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Proverbs 1:1-7 
The Preface to Proverbs 

 
 
Proverbs 1:1 
The Introduction to Proverbs 
 
(1) The Proverbs of Solomon,  
son of David,  
king of Israel: 
 
 
Proverbs 1:2-6 
The Intent of Proverbs 
 
(2) To know wisdom and discipline;  
to understand the sayings  
of understanding; 
 
(3) to receive discipline of  
acting sensible, righteousness,  
and judgment, and uprightness; 
 
(4) to give to the simple prudence  
to a young man  
knowledge and insight. 
 
(5) A wise person will hear  
and will increase learning, 
and a person understanding  
will acquire guidance, 
 
(6) to understand a proverb  
and an enigma; 
the words of the wise ones,  
and their riddles. 
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Proverbs 1:7 
The Inspiration of a Proverb 
 
(7) The fear of Yahweh  
is the beginning of knowledge;  
wisdom and discipline 
fools have despised. 
 
 

Proverbs 1:8-9:18 
The Proverbs of Solomon: Wisdom Speeches 

 
 
Proverbs 1:8-9 
The Introduction to Wisdom Speeches 
   
(8) Hear, my son,  
the discipline of your father, 
and do not abandon  
the instruction of your mother; 
 
(9) because they are for  
a wreath of grace for your head,  
and chains for your neck. 
 
 
Proverbs 1:10-19     
The Instruction Concerning Peer Pressure: The First Speech  

 
Proverbs 1:10 
The Direction 
 
(10) My son, if sinners try  
to seduce you, do not be willing. 
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Proverbs 1:11-14 
The Temptation  
 
(11) If they say, Go with us,  
let us ambush to shed blood,  
let us hide to ambush  
an innocent person for no reason, 
 
(12) let us swallow them up  
alive like Sheol; and whole,  
like the ones going down to the Pit, 
 
(13) All precious wealth we will find  
we will fill our houses with spoil; 
 
 (14) Cast your lot to fall among us;  
one bag will be for all of us. 
 
 
Proverbs 1:15-18 
The Instruction 
 
 (15) My son, do not walk   
in the way with them;  
hold back your foot  
from their path; 
 
(16) because their feet run to evil  
and they will rush to shed blood. 
 
(17) Because for no reason the net  
is being spread out in the sight of  
any bird. 
 
(18) And they ambush  
for their own blood,  
they hide to ambush for their own lives.
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Proverbs 1:19 
The Conclusion 
 
(19) In this way are the paths of  
everyone gaining dishonest gain;  
it will take the lives of its owners.
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(8) Hear my son, 
 בְּנִי        שְׁמַע    .ח
       a[koue,   uiJev, 
 
the discipline of your father, 
  אָבִי�               מוּסַר            
       paideivan     patrov" sou  
 
and do not abandon  
  תִטֹשׁ-וְאַל           
        kai; mh; ajpwvsh/  
 
the instruction of your mother; 
 :אִמֶ�                      תוֹרַת      
   qesmou;"             mhtrov" sou:   
 
 
(9) because they are for a wreath of  
  לִוְיַת                              כִּי        .ט
       stevfanon    ga;r                 
 
grace for your head,  
  לְראֹשֶׁ�        הֵם   חֵן  
carivtwn  devxh/ sh'/ korufh'/  
   
and chains for your neck. 
 :לְגַרְגְרֹתֶ�          וַעֲנָקִים       
kai; kloio;n cruvseon peri; sw'/ trachvlw/.   
 
 
(10) My son, if sinners  
       יְפַתוּ�-אִם         בְּנִי         .י
           uiJev, mhv se planhvswsin 
  
try to seduce you, do not be willing. 
 :תֹבֵא-אַל                     חַטָאִים        
a[ndre" ajsebei'",       mhde; boulhqh'/", 
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(11) If they say, Go with us,  
  לְכָה            יאֹמְרוּ-אִם    .יא
eja;n parakalevswsiv se levgonte"  
                      ÆElqe; meqÆ hJmw'n,  
 
let us ambush to shed blood,  
  לְדָם        נֶאֶרְבָה      אִתָנוּ    
      koinwvnhson     ai{mato",  
   
let us hide to ambush  
  נִצְפְּנָה               
kruvywmen de; eij" gh'n  
 
an innocent person for no reason, 
 :חִנָם                           לְנָקִי      
 a[ndra divkaion             ajdivkw",  
 
 
(12) let us swallow them up  
    נִבְלָעֵם              .יב
       katapivwmen de; aujto;n  
 
alive like Sheol; and whole,  
 וּתְמִימִים        חַיִים     כִּשְׁאוֹל  
w{sper a{/dh" zw'nta kai; a[rwmen  
 
like the ones going down to the Pit, 
 :בוֹר                       כְּיוֹרְדֵי              
     aujtou' th;n mnhvmhn         ejk gh'":   
 
 
(13) All precious wealth we will find  
  נִמְצָא         יָקָר        הוֹן-כָּל         .יג
th;n kth'sin aujtou' th;n polutelh' katalabwvmeqa,  
 
we will fill our houses with spoil; 
 :שָׁלָל               בָתֵינוּ          נְמַלֵא        
plhvswmen de; oi[kou" hJmetevrou" skuvlwn:
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(14) Cast your lot to fall among us;  
  בְּתוֹכֵנוּ        תַפִּיל         גוֹרָלְ�        .יד
      to;n de; so;n klh'ron bavle ejn hJmi'n,  
  
one bag will be for all of us. 
 :לְכֻלָנוּ         יִהְיֶה        אֶחָד  כִּיס  
koino;n de; ballavntion kthswvmeqa pavnte",  
kai; marsivppion e}n genhqhvtw hJmi'n.   
 
 
(15) My son, do not walk  
  תֵלֵ�-אַל          בְּנִי       .טו 
              mh; poreuqh'/"  
 
in the way with them;  
  אִתָם          בְּדֶרֶ�      
    ejn oJdw'/    metÆ aujtw'n,   
 
 
(16) because their feet run to evil  
  יָרוּצוּ     לָרַע   רַגְלֵיהֶם         כִּי        .טז 
      oiJ ga;r povde" aujtw'n eij" kakivan     
      trevcousin  
   
and they will rush to shed blood. 
 :דָם -לִשְׁפָּ�            וִימַהֲרוּ         
   kai; tacinoi; tou' ejkcevai ai|ma:  
 
 
(17) Because for no reason the net  
        מְזֹרָה                   חִנָם-כִּי              .יז 
               ouj ga;r ajdivkw" ejkteivnetai  
 
is being spread out in the sight of  
   בְּעֵינֵי                    הָרָשֶׁת            
         divktua 
    
any bird. 
 :כָּנָף בַּעַל-כָּל
 pterwtoi'".
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(18) And they ambush  
  לְדָמָם         וְהֵם        .יח
aujtoi; ga;r oiJ fovnou metevconte"  
 
for their own blood,  
  יֶאֱרֹבוּ            
qhsaurivzousin eJautoi'" kakav,  
   
they hide for their own lives. 
 :לְנַפְשֹׁתָם                 יִצְפְּנוּ         
hJ de; katastrofh; ajndrw'n paranovmwn kakhv.   
 
 
(19) In this way are the paths of  
 אָרְחוֹת                    כֵּן          .יט
           au|tai       aiJ oJdoiv eijsin  
 
everyone gaining dishonest gain;  
  בָּצַע                   בֹּצֵעַ -כָּל               
pavntwn tw'n suntelouvntwn ta; a[noma:    
 
it will take the lives of its owners. 
 :יִקָח      בְּעָלָיו          נֶפֶשׁ-אֶת          
 th'/ ga;r ajsebeiva/ th;n eJautw'n yuch;n ajfairou'ntai.   
 


