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Ecclesiastes 1:1-2 
The Prologue 

 
1) The words of the Preacher,  
the son of David,  
king in Jerusalem: 
 
2) Vanity of vanities, has said the Preacher, 
vanity of vanities!  
All is vanity! 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:3-6:12 
The Personal Experiences of Solomon 
 
 Ecclesiastes 1:3-7 
 The Observations of Life: A Poem on the Cycles of Life 

 
3) What profit is for the person  
in all of his work which he labors  
under the sun? 

 
Ecclesiastes 1:4 
The Cycle of Human Life 
 
4) A generation is leaving,  
and a generation is coming;  
and the earth s forever standing. 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:5 
The Cycle of the Sun 
 
5) And the sun has risen,  
and the sun has gone  
even to its place panting;  
it is rising there again. 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:6 
The Cycle of the Wind 
 
6) The wind is going toward the south,  
and is turning around toward the north;  
the wind is going around and around;  
and upon its circuits the wind is returning. 
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Ecclesiastes 1:7 
The Cycle of Water 
 
7) All of the streams are going toward the sea;  
and the sea is not full.  
Toward the place of which the streams are going,  
there they are returning to go again. 
 

Ecclesiastes 1:8-11 
The Conclusions 
 
8) All of the things are tiresome;  
a man is not able to describe it.  
The eye is not satisfied to see,  
and the ear is not full from hearing. 
 
9) Whatever has been,  
it is what will be. 
And whatever has been done,  
it is what will be done.  
And there is not anything new 
under the sun. 
 
10) There is something of which  
someone will say,  
See this, it is new!  
It has already been for ages  
which have been before us. 
 
11) There is no remembrance  
regarding the former things; 
and also regarding the latter things  
which will be; 
and there will not be a remembrance 
with those people who will be later. 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 
The Reflections of Solomon 

 
Ecclesiastes 1:12 
The Identification of Solomon 
 
12) I, the Preacher, have been king  
over Israel in Jerusalem.
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Ecclesiastes 1:13-15 
The First Reflection 

 
Ecclesiastes 1:13-14 
The Pursuit of Wisdom 
 
13) And I have given my heart to seek out 
and to investigate in wisdom concerning  
all of which has been done under the heavens.  
That is an occupation of evil God has given  
to the sons of man, to be occupied in it. 
 
14) I have observed all the works that  
have been done under the sun; and, behold,  
the whole thing is vanity and chasing of wind! 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:15 
The Proverb 
 
15) Something being crooked is not able   
to become straight, and what is lacking  
is not able to be counted. 

 
Ecclesiastes 1:16-18 
The Second Reflection 

 
Ecclesiastes 1:16-17 
The Pursuit of Wisdom 
 
16) I have spoken, I with my heart, saying,  
I Behold, I have made great and have increased 
wisdom above all of whom has been before me 
over Jerusalem. And, my heart has seen 
exceedingly wisdom and knowledge. 
 
17) And I gave my heart to know wisdom, 
and to know madness, and foolishness.  
I have known that also this, it is chasing of wind. 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:18 
The Proverb 
 
18) Because in abundance of wisdom  
is abundance of frustration; 
and he who increases knowledge  
increases anguish. 
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12) I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel 
  יִשְׂרָאֵל-עַל    מֶלֶ�       הָיִיתִי           קֹהֶלֶת          אֲנִי  .יב
  ÆEgw; ÆEkklhsiasth;" ejgenovmhn basileu;" ejpi; Israhl 
 
in Jerusalem. 
 :בִּירוּשָׁלָם   
ejn Ierousalhm:   

 
13) And I have given my heart to seek out 
  לִדְרוֹשׁ      לִבִּי-אֶת                וְנָתַתִי          .יג
        kai; e[dwka th;n kardivan mou tou' ejkzhth'sai  
   
and to investigate in wisdom concerning all of which 
  אֲשֶׁר-כָּל עַל                   בַּחָכְמָה                 וְלָתוּר          
 kai; tou' kataskevyasqai ejn th'/ sofiva/   peri  ; pavntwn    tw'n 
   
has been done under the heavens. That is an occupation of evil 
 רָע             עִנְיַן              הוּא            הַשָׁמָיִם        תַחַת           נַעֲשָׂה           
         ginomevnwn      uJpo; to;n oujranovn:          o{ti          perispasmo;n ponhro;n  
   
God has given to the sons of man,  
  הָאָדָם        לִבְנֵי         אֱ�הִים       נָתַן    
e[dwken oJ qeo;" toi'" uiJoi'" tou' ajnqrwvpou  
   
to be occupied in it. 
 :בּוֹ            לַעֲנוֹת      
tou' perispa'sqai ejn aujtw'/.   
 
14) I have observed all the works that have been done 
  שֶׁנַעֲשׂוּ              הַמַעֲשִׂים-כָּל-אֶת       רָאִיתִי               .יד
               ei\don       su;n pavnta ta; poihvmata   ta; pepoihmevna 
 
under the sun; and behold, the whole thing is vanity 
 הֶבֶל                הַכֹּל                    וְהִנֵה          הַשָׁמֶשׁ     תַחַת  
  uJpo; to;n h{lion,    kai; ijdou;              ta; pavnta       mataiovth"  
 
and chasing of wind! 
 :רוּחַ             וּרְעוּת       
kai; proaivresi" pneuvmato".  
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15) Something being crooked is not able to become straight, 
  לִתְקֹן                יוּכַל-לאֹ                                מְעֻוָּת           .טו
             diestrammevnon                 ouj dunhvsetai   tou' ejpikosmhqh'nai,  
   
and what is lacking is not able to be counted. 
 :לְהִמָנוֹת           יוּכַל-לאֹ             וְחֶסְרוֹן                
             kai; uJstevrhma  ouj dunhvsetai  tou' ajriqmhqh'nai.   
 
16) I have spoken, I with my heart, saying,  
      לֵאמֹר           לִבִּי-עִם       אֲנִי           דִבַּרְתִי      .טז
          ejlavlhsa      ejgw; ejn kardiva/ mou   tw'/ levgein   
 
I Behold, I have made great and I have increased  
  וְהוֹסַפְתִי                       הִגְדַלְתִי              הִנֵה      אֲנִי
ÆEgw;  ijdou;          ejmegaluvnqhn             kai; prosevqhka  

 
wisdom above all of whom has been before me  
           לְפָנַי                   הָיָה-אֲשֶׁר-כָּל עַל                חָכְמָה   
sofivan ejpi; pa'sin,         oi}  ejgevnonto e[mprosqevn mou 

  
over Jerusalem.  And, my heart has seen 
 רָאָה                וְלִבִּי                יְרוּשָׁלָם-עַל      
   ejn Ierousalhm,     kai; kardiva mou     ei\den  

 
exceedingly wisdom and knowledge. 
 :וָדָעַת                חָכְמָה         הַרְבֵּה      
     pollav,       sofivan         kai; gnw'sin.   

 
17) And I gave my heart to know wisdom, 
  חָכְמָה        לָדַעַת          לִבִּי        וָאֶתְנָה          .יז
        kai; e[dwka kardivan mou tou' gnw'nai sofivan  

 
and to know madness, and foolishness.  
  וְשִׂכְלוּת            הֹלֵלוֹת         וְדַעַת          
kai;   gnw'sin    parabola;,  kai; ejpisthvmhn  

 
I have known that also this, it is chasing of wind. 
 :רוּחַ           רַעְיוֹן      הוּא      זֶה-שֶׁגַם                יָדַעְתִי       
       e[gnwn,  o{ti kaiv  ge  tou'tÆ e[stin proaivresi" pneuvmato":  
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18) Because in abundance of wisdom  
          חָכְמָה        בְּרֹב           כִּי      .יח
          o{ti       ejn plhvqei sofiva"       
 
is an abundance of frustration; 

  כָּעַס-רָב             
                 plh'qo" gnwvsew", 
 
and he who increases knowledge  
                    דַעַת                  וְיוֹסִיף               
       kai; oJ prostiqei;"       gnw'sin  

 
increases anguish.  
 :מַכְאוֹב           יוֹסִיף 
prosqhvsei   a[lghma.   

 


