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Proverbs 1:8-9:18 
The Proverbs of Solomon: Wisdom Speeches 
 
 
Proverbs 4:1-9 
The Instruction Concerning the Propagation of Fatherly Wisdom 

 
 
Proverbs 4:1-3 
The Call to Fatherly Wisdom 
 
 (1) Hear, O sons,  
the discipline of a father, 
and pay attention  
 to learn understanding. 
 
 (2) Because I have given to you  
  good instruction,  
do not abandon my Law. 
 
 (3) Because I had been a son to my father,  
tender and an only child before my mother. 
 
 
Proverbs 4:4-6 
The Content of Fatherly Wisdom 
 
(4) And he taught me and said to me,  
Let my words hold to your heart;  
keep my commands and live. 
 
 (5) Acquire wisdom,  
Acquire understanding;  
do not forget, and do not turn away  
  from the speeches of my mouth. 
 
 (6) Do not abandon her,  
   and she will guard you;    
  love her,  
   and she will watch over you. 
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Proverbs 4:7-9 
The Compensations of Fatherly Wisdom 
 
 (7) The beginning of wisdom  
is to acquire wisdom, 
and in all of your acquiring,  
acquire understanding. 
 
 (8) Exalt her, and let her lift you up;    
she will honor you when you embrace her. 
 
 (9) She will give a wreath of grace  
  for your head;  
a crown of beauty she will deliver to you. 
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 (1) Hear, O sons, the discipline of a father, 
  אָב                  מוּסַר            בָנִים      שִׁמְעוּ    .א
ÆAkouvsate,  pai'de",      paideivan         patro;"  
   
and pay attention to learn understanding. 
 :בִּינָה            לָדַעַת               וְהַקְשִׁיבוּ       
  kai; prosevcete       gnw'nai       e[nnoian:   
  
 (2) Because I have given to you good instruction,  
  לָכֶם          נָתַתִי        טוֹב לֶקַח             כִּי       .ב
          dw'ron ga;r ajgaqo;n     dwrou'mai   uJmi'n,  
  
do not abandon my Law. 
 :תַעֲזֹבוּ-אַל        תוֹרָתִי        
to;n ejmo;n novmon mh; ejgkatalivphte.   
 
 (3) Because I had been a son to my father,  
  לְאָבִי          הָיִיתִי          בֵן-כִּי                 .ג
                  uiJo;" ga;r ejgenovmhn   kajgw; patri;  
 
tender and an only child before my mother. 
 :אִמִי              לִפְנֵי                  וְיָחִיד               רַ�  
uJphvkoo" kai; ajgapwvmeno"    ejn proswvpw/ mhtrov",  
 
 
(4) And he taught me and said to me,  
  לִי      וַיאֹמֶר                 וַיֹרֵנִי              .ד
              oi} e[legon    kai; ejdivdaskovn me  
 
Let my words hold to your heart;  
  לִבֶּ�                      דְבָרַי-יִתְמָ�      
ÆEreidevtw oJ hJmevtero" lovgo" eij" sh;n kardivan:   
 
keep my commands and live. 
:וֶחְיֵה           מִצְוֹתַי           שְׁמֹר  
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 (5) Acquire wisdom,  
        חָכְמָה        קְנֵה      .ה
       fuvlasse ejntolav",  
 
Acquire understanding; do not forget,  
  תִשְׁכַּח-אַל                  בִינָה             קְנֵה    
                                       mh; ejpilavqh/   
 
and do not turn away from the speeches of my mouth. 
 :פִי-מֵאִמְרֵי                           תֵט-וְאַל                 
            mhde; parivdh/"           rJh'sin ejmou' stovmato"  
 
 (6) Do not abandon her,  
  תַעַזְבֶהָ -אַל        .ו
mhde; ejgkatalivph/" aujthvn,  
 
and she will guard you;  
  וְתִשְׁמְרֶךָּ               
      kai; ajnqevxetaiv sou:   
   
love her, and she will watch over you. 
 :וְתִצְרֶךָּ                     אֱהָבֶהָ     
ejravsqhti aujth'", kai; thrhvsei se:   
 
 (7) The beginning of wisdom is to acquire wisdom, 
  חָכְמָה       קְנֵה               חָכְמָה              רֵאשִׁית            .ז 
 
and in all of your acquiring, acquire understanding. 
 :בִינָה              קְנֵה                    קִנְיָנְ�-וּבְכָל                 
 
 (8) Exalt her, and let her lift you up;  
  וּתְרוֹמְמֶךָּ                    סַלְסְלֶהָ        .ח
pericaravkwson aujthvn,  kai; uJywvsei se:   
   
she will honor you when you embrace her. 
 :תְחַבְּקֶנָה              כִּי                      תְכַבֵּדְ�           
    tivmhson aujthvn,            i{na        se perilavbh/, 
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 (9) She will give a wreath of grace for your head;  
 חֵן -לִוְיַת                   לְראֹשְׁ�               תִתֵן             .ט
               i{na dw'/     th'/ sh'/ kefalh'/  stevfanon carivtwn,  
 
a crown of beauty she will deliver to you. 
 :תְמַגְנֶךָּ             תִפְאֶרֶת                    עֲטֶרֶת           
       stefavnw/ de;           trufh'"     uJperaspivsh/ sou. 


