; ejk tovpou  
 
from the holy place,   
 יְהַלֵכוּ קָדוֹשׁ   וּמִמְקוֹם
aJgivou ejporeuvqhsan  
   
and are forgotten in the city,  
   בָעִיר            וְיִשְׁתַכְּחוּ         
kai; ejph/nevqhsan ejn th'/ povlei,  
  
where that they had done things.  
-כֵּן              אֲשֶׁר      עָשׂוּ   
  o{ti ou{tw"      ejpoivhsan.   
   
Also this is vanity. 
 :הָבֶל      זֶה-גַם   
kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth".   
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(11) Because a decree against an evil work  
 פִתְגָם     נַעֲשָׂה-אֵין    אֲשֶׁר   .יא
o{ti oujk e[stin ginomevnh ajntivrrhsi"  
  
had not been executed quickly,  
 מְהֵרָה      הָרָעָה    מַעֲשֵׂה         
ajpo; tw'n poiouvntwn to; ponhro;n tacuv:   
   
on account of this the heart  
  לֵב מָלֵא       כֵּן-עַל             
dia; tou'to ejplhroforhvqh kardiva  
 
of the sons of man has filled  
 הָאָדָם-בְּנֵי          
uiJw'n tou' ajnqrwvpou  
   
in them to do evil. 
 :רָע לַעֲשׂוֹת  בָּהֶם   
ejn aujtoi'" tou' poih'sai to; ponhrovn.   
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(12) Though a sinner is doing evil  
  רָע עֹשֶׂה      חֹטֶא      אֲשֶׁר    .יב
 o}" h{marten, ejpoivhsen to; ponhro;n  
   
a hundred times,  
  מְאַת     
ajpo; tovte  
 
and his days are being prolonged to him,  
  לוֹ                        וּמַאֲרִי�                 
    kai; ajpo; makrovthto"            aujtw'/:   
   
yet also I myself am knowing  
 אָנִי יוֹדֵעַ -גַם              כִּי
o{ti kaiv ge ginwvskw ejgw; 
 
that it will be good  
 טוֹב-יִהְיֶה     אֲשֶׁר 
  o{ti e[stai ajgaqo;n  
 
to the ones fearing God,  
 הָאֱ�הִים   לְיִרְאֵי               
toi'" foboumevnoi" to;n qeovn,  
   
who will fear from before His face. 
 :מִלְפָנָיו               יִירְאוּ    אֲשֶׁר
o{pw" fobw'ntai ajpo; proswvpou aujtou':   
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(13) But it will not be good  
 יִהְיֶה-לאֹ       וְטוֹב       .יג
      kai; ajgaqo;n oujk e[stai  
 
for the wicked one;  
  לָרָשָׁע           
       tw'/ ajsebei',  
   
and he will not prolong his days  
  יָמִים           יַאֲרִי�-וְלאֹ               
         kai; ouj makrunei'   hJmevra"  
 
like the shadow,  
 כַּצֵל       
    ejn skia'/  
   
because he does not fear  
            יָרֵא אֵינֶנוּ     אֲשֶׁר   
o}" oujk e[stin fobouvmeno"  
 
from before the face of God. 
 :אֱ�הִים            מִלִפְנֵי           
     ajpo; proswvpou tou' qeou'.   
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(14) There is a vanity  
  הֶבֶל-יֶשׁ          .יד
        e[stin mataiovth",  
 
which has been done upon the earth:  
 הָאָרֶץ-עַל           נַעֲשָׂה         אֲשֶׁר  
    h}      pepoivhtai     ejpi; th'" gh'",  
   
that there are righteous ones  
  צַדִיקִים          יֵשׁ      אֲשֶׁר 
  o{ti     eijsi;       divkaioi  
 
to whom it happens to them  
  אֲלֵהֶם        מַגִיעַ            אֲשֶׁר
 o{ti         fqavnei pro;" aujtou;"   
 
according to the work of the wicked;  
  הָרְשָׁעִים                     כְּמַעֲשֵׂה    
 wJ" poivhma               tw'n ajsebw'n,  
   
and there are wicked ones that 
  שֶׁמַגִיעַ        רְשָׁעִים          וְיֵשׁ          
     kai; eijsi;n    ajsebei'" o{ti fqavnei  
 
it happens to them  
                              אֲלֵהֶם     
pro;" aujtou;"                  
 
according to the work of the righteous ones.  
 כְּמַעֲשֵׂה                         הַצַדִיקִים       
    tw'n dikaivwn:                wJ" poivhma 
   
I have said that also this is vanity. 
 :הָבֶל      זֶה-שֶׁגַם      אָמַרְתִי 
ei\pa o{ti kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth".   
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(15) Then I myself have praised the rejoicing,  
  הַשִׂמְחָה-אֶת           אֲנִי וְשִׁבַּחְתִי              .טו
kai; ejphv/nesa ejgw; su;n th;n eujfrosuvnhn,   
 
because nothing is good for mankind  
  לָאָדָם       טוֹב-אֵין            אֲשֶׁר  
o{ti oujk e[stin ajgaqo;n tw'/ ajnqrwvpw/  
 
under the sun  
  הַשֶׁמֶשׁ   תַחַת 
uJpo; to;n h{lion   
 
except to eat and to drink and to rejoice.  
 וְלִשְׂמוֹחַ         וְלִשְׁתוֹת       לֶאֱכֹל-אִם כִּי  
o{ti eij mh; tou' fagei'n kai; tou' piei'n kai; tou' eujfranqh'nai,  

   
And it will accompany him in his labor  
  בַעֲמָלוֹ       יִלְוֶנוּ                וְהוּא        
kai; aujto; sumprosevstai aujtw'/ ejn movcqw/ aujtou'  

 
in the days of his life  
  חַיָיו           יְמֵי      
    hJmevra" zwh'" aujtou',  
  
which God has given to him  
    הָאֱ�הִים לוֹ-נָתַן-אֲשֶׁר      
o{sa" e[dwken aujtw'/ oJ qeo;" 
 
under the sun. 
 :הַשָׁמֶשׁ   תַחַת 
uJpo; to;n h{lion.   
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(16) When I had given my heart  
  לִבִּי-אֶת        נָתַתִי       כַּאֲשֶׁר  .טז
ÆEn oi|" e[dwka th;n kardivan mou  
 
to know wisdom, 
  חָכְמָה     לָדַעַת  
tou' gnw'nai sofivan   
 
and to see the business  
  הָעִנְיָן-אֶת  וְלִרְאוֹת   
kai; tou' ijdei'n to;n perispasmo;n  
   
which has been done upon the earth;  
 הָאָרֶץ-עַל           נַעֲשָׂה          אֲשֶׁר 
to;n pepoihmevnon        ejpi; th'" gh'",  
  
that also in the day and in the night  
  וּבַלַיְלָה          בַּיוֹם       גַם    כִּי
o{ti kaiv ge ejn hJmevra/ kai; ejn nukti;  
   
sleep in his eyes he is not seeing. 
 :רֹאֶה אֵינֶנוּ     בְּעֵינָיו       שֵׁנָה    
u{pnon ejn ojfqalmoi'" aujtou' oujk e[stin blevpwn,  
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(17) Then I had seen  
 וְרָאִיתִי       .יז
         kai; ei\don 
 
all of the work of God,  
  הָאֱ�הִים מַעֲשֵׂה-כָּל-אֶת
su;n pavnta ta; poihvmata tou' qeou',  
   
that mankind is not able to find out the work  
  הַמַעֲשֶׂה-אֶת לִמְצוֹא הָאָדָם יוּכַל לאֹ   כִּי 
o{ti ouj dunhvsetai a[nqrwpo" tou' euJrei'n su;n to; poivhma  

 
which has been done under the sun;  
  הַשֶׁמֶשׁ-תַחַת      נַעֲשָׂה אֲשֶׁר
to; pepoihmevnon uJpo; to;n h{lion:   
   
because though mankind  
   הָאָדָם    יַעֲמֹל   אֲשֶׁר    בְּשֶׁל
o{sa a]n mocqhvsh/ oJ a[nqrwpo"   

 
will labor to seek out,  
   לְבַקֵשׁ                   
               tou' zhth'sai,  
   
and he will not find it.  
  יִמְצָא      וְלאֹ        
    kai; oujc euJrhvsei:   
   
And also if the wise one 
 הֶחָכָם יאֹמַר-אִם וְגַם     
kaiv ge o{sa a]n ei[ph/ oJ sofo;"  
 
 will say that he knows,  
 לָדַעַת              
        tou' gnw'nai,  
  
he will not be able to find it. 
 :לִמְצאֹ         יוּכַל לאֹ           
     ouj dunhvsetai tou' euJrei'n.  


