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Proverbs 1:8-9:18 
The Proverbs of Solomon: Wisdom Speeches 
 
 
Proverbs 4:1-9 
The Instruction Concerning the Propagation of Fatherly Wisdom 
 The Fifth Speech 

 
 
Proverbs 4:1-3 
The Call to Fatherly Wisdom 
 
 (1) Hear, O sons,  
the discipline of a father, 
and pay attention  
 to learn understanding. 
 
 (2) Because I have given to you  
  good instruction,  
do not abandon my Law. 
 
 (3) Because I had been a son to my father,  
tender and an only child before my mother. 
 
 
Proverbs 4:4-6 
The Content of Fatherly Wisdom 
 
(4) And he taught me and said to me,  
Let my words hold to your heart;  
keep my commands and live. 
 
 (5) Acquire wisdom,  
Acquire understanding;  
do not forget, and do not turn away  
  from the speeches of my mouth. 
 
 (6) Do not abandon her,  
   and she will guard you;    
  love her,  
   and she will watch over you. 
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Proverbs 4:7-9 
The Compensations of Fatherly Wisdom 
 
 (7) The beginning of wisdom  
is to acquire wisdom, 
and in all of your acquiring,  
acquire understanding. 
 
 (8) Exalt her, and let her lift you up;    
she will honor you when you embrace her. 
 
 (9) She will give a wreath of grace  
  for your head;  
a crown of beauty she will deliver to you. 
 
 

Proverbs 4:10-19 
The Instruction Concerning the Two Roads: The Sixth Speech 
 

 
Proverbs 4:10-13 
The Commands and Characteristics  
Concerning the Road of Wisdom 
 
(10) Hear my son,  
 and receive my speeches, 
     and the years of life  
   will be many for you. 
   
(11) I have taught you  
       in the way of wisdom; 
       I have led you  
       in paths of uprightness;    
 
(12) In your walking,  
   your step will not be hindered,  
      and if you run,  
   you will not stumble. 
 
(13) Take firm hold  
   on the discipline,  
        do not relax;  
        guard her,  
   because she is your life.
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Proverbs 4:14-17 
The Commands and Characteristics  
Concerning the Road of Destruction  
 
(14) Do not go in the path  
   of the wicked people,  
       and do not go straight  
   in the way of evil people 
 
(15) Avoid it,  
       do not pass through it;  
       turn away from from it  
       and pass by. 
 
(16) Because they will not sleep  
          unless they are doing evil,    
       and their sleep has been robbed  
   unless they cause some to stumble. 
 
(17) Because they have eaten  
   the bread of wickedness, 
       and they are drinking  
   the wine of violence. 
 
 
Proverbs 4:18-19 
The Comparison between the Road of Light  
and the Road of Darkness 
 
(18) But the path righteous people  
   is like a light of brightness going on  
   and becoming brighter  
    until the establishment of the day. 
 
(19) The way of wicked people  
   is like the darkness;   
        they have not known  
   in what they are stumbling.
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Proverbs 4:20-27 
The Instruction Concerning Influences: The Seventh Speech 

 
 
Proverbs 4:20-22 
The Counsel of Wisdom 
 
(20) My son, pay attention to my words; 
incline your ear to my speeches; 
 
(21) Do not let them depart from your eyes; 
keep them in the middle of your heart; 
 
(22) because they are life to the ones finding them, 
  and healing to all of his flesh. 
 
 
Proverbs 4:23-27 
The Conduct of Wisdom 
 
(23) From all of your guarding, protect your heart  
because from it are the issues of life. 
 
(24) Turn yourself away from the perverse mouth, 
and cause crookedness of lips to be separated from you. 
 
(25) Let your eyes look to the front, 
and let your eyelids look straight in front of you. 
 
(26) Make level the path of your foot,  
and all of your ways will be established. 
 
(27) Do not turn to the right or to the left;  
turn your foot away from evil. 
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 (20) My son, pay attention to my words; 
  הַקְשִׁיבָה             לִדְבָרַי             בְּנִי        .כ
          UiJev,        ejmh'/ rJhvsei       provsece,  
   
incline your ear to my speeches; 
 :אָזְנֶ�           הַט               לַאֲמָרַי   
toi'" de; ejmoi'" lovgoi" paravbale so;n ou\",  
 
 
 
 (21) Do not let them depart from your eyes; 
  מֵעֵינֶי�                    יַלִיזוּ-אַל           .כא
     o{pw" mh; ejklivpwsivn se   aiJ phgaiv sou,  
   
guard them in the middle of your heart; 
 :לְבָבֶ�               בְּתוֹ�        שָׁמְרֵם           
    fuvlasse aujta;"       ejn sh'/ kardiva/:   
 
 
 
 (22) because they are life to the ones finding them, 
  לְמֹצְאֵיהֶם                     הֵם       חַיִים-כִּי       .כב
            zwh; gavr ejstin         toi'" euJrivskousin aujta;"  
   
and healing to all of his flesh. 
 :מַרְפֵּא         בְּשָׂרוֹ-וּלְכָל            
       kai; pavsh/ sarki;   i[asi".   
 
 
 
 (23) From all of your guarding, protect your heart  
  לִבֶּ�   נְצֹר                                מִשְׁמָר-מִכָּל            .כג
               pavsh/ fulakh'/                  thvrei sh;n kardivan:   
   
because from it are the issues of life. 
 :חַיִים      תוֹצְאוֹת            מִמֶנוּ-כִּי       
  ejk ga;r touvtwn     e[xodoi     zwh'".   
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 (24) Turn yourself from the corrupt mouth, 
  עִקְשׁוּת          מִמְ�                  הָסֵר           .כד
       perivele seautou'      skolio;n     stovma  
   
and cause crookedness of lips to be separated from you. 
 :מִמֶךָּ              הַרְחֵק            שְׂפָתַיִם        וּלְזוּת               פֶּה    
             kai; a[dika ceivlh makra;n      ajpo; sou      ' a[pwsai.   

 
 
 
 (25) Let your eyes look to the front, 
  יַבִּיטוּ                   לְנֹכַח        עֵינֶי�       .כה
  oiJ ojfqalmoiv sou ojrqa;            blepevtwsan,  
   
and let your eyelids look straight  
  יַיְשִׁרוּ              וְעַפְעַפֶּי�           
   ta; de; blevfarav sou   neuevtw  
 
in front of you. 
 :נֶגְדֶ�      
     divkaia.   
 
 
 
 (26) Make level the path of your foot,  
  רַגְלֶ�        מַעְגַל          פַּלֵס          .כו 
      ojrqa;" trocia;"  poivei   soi'" posi;n  
   
and all of your ways will be established. 
 :יִכֹּנוּ                        דְרָכֶי�-וְכָל            
     kai; ta;" oJdouv" sou           kateuvqune.   
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 (27) Do not turn to the right  
       יָמִין               תֵט-אַל          .כז 
       mh; ejkklivnh/"     eij" ta; dexia;  
 
or to the left; turn your foot  
  רַגְלְ�     הָסֵר          וּשְׂמאֹול       
mhde; eij" ta; ajristerav, ajpovstreyon de; so;n povda  
 
away from evil. 
 :מֵרָע           
  ajpo; oJdou' kakh'": 


