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Ecclesiastes 1:3-6:12 
The Personal Experiences of Solomon (continued) 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 6:1-6 
The Observations concerning Possessions 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 6:1-2 
The Contemplation of the Great Evil 
 
(1) There is evil  
 which I have seen under the sun,  
     and it is great upon man: 
 
(2) Man whom God is giving to him 
 wealth, and possessions, and honor,  
     and nothing is lacking for his life  
  from everything which he desires; 
     but God does not give him authority  
   to partake from it,  
       because a man who is a stranger partakes of it;  
  this is vanity, and it is an evil sickness. 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 6:3-6 
The Comparison between Life and Death 
 
(3) If a man fathers a hundred children, 
   and lives many years,  
  and many that are the days of his years, 
  and his soul is not satisfied from the goodness,  
  and also there has been no burial for him;  
     I have said, the miscarried ones is better than he. 
 
(4) Because in the vanity he has come in 
  and in the darkness he will go out;  
     and in the darkness his name is covered. 
 
(5) Also the sun he has not seen  
  and he has not known; 
       There is more rest for this one  
          than for that one. 



Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 
Literal English Translation 
 

All Materials Copyright © 2007, The Bible Translation & Exegesis Institute of America, www.bteministries.org 
The GreacaII and NewJerusalemU fonts used in this work are available from Linguist's Software, Inc., www.linguistsoftware.com. 

 
(6) And if he has lived  
  a thousand years twice,  
     even goodness he has seen.  
 Are not all going into one place? 
 
 

Ecclesiastes 6:7-12 
The Reflections concerning Possessions 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 6:7-9 
The Contrasts of Life 
 
(7) All the labor of man is for his mouth, 
 and also the soul is not filled. 
 
(8) Because what is the advantage  
  for the wise man more than the fool?  
 What advantage is for the poor man  
  who knows how to walk  
    in front of the living? 
 
(9) Better is the sight of the eyes  
  than the wandering of the soul.  
Also this is vanity and chasing of wind. 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 6:10-12 
The Conclusion of Life 
 
(10) That which has been,  
  already its name has been called,  
  and knowing what is man; 
and he is not able to contend  
 with the One who is stronger than he. 
 
(11) Because there are many things  
   increasing vanity.  
what benefit is it for man? 



Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 
Literal English Translation 
 

All Materials Copyright © 2007, The Bible Translation & Exegesis Institute of America, www.bteministries.org 
The GreacaII and NewJerusalemU fonts used in this work are available from Linguist's Software, Inc., www.linguistsoftware.com. 

 
(12) Because who is knowing  
  what is good for man in life,  
   the number of the days  
     of life of his vanity?  
 And he will make them  
   like the shadow.  
For who will declare to man  
  what will be after him  
   under the sun? 
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(7) All of the labor of man is for his mouth, 
  לְפִיהוּ              הָאָדָם             עֲמַל-כָּל        .ז 
      Pa'" movcqo" tou' ajnqrwvpou eij" stovma aujtou',  
   
and also the soul is not filled. 
 :תִמָלֵא  לאֹ           הַנֶפֶשׁ-וְגַם         
    kaiv ge hJ yuch;   ouj plhrwqhvsetai.   
 
(8) Because what is the advantage for the wise man 
   לֶחָכָם                       יוֹתֵר -מַה              כִּי   .ח
      o{ti      tiv" perisseiva              tw'/ sofw'/  
 
more than the fool? What advantage is for the poor man  
 לֶעָנִי -מַה                              הַכְּסִיל-מִן         
     uJpe;r to;n a[fronaÉ   diovti                          oJ pevnh"  
 
who knows how to walk  
 לַהֲ��                 יוֹדֵעַ       
     oi\den          poreuqh'nai  
 
in front of the living? 
 :הַחַיִים       נֶגֶד      
katevnanti th'" zwh'".   
 
(9) Better is the sight of the eyes  
  עֵינַיִם       מַרְאֵה             טוֹב    .ט
     ajgaqo;n        o{rama  ojfqalmw'n  
 
than the wandering of the soul.  
  נָפֶשׁ-מֵהֲלָ�                      
         uJpe;r poreuovmenon yuch'/.   
   
also this is vanity and chasing of wind. 
 :רוּחַ         וּרְעוּת          הֶבֶל       זֶה-גַם        
kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth" kai; proaivresi" pneuvmato".   
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(10) That which has been, 
  שֶׁהָיָה-מַה              .י
           Ei[ ti ejgevneto,  
 
 already its name has been called,  
  שְׁמוֹ         נִקְרָא           כְּבָר    
    h[dh     kevklhtai o[noma aujtou',   
 
and knowing what is man; 
 אָדָם הוּא-אֲשֶׁר          וְנוֹדָע         
   kai; ejgnwvsqh o{ ejstin a[nqrwpo",  
 
and he is not able to contend with  
  עִם          לָדִין                  יוּכַל-וְלאֹ       
kai; ouj dunhvsetai    tou' kriqh'nai meta;  
 
the One who is stronger than he. 
 :מִמֶנוּ         [שֶׁתַקִיף] (שֶׁהתַקִיף)       
    tou'        ijscurou'       uJpe;r aujtovn:   
 
(11) Because there are many things  
  הַרְבֵּה דְבָרִים-יֵשׁ              כִּי      .יא
         o{ti         eijsi;n lovgoi polloi;  
 
increasing vanity. 
  הָבֶל          מַרְבִּים   
plhquvnonte" mataiovthta.   
 
What benefit is it for man? 
 :לָאָדָם                  יוֹתֵר-מַה    
 tiv perisso;n        tw'/ ajnqrwvpw/É  
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(12) Because who is knowing  
 יוֹדֵעַ -מִי           כִּי         .יב
             o{ti       tiv" oi\den  
 
what is good for man in life,  
  בַּחַיִים   לָאָדָם           טוֹב-מַה       
    tiv ajgaqo;n tw'/ ajnqrwvpw/ ejn th'/ zwh'/  
   
the number of the days of life of his vanity?  
  הֶבְלוֹ                  חַיֵי-יְמֵי                    מִסְפַּר    
  ajriqmo;n          hJmerw'n zwh'" mataiovthto" aujtou'É   
   
And he will make them like the shadow.  
  כַּצֵל                    וְיַעֲשֵׂם                     
        kai; ejpoivhsen aujta;"      ejn skia'/:   
   
For who will declare to man  
 לָאָדָם        יַגִיד-מִי  אֲשֶׁר           
   o{ti tiv" ajpaggelei' tw'/ ajnqrwvpw/  
   
what will be after him under the sun? 
 :הַשָׁמֶשׁ תַחַת         אַחֲרָיו         יִהְיֶה-מַה        
     tiv e[stai ojpivsw aujtou'    uJpo; to;n h{lionÉ   
 


