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Ecclesiastes 1:3-6:12 
The Personal Experiences of Solomon (continued) 
 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
The Observations of Pleasure 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:1 
The Introduction 
 
1) I have said in my heart, Come now,  
I will test you in pleasure.  
And I will see you in good.  
And behold, also this is vanity. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:2-3 
The Experiment with Laughter and Wine 
 
2) Concerning laughter I have said,  
"It is madness," 
 and concerning pleasure, 
"What is this accomplishing?" 
 
3) I have investigated in my heart  
to draw out my flesh in wine,  
and leading my heart in wisdom;  
and to take hold in foolishness,  
until which time I will see where  
this good for the sons of man is, 
which they will do under the heavens 
through the number of the days  
of their lives. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:4-8 
The Experiment with Materialism 
 
4) I have made great my works;  
I have built for myself houses;  
I have planted for myself vineyards; 
 
5) I have made for myself gardens and parks; 
and I have planted in them trees  
of every kind of fruit; 
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6) I have made for myself pools of waters;  
to irrigate from them the forest sprouting 
trees; 
 
7) I have acquired male slaves and female slaves, 
and the sons of the household  have become for me.  
Also I have acquired livestock, and countless sheep 
have become for me, more than all that have been 
before me in Jerusalem. 
 
8) I have gathered for myself also silver and gold, 
and the treasure of kings and the provinces. 
I have made for myself male singers  
and female singers; and the pleasures of the sons 
of man, a concubine, and concubines. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:9-11 
The Conclusion 
 
9) And I have become great and I have increased 
more than all that have been before me in Jerusalem; 
yet my wisdom has remained with me. 
 
10) And everything which my eyes have asked,  
I have not withheld from them.  
I have not withheld my heart from all pleasure;  
because my heart was rejoicing from all of my labor;  
and this has been my portion from all of my labor. 
 
11) And I have turned, I in all of my works  
that my hands have done, and in the labor  
that I have labored to do. And, behold,  
everything is vanity and chasing of wind,  
and there is no profit under the sun. 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:12-17 
The Observations of Wisdom Contrasted with Foolishness 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:12 
The Introduction 
 
12) And I had turned to see wisdom, 
and madness, and foolishness.  
Because what will the man do who  
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will come after the king,  
which has already been done? 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:13-14 
The Comparison of Light to Darkness 
 
13) And I have seen, I myself,  
that there is a profit to wisdom  
compared to foolishness,  
like the profit of the light compared to 
the darkness. 
 
14) The wise man, his eyes are in his head,  
but the fool is walking in the darkness;  
and I also have known, I myself, 
that one event will happen to all of them. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:15-16 
The Comparison at Death 
 
15) And I have said in my heart, I myself, 
Like the event of the fool, also I myself,   
it will happen to me;  
and for why have I then, I myself, 
become more wise?  
And I have said in my heart that also this is vanity. 
 
16) Because there is no remembrance of the wise 
with the fool forever, in that already the coming days  
everyone will have been forgotten. 
And O how will the wise die with the fool! 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:17 
The Conclusion 
 
17) And I have hated life; because upon me 
the work that has been done under the sun  
is evil; because everything is vanity and chasing of wind. 
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Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 
The Observations of Physical Labor 
 

Ecclesiastes 2:18-23 
The Problem of Success 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:18-19 
The Contemplation of Achievement 
 
18) And I have hated, I myself,  
all of my labor that I myself labored  
under the sun,  
that I will leave it to the man  
who will be after me. 
 
19) And who is knowing,  
will he be the wise man or a fool?  
And he will rule among all of my labor 
which I have labored,  
and which I have been wise under the sun.  
Also this is vanity. 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:20-21 
The Conflict over Achievement 
 
20) And I had turned, I myself, 
 to make my heart despair 
over all of the labor which I have labored  
under the sun. 
 
21) Because there is a man who his labor  
is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in success,  
and to a man who has not labored in it,  
he will give it as his share; 
also this is vanity and a great evil. 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:22-23 
The Conclusion concerning Achievement 
 
22) Because what will be happening for the man  
in all of his labor, and in chasing of his heart,  
which he himself labored under the sun?
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23) Because all of his days are pains,  
and his job is anguish;  
also in the night his heart has not rested. 
Also this is vanity. 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 
The Provision in Labor 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 
The Consequences of Labor 
 
24) Is there nothing better in the man 
than that he will eat and drink  
and will have caused his soul to see good  
in his labor? Also this I have seen, I myself, 
that it was from the hand of God. 
 
25) Because who will eat, and who will enjoy, 
apart from Him? 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:26 
The Contrast between Good and Evil 
 
26) Because to a man who is good before Him, 
God will have given wisdom, and knowledge 
and joy. And to the sinner He has given the job 
to gather and to collect, to give to the one 
who is good before God. Also this is vanity 
and chasing of wind. 

 



Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 
Trilinear Text 
 

All Materials Copyright © 2007, The Bible Translation & Exegesis Institute of America, www.bteministries.org 
The GreacaII and NewJerusalemU fonts used in this work are available from Linguist's Software, Inc., www.linguistsoftware.com. 

18) And I have hated, I myself, all of my labor  
   ֲעָמִלי-ָּכל-ֶאת            ֲאִני                 ְוָׂשֵנאִתי         .יח
        kai; ejmivshsa           ejgw;   su;n pavnta movcqon mou,   
 
that I myself labored under the sun,        
                         ַהָׁשֶמׁש      ַתַחת           ָעֵמל                ֶׁשֲאִני  
    o}n           ejgw; mocqw'     uJpo; to;n h{lion,   
 
that I will leave it to the man 
 ָלָאָדם             ֶׁשַאִניֶחנּו           
   o{ti ajfivw aujto;n tw'/ ajnqrwvpw/  
 

who will be after me. 
 :ַאֲחָרי        ֶׁשִיְהֶיה      
tw'/ ginomevnw/ metÆ ejmev:   
 
19) And who is knowing,  
  יֹוֵדעַ               ּוִמי       .יט
        kai; tiv"        oi\den  

 
will he be the wise man or a fool?  
  ָסָכל     אֹו          ִיְהֶיה               ֶהָחָכם  
 eij sofo;"        e[stai        h] a[frwnÉ    
 
And he will rule among all of my labor 
  ֲעָמִלי-ְּבָכל                   ְוִיְׁשַלט           
  kai; ejxousiavzetai   ejn panti; movcqw/ mou,  
   

which I have labored,  
  ֶׁשָעַמְלִתי            
       w|/ ejmovcqhsa  

 
and which I have been wise under the sun.  
  ַהָׁשֶמׁש     ַתַחת                    ְוֶׁשָחַכְמִתי                 
 kai;        w|/ ejsofisavmhn           uJpo; to;n h{lion.   
   

Also this is vanity. 
 :ָהֶבל        ֶזה-ַגם      
kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth".   
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20) And I had turned, I myself, to make my heart despair 
  ִלִּבי-ֶאת        ְלָיֵאׁש              ֲאִני                  ְוַסּבֹוִתי           .כ
    kai; ejpevstreya             ejgw;  tou' ajpotavxasqai th'/ kardiva/ mou  

  
over all of the labor which I have labored  
ַעל          ָּכל     ֶׁשָעַמְלִתי                 ֶהָעָמל-
  ejpi; panti; tw'/ movcqw/,       w|/ ejmovcqhsa  
 
under the sun. 
 :ַהָׁשֶמׁש     ַתַחת  
 uJpo; to;n h{lion, 
 
21) Because there is a man who his labor  
  ֶׁשֲעָמלֹו              ָאָדם       ֵיׁש-ִּכי            .כא
         o{ti      e[stin a[nqrwpo",  ou| movcqo" aujtou'  
  

is in wisdom, and in knowledge,  
  ּוְבַדַעת                    ְּבָחְכָמה      
    ejn sofiva/          kai; ejn gnwvsei  

 
and in success, and to a man  
 ּוְלָאָדם              ּוְבִכְׁשרֹון       
kai; ejn ajndreiva/,   kai; a[nqrwpo",  
 
who has not labored in it, he will give it as his share; 
 ֶחְלקֹו                 ִיְתֶננּו          ּבֹו-ָעַמל                ֶׁשלֹא        
  o}" oujk ejmovcqhsen ejn aujtw'/, dwvsei aujtw'/     merivda aujtou'.   

  
also this is vanity and a great evil. 
 :ַרָּבה ְוָרָעה          ֶהֶבל          ֶזה-ַגם   
kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth" kai; ponhriva megavlh
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22) Because what will be happening for the man  
  ָלָאָדם                     הֶֹוה-ֶמה                      ִּכי      .כב
          o{ti                tiv givnetai           tw'/ ajnqrwvpw/  

 
in all of his labor, and in chasing of his heart,  
 ִלּבֹו                ּוְבַרְעיֹון                 ֲעָמלֹו-ְּבָכל       
ejn panti; movcqw/ aujtou' kai; ejn proairevsei kardiva" aujtou',  
   

which he himself labored under the sun? 
 :ַהָׁשֶמׁש ַתַחת             ָעֵמל        ֶׁשהּוא             
           w|/ aujto;"  mocqei'       uJpo; to;n h{lionÉ   
 
 
23) Because all of his days are pains,  
     ַמְכֹאִבים            ָיָמיו-ָכל              ִּכי       .כג
    o{ti pa'sai aiJ hJmevrai aujtou' ajlghmavtwn  

 
and his job is anguish;  
 ִעְנָינֹו             ָוַכַעס      
kai; qumou' perispasmo;" aujtou',  
   
also in the night his heart has not rested 
  ִלּבֹו         ָׁשַכב-לֹא             ַּבַלְיָלה-ַגם         
kaiv ge ejn nukti; ouj koima'tai hJ kardiva aujtou'.   

   
Also this is vanity. 
 :הּוא  ֶהֶבל  ֶזה-ַגם     
kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth" ejstivn.
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24) Is there nothing better in the man  
         ָּבָאָדם        טֹוב-ֵאין                       .כד
             Oujk e[stin ajgaqo;n ejn ajnqrwvpw/:   

 
than that he will eat and drink  
              ְוָׁשָתה            ֶׁשיֹאַכל                   
          o}  favgetai   kai; o} pivetai  
   

and will have caused his soul 
 ַנְפׁשֹו-ֶאת ְוֶהְרָאה                     
kai; o} deivxei th'/ yuch'/ aujtou', 
 

to see good in his labor?  
  ַּבֲעָמלֹו         טֹוב            
       ajgaqo;n ejn movcqw/ aujtou'.   
   

Also this I have seen, I myself, 
 ָאִני        ָרִאיִתי          ֹזה-ַגם   
kaiv ge tou'to  ei\don      ejgw;  

 
that it is from the hand of God. 
 :ִהיא ָהֱא�ִהים         ִמַיד           ִּכי   
o{ti ajpo; ceiro;" tou' qeou' ejstin:   
 
 
25) Because who will eat, and who will enjoy, 
  ָיחּוׁש             ּוִמי         יֹאַכל       ִמי       ִּכי       .כה
       o{ti  tiv"  favgetai         kai; tiv"      feivsetai  

 
apart from Him? 
 :ִמֶמִני        חּוץ  
    pavrex aujtou'É 
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26) Because to a man who is good before Him, 
       ְלָפָניו              ֶׁשטֹוב              ְלָאָדם             ִּכי      .כו
      o{ti tw'/ ajnqrwvpw/ tw'/ ajgaqw'/ pro; proswvpou aujtou' 
 

God will have given wisdom, and knowledge and joy.  
 ְוִׂשְמָחה                  ְוַדַעת            ָחְכָמה                   ָנַתן               
           e[dwken             sofivan    kai; gnw'sin    kai; eujfrosuvnhn:   

  
And to the sinner He has given the job 
 ִעְנָין              ָנַתן                     ְוַלחֹוֶטא          
kai; tw'/ aJmartavnonti      e[dwken perispasmo;n  

  
to gather and to collect,  
 ְוִלְכנֹוס              ֶלֱאסֹוף   
tou' prosqei'nai kai; tou' sunagagei'n  

  
to give to the one who is good before God.  
  ָהֱא�ִהים ִלְפֵני                 ְלטֹוב                  ָלֵתת   
tou' dou'nai tw'/ ajgaqw'/ pro; proswvpou tou' qeou':   

  
Also this is vanity and chasing of wind. 
 :רּוחַ          ּוְרעּות             ֶהֶבל          ֶזה-ַגם     
o{ti kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth" kai; proaivresi" pneuvmato". 


