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Ecclesiastes 7:1-12:8 
The Proverbs of Solomon 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:1-29 
The Application of Wisdom 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:1-10 
The Contrasts between the Wise  and the Fool 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:1 
Concerning Reputation 
 
 (1) A good name is better  
   than olive oil; 
      and the day of death is better  
   than the day of his birth. 
           
 
Ecclesiastes 7:2-4 
Concerning Rejoicing  
 
(2)  It is better to go  
   into the house of mourning 
      than to go into the house of feasting;  
      in which it is the end of every man;  
      and the living man  
   will place it into his heart. 
          
(3) Better is grief than laughter;    
           because in sadness of the face  
           the heart will be good. 
 
(4) The heart of wise men  
    is in the house of mourning;   
     and the heart of fools  
   is in the house of rejoicing. 
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Ecclesiastes 7:5-6 
Concerning Rebuke 
     
(5) It is better to hear  
  the rebuke of a wise man 
   than a man listening  
  to the song of fools. 
         
(6) Because like the sound  
   of the thorns under the pot, 
      this way is the laughter of the fool.  
  
     And also this is vanity. 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:7 
Concerning Resistance 
 
 (7) Because the oppression  
   makes foolish a wise man; 
     and a bribe  
   will destroy the heart. 
       
Ecclesiastes 7:8-9 
Concerning Restraint 
 
(8) Better is the end of a matter  
    than its beginning; 
     better is the patient of spirit   
   than haughty of spirit. 
           
(9) Do not be quick  
   in your spirit to be angry; 
     because anger will rest  
   in the bosom of fools. 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:10 
Concerning Reflection 
 
(10) Do not say,  
   Why has it that the former days  
   have been better than these? 
       Because it was not from out of wisdom  
      that you had asked concerning this. 
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 (1) A good name is better than olive oil; 
  טוֹב          מִשֶׁמֶן          שֵׁם    טוֹב        .א
     ÆAgaqo;n o[noma       uJpe;r   e[laion ajgaqo;n   
 
and the day of death is better 
 הַמָוֶת         וְיוֹם           
kai; hJmevra tou' qanavtou  
 
than the day of his birth. 
 :הִוָּלְדוֹ              מִיוֹם          
uJpe;r hJmevran genevsew" aujtou'.   
 
(2)  It is better to go  
 לָלֶכֶת      טוֹב            .ב
      ajgaqo;n poreuqh'nai  
 
into the house of mourning 
 אֵבֶל-בֵּית-אֶל             
         eij" oi\kon pevnqou"  
   
than to go into the house of feasting;  
  מִשְׁתֶה          בֵּית-אֶל            מִלֶכֶת       
h] o{ti poreuqh'nai eij" oi\kon    povtou,  
   
in which it is the end of every man;  
  הָאָדָם-כָּל      סוֹף       הוּא      בַּאֲשֶׁר  
kaqovti tou'to tevlo" panto;" tou' ajnqrwvpou, 
 
and the living man will place it into his heart. 
 :לִבּוֹ -אֶל            יִתֵן                    וְהַחַי              
        kai; oJ zw'n              dwvsei  eij" kardivan aujtou'.  
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(3) Better is grief than laughter;  
 מִשְׂחוֹק         כַּעַס        טוֹב     .ג
       ajgaqo;n qumo;" uJpe;r gevlwta,  
   
because in sadness of the face  
  פָּנִים                    בְרֹעַ -כִּי       
  o{ti ejn kakiva/          proswvpou  
 
the heart will be good. 
 :לֵב           יִיטַב      
ajgaqunqhvsetai kardiva.   
 
(4) The heart of wise men  
  חֲכָמִים          לֵב            .ד
            kardiva     sofw'n  
 
is in the house of mourning;  
  אֵבֶל              בְּבֵית          
       ejn oi[kw/        pevnqou",  
   
and the heart of fools  
  כְּסִילִים          וְלֵב         
    kai; kardiva ajfrovnwn  
 
is in the house of rejoicing. 
 :שִׂמְחָה            בְּבֵית            
         ejn oi[kw/     eujfrosuvnh".   
 
(5) It is better to hear the rebuke of a wise man 
    חָכָם               גַעֲרַת          לִשְׁמֹעַ       טוֹב            .ה
           ajgaqo;n to; ajkou'sai ejpitivmhsin      sofou'  
   
than a man listening to the song of fools. 
 :כְּסִילִים      שִׁיר         שֹׁמֵעַ            מֵאִישׁ           
      uJpe;r a[ndra ajkouvonta     a\/sma ajfrovnwn:  
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(6) Because like the sound of the thorns under the pot, 
 הַסִיר      תַחַת           הַסִירִים                  כְקוֹל           כִּי        .ו
         o{ti       wJ" fwnh;         tw'n ajkanqw'n     uJpo; to;n levbhta,  
  
this way is the laughter of the fool.  
 הַכְּסִיל             שְׂחֹק          כֵּן  
ou{tw"     gevlw"     tw'n ajfrovnwn:   
   
And also this is vanity. 
 :הָבֶל         זֶה-וְגַם          
  kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth".   
 
(7) Because the oppression makes foolish a wise man; 
 חָכָם                יְהוֹלֵל                    הָעֹשֶׁק              כִּי        .ז 
          o{ti    hJ sukofantiva          perifevrei        sofo;n  
   
and a bribe will destroy the heart. 
 :מַתָנָה         לֵב-אֶת            וִיאַבֵּד       
kai; ajpovllusi th;n kardivan eujtoniva" aujtou'.   
 
(8) Better is the end of a matter  
  דָבָר             אַחֲרִית        טוֹב     .ח
      ajgaqh;    ejscavth         lovgwn  
 
than its beginning; 
 מֵרֵאשִׁיתוֹ        
uJpe;r ajrch;n aujtou',  
   
better is the patient of spirit   
 רוּחַ -אֶרֶ�                      טוֹב   
 ajgaqo;n              makrovqumo"  
 
than haughty of spirit. 
 :רוּחַ -מִגְבַה             
  uJpe;r uJyhlo;n pneuvmati.   
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(9) Do not be quick in your spirit to be angry; 
 לִכְעוֹס                 בְּרוּחֲ�            תְבַהֵל-אַל           .ט
          mh; speuvsh/"  ejn pneuvmativ sou tou' qumou'sqai,  
   
because anger will rest in the bosom of fools. 
 :יָנוּחַ          כְּסִילִים בְּחֵיק            כַעַס        כִּי    
o{ti qumo;" ejn kovlpw/ ajfrovnwn ajnapauvsetai.   
 
(10) Do not say, Why has it that the former 
 הָרִאשֹׁנִים שֶׁהַיָמִים     הָיָה   מֶה       תאֹמַר-אַל        .י
          mh; ei[ph/" Tiv ejgevneto o{ti aiJ hJmevrai aiJ provterai 
   
days have been better than these? 
  מֵאֵלֶה        טוֹבִים        הָיוּ                
             h\san    ajgaqai; uJpe;r tauvta"É   
   
Because it was not from out of wisdom  
         מֵחָכְמָה לאֹ                           כִּי     
    o{ti                     oujk ejn sofiva/  
 
that you had asked concerning this. 
 :זֶה-עַל                        שָׁאַלְתָ               
          ejphrwvthsa"           peri; touvtou.   
 


