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Ecclesiastes 1:3-6:12 
The Personal Experiences of Solomon (continued) 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:1-16 
The Observations of the Human Condition 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:1-3 
The Observation of Oppression 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:1 
The Condition of Suffering 
 
1) And I had returned again, I myself,  
and saw all of the oppressions  
which are happening under the sun. 
And behold the tears of the ones being oppressed,  
and for them there was no comforter!  
And from the hand of the ones oppressing them was power;  
and for them there was no comforter. 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:2-3 
The Conclusion concerning Oppression 
 
2) And I commended, I myself, the dead, 
who already had died,  
more than the living  
who they themselves are still alive. 
 
3) And better than both of them  
is the one who has not yet existed,  
who has not seen the evil work  
which has been done under the sun. 
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Ecclesiastes 4:4-6 
The Observation of Envy 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:4 
The Condition of Success 
 
4) And I have seen, I myself,  
all labor, and all success of work,  
that it is envied of a man  
against his neighbor;  
this also is vanity and chasing of wind. 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:5 
The Contrast with the Fool 
 
5) The fool is folding his hands together  
and is eating his own flesh. 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:6 
The Conclusion: A Proverb 
 
6) Better is a handful of rest,  
than two handfuls of labor  
and chasing of wind. 
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1) And I had returned again, I myself, and I saw  
 וָאֶרְאֶה                אֲנִי                    וְשַׁבְתִי               .א
         Kai; ejpevstreya ejgw;                       kai; ei\don  
   
all of the oppressions  
       הָעֲשֻׁקִים-כָּל-אֶת        
su;n pavsa" ta;" sukofantiva"  
 
which are happening under the sun:  
     הַשָׁמֶשׁ      תַחַת          נַעֲשִׂים           אֲשֶׁר  
   ta;"      ginomevna"      uJpo;  to;n h{lion:   
  

and behold the tears of the ones being oppressed,  
  הָעֲשֻׁקִים                          דִמְעַת              וְהִנֵה      
kai; ijdou;           davkruon          tw'n sukofantoumevnwn,  
 

and for them there was no comforter; 
 מְנַחֵם            לָהֶם           וְאֵין          
kai;   oujk e[stin aujtoi'"    parakalw'n,  
 

and from the hand of the ones oppressing them was power; 
 כֹּחַ                                עֹשְׁקֵיהֶם                            וּמִיַד            
 kai;  ajpo; ceiro;"      sukofantouvntwn aujtou;"               ijscuv",  
 

and for them there was no comforter. 
 :מְנַחֵם            לָהֶם               וְאֵין        
kai; oujk e[stin     aujtoi'"    parakalw'n.   
 
2) And I commended, I myself, the dead  
 הַמֵתִים-אֶת            אֲנִי               וְשַׁבֵּחַ            .ב
      kai; ejphv/nesa           ejgw;   su;n tou;" teqnhkovta"  
   

who already had died, more than the living 
  הַחַיִים-מִן                  מֵתוּ                שֶׁכְּבָר   
tou;" h[dh ajpoqanovnta" uJpe;r tou;" zw'nta",  
 

who they themselves are still alive. 
 :עֲדֶנָה    חַיִים                 הֵמָה        אֲשֶׁר
 o{soi      aujtoi;         zw'sin e{w" tou' nu'n:
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3) And, better than both of them is the one  
  מִשְׁנֵיהֶם                     וְטוֹב       .ג
      kai; ajgaqo;"   uJpe;r tou;" duvo touvtou"  

 
who has not yet existed,  
 הָיָה לאֹ    עֲדֶן-אֲשֶׁר    אֵת    
   o{sti"    ou[pw   ejgevneto,  

 
who has not seen the evil work  
 הָרָע הַמַעֲשֶׂה-אֶת     רָאָה-לאֹ         אֲשֶׁר
  o}" oujk ei\den su;n to; poivhma to; ponhro;n 

 
which has been done under the sun. 
 :הַשָׁמֶשׁ      תַחַת         נַעֲשָׂה             אֲשֶׁר  
   to;       pepoihmevnon    uJpo;  to;n h{lion.   
 

4) And I have seen, I myself, all labor,  
  עָמָל-כָּל-אֶת         אֲנִי           וְרָאִיתִי           .ד
           Kai; ei\don   ejgw; su;n pavnta to;n movcqon  

  
and all success of work,  
  הַמַעֲשֶׂה כִּשְׁרוֹן-כָּל       וְאֵת
kai; su;n pa'san ajndreivan tou' poihvmato",  
   

that it is envied of a man  
  אִישׁ-קִנְאַת       הִיא   כִּי  
o{ti  aujto;  zh'lo" ajndro;"  

 
against his neighbor.  
  מֵרֵעֵהוּ          
ajpo; tou' eJtaivrou aujtou':   

  
This also is vanity and chasing of wind. 
 :רוּחַ        וּרְעוּת              הֶבֶל       זֶה-גַם       
kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth" kai; proaivresi" pneuvmato".  
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5) The fool is folding his hands together, 
  יָדָיו-אֶת             חֹבֵק          הַכְּסִיל    .ה
     oJ a[frwn perievlaben ta;" cei'ra" aujtou'  
  
and is eating his own flesh. 
 :בְּשָׂרוֹ-אֶת           וְאֹכֵל       
kai; e[fagen ta;" savrka" aujtou'.   

 
6) Better is a handful of rest, 
 נָחַת         כַף מְלאֹ           טוֹב     .ו
  ajgaqo;n plhvrwma drako;" ajnapauvsew"  
   

than two handfuls of labor  
  עָמָל           חָפְנַיִם      מִמְלאֹ    
uJpe;r plhvrwma duvo drakw'n movcqou  
   

and chasing of wind. 
 :רוּחַ             וּרְעוּת       
kai; proairevsew" pneuvmato".   

 


