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Ecclesiastes 1:3-6:12 
The Personal Experiences of Solomon (continued) 
 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
The Observations of Pleasure 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:1 
The Introduction 
 
1) I have said in my heart, Come now,  
I will test you in pleasure.  
And I will see you in good.  
And behold, also this is vanity. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:2-3 
The Experiment with Laughter and Wine 
 
2) Concerning laughter I have said,  
"It is madness," 
 and concerning pleasure, 
"What is this accomplishing?" 
 
3) I have investigated in my heart  
to draw out my flesh in wine,  
and leading my heart in wisdom;  
and to take hold in foolishness,  
until which time I will see where  
this good for the sons of man is, 
which they will do under the heavens 
through the number of the days  
of their lives. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:4-8 
The Experiment with Materialism 
 
4) I have made great my works;  
I have built for myself houses;  
I have planted for myself vineyards; 
 
5) I have made for myself gardens and parks; 
and I have planted in them trees  
of every kind of fruit; 
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6) I have made for myself pools of waters;  
to irrigate from them the forest sprouting 
trees; 
 
7) I have acquired male slaves and female slaves, 
and the sons of the household  have become for me.  
Also I have acquired livestock, and countless sheep 
have become for me, more than all that have been 
before me in Jerusalem. 
 
8) I have gathered for myself also silver and gold, 
and the treasure of kings and the provinces. 
I have made for myself male singers  
and female singers; and the pleasures of the sons 
of man, a concubine, and concubines. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:9-11 
The Conclusion 
 
9) And I have become great and I have increased 
more than all that have been before me in Jerusalem; 
yet my wisdom has remained with me. 
 
10) And everything which my eyes have asked,  
I have not withheld from them.  
I have not withheld my heart from all pleasure;  
because my heart was rejoicing from all of my labor;  
and this has been my portion from all of my labor. 
 
11) And I have turned, I in all of my works  
that my hands have done, and in the labor  
that I have labored to do. And, behold,  
everything is vanity and chasing of wind,  
and there is no profit under the sun. 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:12-17 
The Observations of Wisdom Contrasted with Foolishness 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:12 
The Introduction 
 
12) And I had turned to see wisdom, 
and madness, and foolishness.  
Because what will the man do who  
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will come after the king,  
which has already been done? 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:13-14 
The Comparison of Light to Darkness 
 
13) And I have seen, I myself,  
that there is a profit to wisdom  
compared to foolishness,  
like the profit of the light compared to 
the darkness. 
 
14) The wise man, his eyes are in his head,  
but the fool is walking in the darkness;  
and I also have known, I myself, 
that one event will happen to all of them. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:15-16 
The Comparison at Death 
 
15) And I have said in my heart, I myself, 
Like the event of the fool, also I myself,   
it will happen to me;  
and for why have I then, I myself, 
become more wise?  
And I have said in my heart that also this is vanity. 
 
16) Because there is no remembrance of the wise 
with the fool forever, in that already the coming days  
everyone will have been forgotten. 
And O how will the wise die with the fool! 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:17 
The Conclusion 
 
17) And I have hated life; because upon me 
the work that has been done under the sun  
is evil; because everything is vanity and chasing of wind. 
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12) And I had turned to see wisdom, 
 ָחְכָמה        ִלְראֹות        ֲאִני     ּוָפִניִתי     .יב
     Kai; ejpevbleya ejgw; tou' ijdei'n sofivan  
   
and madness, and foolishness. Because what  
  ֶמה         ִּכי                    ְוִסְכלּות             ְוהֹוֵללֹות    
kai; perifora;n kai; ajfrosuvnhn:          o{ti      tiv"  

 
will the man do who will come after the king,  
 ַהֶמֶל�      ַאֲחֵרי         ֶׁשָיבֹוא               ָהָאָדם            
oJ a[nqrwpo",      o}" ejpeleuvsetai ojpivsw th'" boulh'"  
   
which has already been done? 
 :ָעׂשּוהּו       ְּכָבר-ֲאֶׁשר         ֵאת   
 ta; o{sa   ejpoivhsen      aujthvnÉ   
 
13) And I have seen, I myself that there is a profit  
  ִיְתרֹון              ֶׁשֵיׁש           ָאִני                 ְוָרִאיִתי         .יג
          kai; ei\don            ejgw;      o{ti e[stin    perisseiva  

 
to wisdom compared to foolishness, like the profit of the light 
  ָהאֹור                        ִּכיְתרֹון                 ַהִסְכלּות-ִמן                ַלָחְכָמה    
 th'/ sofiva/      uJpe;r th;n ajfrosuvnhn        wJ"     perisseiva tou' fwto;"  

 
compared to the darkness. 
 :ַהֹחֶׁש�-ִמן             
        uJpe;r to; skovto":   
 
14) The wise man, his eyes are in his head,  
  ְּברֹאׁשֹו             ֵעיָניו        ֶהָחָכם             .יד
 tou' sofou' oiJ ojfqalmoi; aujtou' ejn kefalh'/ aujtou',  
   
and the fool is walking in the darkness; and I also have known, 
  ָאִני-ַגם       ְוָיַדְעִתי                   הֹוֵל�                 ַּבֹחֶׁש�        ְוַהְּכִסיל     
kai; oJ a[frwn ejn skovtei         poreuvetai.      kai; e[gnwn   kaiv ge ejgw;  
   
I myself that one event will happen to all of them. 
 :ֻּכָלם-ֶאת         ִיְקֶרה ֶאָחד         ֶׁשִמְקֶרה          
         o{ti sunavnthma e}n sunanthvsetai toi'" pa'sin aujtoi'".   
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15) And I have said in my heart, I myself Like the event  
  ְּכִמְקֵרה                                ְּבִלִּבי        ֲאִני  ְוָאַמְרִתי         .טו
      kai;       ei\pa ejgw; ejn kardiva/ mou             ïW" sunavnthma  

 
of the fool, also I myself it will happen to me;  
  ִיְקֵרִני                 ֲאִני-ַגם              ַהְּכִסיל    
tou' a[frono"  kaiv ge ejmoi;    sunanthvsetaiv moi,  
   
and for why have I then, I myself become more wise?  
           ֹיֵתר       ָאז                     ֲאִני           ָחַכְמִתי          ְוָלָמה         
kai;   i{na    tiv ejsofisavmhnÉ        ejgw;    tovte    perisso;n  

 
And I have said in my heart that this also is vanity. 
 :ָהֶבל           ֶזה-ֶׁשַגם               ְבִלִּבי                 ְוִדַּבְרִתי        
ejlavlhsa ejn kardiva/ mou, diovti a[frwn ejk perisseuvmato" lalei',  
 o{ti kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth".   

 
16) Because there is no  remembrance of the wise 
 ֶלָחָכם             ִזְכרֹון                ֵאין               ִּכי       .טז
           o{ti oujk e[stin               mnhvmh      tou' sofou'  

    
with the fool forever, in that already 
 ְּבֶׁשְּכָבר              ְלעֹוָלם ַהְּכִסיל-ִעם      
meta; tou' a[frono" eij" aijw'na, kaqovti h[dh 
   
the coming days everyone has been forgotten. 
  ִנְׁשָּכח                ַהֹּכל          ַהָּבִאים   ַהָיִמים     
 aiJ hJmevrai aiJ ejrcovmenai ta; pavnta   ejpelhvsqh:   
   
And O how will the wise die with the fool! 
 :ַהְּכִסיל-ִעם    ֶהָחָכם         ָימּות           ְוֵאי�     
kai; pw'" ajpoqanei'tai oJ sofo;" meta; tou' a[frono"É   
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17) And I have hated the life; because upon me the work  
  ַהַמֲעֶׂשה      ָעַלי ַרע         ִּכי             ַהַחִיים-ֶאת       ְוָׂשֵנאִתי         .יז
       kai; ejmivshsa su;n th;n zwhvn,  o{ti ponhro;n ejpÆ ejme; to; poivhma 

 
that has been done under the sun is evil; 
  ַהָׁשֶמׁש       ַתַחת        ֶׁשַנֲעָׂשה                
      to; pepoihmevnon   uJpo to;n h{lion,  
   
because everything is vanity and chasing of wind. 
 :רּוחַ          ּוְרעּות              ֶהֶבל                  ַהֹּכל-ִּכי            
         o{ti ta; pavnta mataiovth" kai; proaivresi" pneuvmato".   
  
 


